
Trends in Undergraduate Enrollment in Higher Ed. 
in the West by Race and Ethnicity, 1980 to 1990 
The nation’s colleges and uni- 

versities are more racially and 
ethnically diverse now than at 

any time in their history. While 
the total number of undergradu- 
ates increased only 28 percent 
between 1980 and 1990, the 
number of non-white and Latino 
undergraduates increased close 
to 50 percent. Consequently, 
non-whites and Latinos in- 
creased from 17 percent of the 
nation’s undergraduates in 1980 
to 20 percent in 1990. 

Undergraduateenrollmentin 
the 15 WlCHE Western Inter- 
state Commission for Higher 
Education states is the most 

racially diverse in the nation. In 
1990, more than one-fourth (25.9 
percent) of the studentsenrolled 
in colleges in the WICHE region 
were non-white or Latino com- 

pared with 23.12 percent in the 
South/Southcentral, 18.6 per- 
cent in the Northeast, and 13.1 
percent in the Northcentral re- 

gion. The Northeast enrolls the 
largest percent of international 
students (2.6 percent), followed 
by the WICHE states (2.5 per- 
cent), South/Southcentral (1.4 
percent), and Northcentral (1.3 
percent) states. 
WICHE Trends 1980 to 1990 

Undergraduate enrollment in 

the WICHE states increased 27 
percent between 1980and 1990. 
The number of Asian/Pacific 
Islander undergraduates in- 
creased the most (86 percent). 
While White non-Latino under- 
graduates in the WICHE states 
increased just 20 percent be- 
tween 1980 and 1990, the 
number of Latino graduates 
increased 63 percent, and 
American Indian/Alaskan Native 
undergraduates 38 percent. The 
number of African-American 
undergraduates decreased in 
the mid-1980’s, then increased 
slowly to end the decade within 
1 percent of where they began in 
1980. 

As a consequence, the racial 
and ethnic make-up of the un- 

dergraduate population has 
changed. While White non-Lati- 
nos made-up 76 percent of the 
region’s undergraduates in 1980, 
they were only 71.5 percent in 
1990. African-Americans de- 
clined from 6 percent in 1980 to 
4.8 percent of undergraduates 
in 1990. Latinos increased from 
8 percent to 10.2 percent, and 
Asian/Pacific Islanders from 6.2 

percent to 9.1 percent of under- 
graduates between 1980 and 
1990. The portion of American 
Indians/Alaskan Natives re- 

mained constant at around 1.8 

percent of the undergraduates. 
Hawaii had the largest per- 

cent of non-White/Latino under- 

graduates in 1990 (66 percent), 

followed by New Mexico (39 
percent), Califomia(34 percent), 
Arizona (20.6 percent), and 
Alaska (17.6 percent). Idaho 
enrolls the smallest percent of 
non-White/Latino undergradu- 
ates (4.9 percent). The propor- 
tion of non-White/Latino under- 
graduates to all undergraduates 
changed the most in California 
(from 27.7 percent to 34 per- 
cent). In contrast, between 1980 
and 1990 the number of White 
non-Latino undergraduates in 

Hawaii increased faster (44 
percent) than the number of non- 

White/Latino undergraduates 
(14.3 percent), resulting in a 

decline in the proportion of non- 

Whites and Latinos from 71.4 
percent to 66 percent. 

The number of non-White 
and Latino undergraduates in- 
creased more than 50 percent in 
the Wl CH E states between 1980 
and 1990. Some states in the 
region experienced even more 

dramatic increases. non-White 

and Latino undergraduates in- 
creased more than 150 percent 
between 1980 and 1990 in 
Alaska, Nevada, and Wyoming. 
New Mexico and California, 
which already have large non- 

White/Latino undergraduate 
populations, also experienced 
significant increases during this 
period (102 percent and 42 per- 
cent', respectively). 
These increases are fueled by 
demographic changes, rather 
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Listening To Your Credit Needs 
The More We Listen 
At PriMerit Bank, we listen to you. Because 
no one knows more about your credit needs 
than you do. 

The More We Learn 
By listening, we learn what types of loans 
are most important to you. we then 
respond by creating the kinds of loans 
and terms that you want most. 

Auto Loans New and used, with flex- 
ible terms and fixed and variable rates. 

Credit Cards Classic Visa® and 
MasterCard® including the added 
benefits of Visa®Gold. 
Home Loans FHA/VA and conventional 
loans. Fixed and adjustable rates plus a 

plan which builds equity faster and will 
save you thousands of aollars in interest. 

Lines of Credit- Unsecured “Signature 

The Bank That Listens 

PriMERIT 
BANK 

Federal Savings Bank 

jFDIC Home Office • 3300 W. Sahara Ave. • 365-3110 
ijNsiJREDj Consult the Yellow Pages for the PriMerit Branch nearest you. itwggs 

Line” and “PriMerit Access” secured by 
your home. 

The Better We Get 
What does all this Listening and learning 
mean to you? Better products. Better service. 
Better banking. 

All loans and credit cards are subject to credit approval. 


