April 22, 1993

“THE VERD

By James S. Tate, Jr., M.D.,
Chairperson, NAARPR

Well, finally the Rodney King

Civil Rights Trialin Federal Court
in Los Angeles is over, ending
with the conviction of two of the

— JUST US —

Following weeks of racial
tension, in a split second after
the Rodney King Two Trial ver-
dicts were announced, mass
hysteriainstantly subsided leav-
ing America free to lapse quietly
back into complacency for a
while.

‘It was unbelievable,” ex-
pressed one West Las Vegas
residentwho requestedanonym-
ity. “White people were way out
of line being so scared of us
without any reason to be," she
said.

Before the verdict, Whites by
the droves raided stores buying
up food staples and drinking
water in anticipation of the riot-
ingthat nevercame. Theyarmed
themselves with automatic
weapons, handguns and shot-
guns, prepared for the violence
that they expected would occur
in the wake of the trial verdict.

They sought the latest “intel-
ligence” information on the
movement of Black gangs and
speculated on whether Blacks
would bypass their own commu-
nity to overrun White communi-
ties “this time." Local govern-
ment agencies bought in to the
pre-verdict panic by establish-
ing *Rumor Control® centers to
field questions ranging from the
sublime to the ridiculous from a
panic-striken populace.

Everydayofthetrial exposed
incredible twists and turns. Irra-
tional fears replaced sound
judgement. Preconceived ra-
cial stereotypes took many
people's thoughts and actions.

A Black resident of a pre-
dominantly White Las Vegas
area community expressed a
concern very similar fo the West
Las Vegan. “With all of the talk
we constantly hear about racial
harmony, they (Whites) showed
us what little they actually think
of us by their silly actions before
the verdict,” he said.

The difference in opinion
about the eventual outcome of
the trial between Blacks and

Whites was like night and day.
News accounts confirmed most
Blacks didn't buy in to the notion
that there would be violence, if
the verdicts were fair and just.

On the one hand you had
Blacks who from personal expe-
riences distrust the criminal jus-
tice system because it disfavors
Blacks. On the other hand you
had Whiteswho knowthat Blacks
are more likely fo get a raw deal
from the courts. And Blacks
wonder whether the uneasiness
of Whites over the King trial might
have been prompted because
they know the courts do not
generallymete outequal justice.

The King frial is over. Asthe
old saying goes, “It ain't over 't
it's over." The next benchmark
will be literally during the hottest
part of the summer. Atthattime,
equal justice will be in the line
again in the case of three Black
men on trail for beating White
truc  driver Reginald Denny
during the L.A. riots.

At nearly the same time the
two police officers convicted of
violating King's civil rights are
alsoscheduled to be sentenced.

It will be interesting to see
what the public perceptions are.
Willit be a case of Black Robes,
White Justice? Or, in the final
analysis, will it be JUST US?

To know is to grow. Until
next week.
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NATIONAL ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL REPRESSION

four officers that were rndlcied
While two of the police officers
were acquitted, clearly the
phrase *Guilty beyond areason-
able doubt® savedthese lasttwo.
Many people in the past have
indicated that there should be a
three part verdict rendered in
this country, as it is in Britain,
which is guilty, not guilty, and

innocent. The middle phrase
being not guilty, because there
has not been a preponderance
ofevidence presentedto convict
the person, but who the jury still
feels was not totally innocent,
and with the better presentation
ofevidence would probably have
been found guilty. For in this
case every police officer, who

ICT, PART II”

appeared on that video tape
should be tried, convicted and
imprisoned. This being neces-
sary lo send a very clear mes-
sage to police officers that you
are: 1. Not above the law. 2.
You are employees, who have
been hired to up hold the provi-
sions of the law and not at any
pointin time are you authorized

NLV...THE WESTSIDE STORY

TOGETH

By R.K. Brown

We have all observed the
way several communities, in-
cluding Las Vegas, and Los
Angeles, have come together to
heal the wounds of civil unrest.
We have seen corporate, police,
civilian, and public sponsored
peace rallies. With this cooper-
ated effort, we know that ALL of
us, are in this together.

This brings me toaninterest-
ing observation, that my dad has
brought to my attention. In situ-
ations where blacks and minori-
lies have moved o the streets to
riot for justice, the following
months and years have culmi-
nated in calls for peace and
togethemess.

| can truly understand this
reasoning because we are all
Americans, and the people of
colorhave asgreata stake inthe
positive occurrences of the U.S.
system as whites do. If minori-
ties begin to kill and loot, then
long term prosperity for EVERY-
ONE can't begin to occur.

What is sad and frustrating,
is that so many limes it seems
white conservative factions, don't
want to become a part of the
*American Team," until people
of color take their frustration to
the streets! For 12 years none of
the suburban population seemed
to have much use for “coming
together.” White incomes dur-
ing the 80’s rose to unprece-
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dented levels. Today the top 1%
of the white population controls
75% of the wealth and money in
this country! The tax burden for
upper income whites fell, while
the amount of taxes paid by the
working poor increased by rec-
ord levels.

During all of this there were
no cries for *togetherness”

among most white communities,
Atthe same timeblacks reached
theirhighestunemploymentlevel
since World War II. Blacks went
to prison at slave like standards.
Half of black children fell under
the povertyline. Finally, affirma-
tive action became "quotas,"and
civil rights legislation was
frowned upon and vetoed. So

JAMES S. TATE JR,, MD
to take the law into your own

hand nor seriously injure one of
(See NAARPR, Page 25)

the 80's was a very bad time for
people of color.

Locally, Las Vegas exempli-
fied the greatest growing boom
of any city in the United States!
Prestigious suburban communi-
ties including the Lakes, Span-
ish Trail, Summerlin, and Green
Valley, ranked first in the whole
(See Westside Story, Page 25)
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First Western Bank realizes that to

really serve Southern Nevadans, you
have to know the people and commu- i
nities they live in.

That's why First Western branches
are located with in neighborhoods,
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ll with people who understand the

needs of that particular area.

That includes the Nucleus Plaza, -
where a new branch will open in a
mid-1993.

It's First Western's commitment not
nml_v w pcuph:... but to I}IL"ir

community.

First Western now offers expanded
| residential lending.

* VA/FHA Conventional and ARM's
* First Mortgages- 10, 15 & 30 yr. fixed
* Home Equity Loans

* Nevada Housing Program
* 5% Down programs
* Construction Loans

* Comperitive Rates, Fast Turn-around
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@First Western Bank

2700 W. Sahara, Las Vegas, NV 89102
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