March 11, 1993

By W.G. Ramirez

In a conference once domi-
nated by the UNLV Runnin'
Rebels, there are now at least
five legitimate contenders that
could walk awaywith the tourna-
ment title, which gels underway
Friday in Long Beach, Califor-
nia. Notonly do the Rebels find
themselves amongst heated
competition, but they enter
Friday’s opening round as the
#2 seed behind #1 New Mexico
State.

UNLV will open tournament
play against Utah State at ap-
proximately 7:00 p.m.atthe Long
Beach Arena. The Rebels swept
the season series against USU
87-78 in Utah and 94-86 in the
final home game of the season
at the Thomas and Mack Cen-
ter.

The Runnin’ Rebels hit the

bumpy trail in the final week of
the regular season as they lost
two of their last three games
against New Mexico State 90-
88 and to Cal-St. Fullerton 84-
83, both on the road. UNLV
finished the season with a 20-6
mark, 13-5 in conference play.
The Rebels' first loss of the
seasoncame on the road, at the
hands of tournament host Long
Beach State 101-94. Not only
did the 49ers defeat UNLV in
Long Beach, but they also
toppled NMSU 97-71. Although
the two games were held at The
Gold Mine on campus, home-
court advantage could play a
factor in this year's touney.
Then again, the 49ers’ er-
ratic play could work against
them as it did when Santa Bar-
bara and Pacific came in to the
Gold Mine and beat LBSU 68-59
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UP FOR GRABS THIS YEAR

and 69-66 respectively.

Long Beach State, the #4
seed, opens conference play
against #5 Cal-St. Fullerton at
approximately 9:00 p.m. The
two teams split the season se-
ries, each winning at their re-
spective home court. The win-
ner of this particular game could
possibly be the spoiler of the
tournament for the higher seeds.

The darkhorse ofthe tourney
may be in #3 seed Pacific. The
Tigers have tasted victory over
New Mexico State, UNLV, Cal-
St. Fullerton and Long Beach
State twice. The only problem
for the Tigers is that they lost
their season series to UC Santa
Barbara, who happens to be
Pacific's opening round oppo-
nent.

The whole tournamentlooks
to be like a batch of scrambled

eggs, all of which have been put
inthe same basket. The result-
ing scenario could possibly put
three Big West teams into the
NCAA tournament if, of course,
NMSU and UNLV fail to capture
the tournamenttitie. The Aggies
and Rebels seem obvious
choices for at-large bids into the
NCAA's “Big Dance." If one of
the other schools manage to
capture the conference tourna-
ment, they would receive an
automatic bid into the NCAA
Tournament.

Since 1976, UNLV has cap-
tured 7 tournament titles, former
Big West member Fresno State
won 3 titles. Seventeams have
captured the title once. New
Mexico State is the defending
tournament champion, as they
squeaked past Pacific last sea-
son 74-73.

Final Regular Season Standings
Conf. Overall
NEW MEXICO STATE ¥%-3 236
NEV-LAS VEGAS 13-5 20-6
PACIFIC 126 16-10
LONG BEACH STATE 11-7 199
SANTA BARBARA 10-8 179
CAL-ST. FULLERTON 10-8  15-11
UTAH STATE 711 10-16
NEVADA 4-14 917
SAN JOSE STATE 4-14  7-19
UC IRVINE 4-14  6-20

WORLD-RANKED BOXER

UNLV’S ALL-AMERICAN CANDIDATES SWEEP ALEX GARCIA TO DEFEND
BIG WEST PLAYER OF ms YEAR HONORS

By W.G. Ramirez
UNLV's J.R. Rider and Ter-
esa Jackson toppled the com-

petition as the Big West's con-.

ference coaches voted them
both Big West's Players of the
Year.

It marked the first time since
1985 that both of the
conference’s Player of the Year
were solely from UNLV. Misty
Thomas and Richie Adams
walked away with the honors
eight years ago.

In 1990, Larry Johnson won
the Big West Player of the Year
for the men while Pauline Jor-
dan shared the women's honor
with Hawaii's Judy Mosley.

Jackson, a 5-11 forward for
the Lady Rebels, led the confer-
ence in scoring at the conclu-
sionof the regular seasonwitha
22.7 point per game average,
eighth highestin the nation. She
also ranked in the league's
Top10 in field goal percentage
(7th, 517), free throw percent-
age (4th, .793), and blocked
shots (3rd 1.1 bpg.). Jackson,
who was honored by Sports [I-
lustrated earlier this year as the
Women's Player of the Week,
recorded a single-season best
when she converted 11-of-11
free throws against UC Santa
Barbara on March 1.

To date, Jackson is the Big
Westall-time free throw percent-
age leader, hitting 351-for-439,
a.800 pct. average.

Rider, the 6-5 standout for
the Runnin’ Rebels, finished the
regular season atop the scoring
ranks in the Big West and sec-
ond in the nation with a 29.2

average. His league-leading
average ranks second on the
all-time Big West season chart
behind Raymond Lewis of Cal-
St Los Angeles, who averaged
32.9ppg. in 1973.

Rider is also among the Big
West's leaders in field goal per-
centage (.526), 3-point field goal
percentage (.402), free throw
percentage (.840), rebounds
(8.7)and3-pointfield goalsmade
per game (2.0).

Twice Rider has scored 40 or
more points in agame, including
acareer-high44 inaconference
victory over Nevada. In Janu-
ary, he ran together a streak of
six consecutive 30-point per-
formances, which garnered him
conference player of the week
honors two weeks in a row.

Onthe season, Rider posted
15 30-point games to help keep
the Rebels in the national rank-
ings every week. Like his
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FIRST TEAM ALL-BIG WEST

Along with Big West Player of the Year, J.R. Rider, teammates
Evric Gray and Dexter Boney were named to the All-Big West First
Team. The trio were known as "UNLV's Big Three!!!"

counterpart from the Lady Reb-
els, Rider toowasnamedas SI's
Player of the Week earlier this
season.

The post-season honors
come just 2-1/2 weeks after both
players were honored with the

Las Vegas Sentinel-Voice Male
and Female Athletes of the Year.
Last Sunday the Las Vegas
Review Joumnal released their
annual Best of Las Vegas poll,
which found Rider the city's
favorite UNLV athlete.

TITLE AT THE RIVIERA

Heavyweight Alex Garcia, ranked in the top 10 by all World
Boxing organizatons, will defend his North American Boxing Fed-
eration championship Saturday, March 27 at the Riviera Hotel &
Casino against an opponent soon to be announced, hotel officials
said.

The championship bout will highlight the monthly boxing card
promoted by Banner Promotions and Momentum Enterprises, in as-
sociation with the Riviera. It marks the seventh consecutive month
the resort has held a sanctioned litle fight.

The card will be televised on the Hispanic network, Univision, as
well as the Sports Bar & Race Track network. However, it will be

blacked out in Las Vegas.
douti eg (See Riviera, Page 20)

HEATERS

ARVIN - MARKEL - TITAN - SUPERELECTRIC

At Phil's you will find the largest
selection in Las Vegas of Automatic
110-220 Velt Wall and Portable
Heaters, plus, Gas Furnaces, Kerosene,
0il and Diesel Fuel Heaters.
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PHIL'S SALVAGE, INC.
BUILDER'S EMPORIUM
1131 So. Main Street
382-7528 382-5004
- Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.




