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"RASTI D"
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green, with gold around his
mouth, and he wears a three-
piece kinte cloth outfit with the
daishiki top, pants and kinte fez
hat. He leaves his audiences
with a strong feeling of self-es-
teem and an increased knowl-
edge of Black history, AIDS
awareness, the importance of
donating blood, and ethnic
awareness through better race
relations.

Joseph “Joe" Joiner Jr. got
his start two years ago after
opening a gift shop in his home-
town of Pitisburgh, Pennsylva-
nia. He told the SENTINEL-
VOICE in a recent interview,
while on a three-day stintin Las
Vegas, that “Rasti D" The Black
History Clown Mon® was bomn
while responding to the lack of
avalilability of Black clowns.

*While workinginmygift shop
one day | got the idea to do
children’s birthday parties and |
began to pass business cards.
We had African American His-
tory balloons and other black gift
novelties and | thought it would
be a good idea to teach children.
their history while they were
having a good time. | found out
that there was no Black clowns.
| felt that it was my calling to do
it. So, here | am, he said.

“The idea caught on and |
began to perform at schools
throughout Pennsylvania and |,
became a guest-on,a; pc-pular
television show in Plltsburgh
and, the rest was history, he
recollecied.

While in Las Vegas, "Rasti

D" received rave reviews from

MOULIN ROUGE

(Continued from Page 1)

the students and faculty alike at
O.K. Adcack, Myrtle Tate, Lois
Craig and Cynthia Cunningham
Elementary Schools, respec-
tively. The students loved his
dramatic skits and left his per-
formances with heightened
awareness.

According to Joiner, the Prin-
cipal of Cunningham Elemen-
tary School, Dr. Bass, com-
mented that if he could hold the
students’ attention for fifteen
minutesinan assembly, that he
would be doing good. Joiner
said that he held the students
attention for forty-five minutes,
and still they were not ready to
return to their classes.

Some of the characters that
Joiner portrays are "RASTI D
who carries a “double-edged-
sword"... On one edge of the
sword are the contributions that
Blacks have made in the build-
ing of America and the world,
and the other edge of the sword
is to raise the respect that all
peoples of the earth hold for
African American people. The
sword does not cut the flesh but
it frees the mind of ignorance,”
he said.

Another character that Joiner
portrays is “HIVEN," who is in-
fected with the HIV virus.
"HIVEN" gives a light-hearted
and sensitive subject an air of
humor, as he enlightens the
Sluqﬁn tﬁ .ﬂ,ﬂd: .1gguuy'arw.imr};bew
three-ways o contract the.virus.,
"MAMA RASTI® appears often
to tell the story about how proud
she isabout the work of her son,
*Rasti D."

“CORY PUCELL" is another

public areas of the hotels. Most, including such stars as Sammy
Davis, Jr.and Pearl Bailey had to seek lodging onthe predominantly

Black Wesiside.

The hotel remained-open for only five months, but during that
period it pointed the way toward the integration of resorts that was
lo come five yearslater. Itwas in facta 1960 meeting in the Moulin
Rouge coffee shop among local civil rights leaders and state and
county officials which overnight lowered the barrier to.open accom-
modations at major Las Vegas hotels. Reasons offered for the
hotels sudden closure in October 1955 emphasize mismanagement
and under-capitalization on the part of the New York and California
owners, but some point to the resort's very success which drew
active opposition from other local resort owners.

The new exhibition will feature many one-of-a-kind photographs,
now on display at the Museum, which were taken during the opening
weeks of the resort by long-time Las Vegas photographer Jay
Florian Mitchell. ' It will also include original furnishings, artifacts and
decorations. The exhibitis fundedin part by the Nevada Humanities
Committee. For more information, cail the Museum at 486-5205.
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characler, which is a play on the
“blood corpuscle,”whoeducates
the children about the need to
donate their blood. “Show you
love, donate your bload,” he
exclaims, while speaking with a
French accent.

