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SENTINEL-VOICE EXCLUSIVE

FOLLOWING UNLV'S RIDER-LESS LOSS TO USC,
J.R. SPEAKS OUT ABOUT RECENT CON'IROVERSY

By W.G. Ramirez

UNLV's senior All-American forward
J.R. Rider, declared ineligible for
Wednesday night's NIT opening round
game against Southern Cal, was sched-
uled to speak out for the first lime this
afternoon at Attorney Steve Stein's
office to members ofthe media on much
of the past week's controversy.

Following the NCAA Selection
Committee’s decision to snub UNLV
from the 1993 NCAA Tournament, the
basketball program suffered an even
bigger let down when Athletic Director
Jim Weaver announced that due to
furtherinvestigationintoan alleged "aca-
demic scandal,” Rider had been de-
clared ineligible for the NIT Tourna-
ment. Deciding to put the NCAA Tour-
nament issue behind them, the Rebels
accepted a bid to play USC inthe open-
inground. The following day, the Rider
suspension was announced.

The 25th-ranked Runnin’ Rebelshad
their season halted when the Trojans
invaded the Thomas and Mack Center
last night and toppled UNLV 90-74.

When asked by the Sentinel-Voice
to comment about the recent contro-
versy concemning his grades, following
the game, Rider insisted that we should
be presentattoday's press conference.
~ Unlike the personal conflicts he has
with members of the local media, neu-
tral ground eventually led Rider to speak
out to the Sentinel exclusively.

“All | can say, is I'm gonna stay
strong through all of this," expressed
J.R. After a deep breath and a shrug of
his neck and shoulders, he continued.
“I'm gonna do everything that the school,
the Regents- everyone -the commu-
nity, don't think I'm gonna do!!! I'm
gonna go to school, I'm gonna stay
strong. Be a good citizen!!!"

As he finished with his comments he
looked up with a bit of disqust, but yeta
bit of relief, which began his release of
everything that has been bottled up.

Rider had been touted as one of the
most underrated players in the nation,
at the beginning of the season. As his

(See J.R. Speaks Out, Page 14)
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Hutchery Home Cares For Abused, Abundoned And Neglected Girls

By Bonita H. Armstrong

There is an old Negro spiritual that
says “If I can help somebody as | fravel
along this way, thenmy living will not be
in vain." If this is true, then the lives of
the Hatchery Home Staff will surely not
be in vain.

The Hatchery home for childrenis a
non-profit organization dedicated to
caring for abused, abandoned and
neglected girls on a 24-hour basis.

The home was founded by Caralyn
Oatsin 1984 in North Las Vegas. Oats
still runs the home assisted by a small
staff. At present there are seven girls
housed in the home.

*When | was a little girl, " Oats said,
“l always said | wanted to run an or-
phanage. That was what they were
called back then. But, | knew | always
wanted to work with children who had
no one else 1o turn to. | wanted to give
a family to children who didn't have
one."

Oats says her appreciation for fam-
ily came from her own family as she
grew up in a small town in central Lou-

isiana. Her father was a sawmill worker
and her mother stayed home with the
kids for many years. She is the12th of
15 children who were raised on the
Louisiana farm.

“There were a lot of us mnnlng
around down there. And we did what
anyothernormal childrendid. We played
and laughed and fought sometimes.
But, Ithink the mostimportant thingwas
that we were genuinely close and loved
gach other,” Oats said.

*Sometimes | think people thathave
loving, caring families take it for granted.
| did. But, one day | realized that there
were children out there who didn't have
the kinds of things | had. And | don't
mean money or nice clothes, because
we were poor and didn't have a lot. But,
I mean they didn't have a family bond.
They didn't have people in their lives
that cared about them,” Oats contin-
ued.

The Hatchery Home has had it's fair
share of ups and downs. The original
building was destroyed by fire several
years ago. The residents had to move

i :
The Hatchery Home has become a “true home" for abused, abandoned and

neglected girls.
in with Oats and her family while the
new home was being rebuilt.

Then there was the time the home
was running low on single beds. Oats'
children, Tasha and DeAndre, gave up
their beds and slept on mats on the
floor.

*Sometimes | felt like | was drown-
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ing,” Oats said.

The Hatchery Home staff consists
of four people including Oats, one vol-
unteer worker, two foster grandmoth-
ers, and a tutor. The director of the
home is Sheila Lyerly.

Lyerly has been with the Home for

(See Hatchery Home, Page 5)