There are other personali-
lies that Joiner portrays as he
brings his characters tolife while
speaking in several languages -
five in all-including Hausa, Ara-
bic,and Spanish. By being bilin-
gual, Joiner is able to open up
new horizons to educate his
multi-ethnic audiences. I have
always beeninterestedin learn-

ing new languages because it
helps you to expand your reality
and broaden youroutlook on the
world. | started learning other
languages as a hobby and | in-
tend to learn many more,” he
said.

Joiner recalled some of the
many heart-felt stories of expe-
riences that stood outin his mind
of the numerous children and
parents that have been touched
by his novel brand of *entertain-
ment education.”

*| can recall this one second
grader who approached me one
day as | was leaving a super-

market in Pitsburgh. The odd
thingis that | did not have on my
costumeandmake-up. Shewas
with her mother and she looked
up at me and said, “Mama!
Mamal! that's Rasti!" | was sur-
prised that she recognized me.
Then she began to sing one of
the raps that | performed.” |am
somebody, lam somebody Mon,
cause God didn't make nojunk.”
I mean, it was so moving to see
the effect that this had on her
self-esteem. I's those moments
that are so moving and you say
to yourself, | am having a posi-
tive effect on these children,” he

5
said.

*Anotherincident thatcomes
to mind happened here in Las
Vegas. You can see and feel
how these children, many of
them, are reaching out and they
say things like; "Rasti,” stay her
with us. Please, don't leave.”
There was a young man who
came to one of my performances.
I canlook at people and t ell how
they arefeelinginside. Well, this
young man had been constantly
in trouble. | could see that he
was withdrawn. He had been
caught on the desert with sev-

(See "RASTI D", Page 20)
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Amid all the talk about stimulating the
economy, it’s important to remember
that economic growth begins at home.
At Bank of America Nevada, we have
two products to help improve your
personal financial situation.

For your future, 30-month variable
rate IRAs paying as much as 4.75%*

For right now, a Home Equity Credit
Line that provides a source of credit you
can access at any time for any purpose.
And the rates are lower than most -
7.25%** Annual Percentage Rate until
12/31/93. After that time, rate will vary.

And for a limited time, we're making
the deal even better by waiving all
fees and charges on new Home Equity
Credit Lines.

at home.

IRAs HOME EQUITY CREDIT LINES

No Fees * Tax Deductible

4.75%* 7.25%"""/9.25%“

And with tax time coming up, remember
that the interest earned on an IRA is
tax deferred for some, and the interest
payable on a Home Equity Credit Line
still may be tax deductible.

When you add it all up, it's easy to
see how you can implement your own
economic growth program. Just remember
it starts at home. Visit any branch of
Bank of America Nevada, today.

BANKING ON AMERICA™

B’] Bank of America

Business DirectLine®™ Egquity Loan. Also available — B-A-S-I-‘C® Loans. A loan

Use the equity in your home to finance your business needs with a Bank of America
designed to meet the credit needs of lower-income Nevadans. @

EOUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNRITY

* Based on a 30-month variable raie IRA with suomatic payroll deposit. Substantial pesalty for early withdrawal. Raies subject 1o change, Tax deductibility may vary, check with your tax advisor
**This offer is awailable 10 Home Equity Credit Lines opened from February 15, 1993 through May 1, 1993, Initial 7.25% Annual Percentage Rate applies 10 balances through 12/31/93 at
which time the Annunl Peréentage Rate mav viry daily and is equal 1o on index plus 1.5% per annum, never to exceed 1R0% . The interest rate as of January 6, 1993 is 9.25% Annual Percentage
Rate. A 550 annual renowil fee will be imposed in conjunction with this plan, Interest only payments through December 31, 19594, On 1/1/95, minimum monthly peyments will be 1%
of principal plus applicable interest or $25, whichever it grester. Inferest muy be tax deducnble Check with your tax advisor, Bank of Amencs Newads, Member FDIC
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