March 11, 1993

Over 5,000 educators, stu-
dents, community leaders, top
governmentofficialsand college
alumni are expected to attend
the 18th National Conference
on Black In Higher Education,
March 31 through April 3, at the
Washington (D.C.) Hilton Hotel
and Capitol Hill Offices.

The theme ofthe annual 1993
conference is “Paths To Suc-
cess” and the highlight of the
week will be the presentation of
Distinguished Alumni Awards to
over 100 outstanding graduates
of the nation’s 117 Historically
Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCUs). The alumni of several
newer Equal Opportunity Edu-
cational Institutions (EOEIs)may
also be honored, Dr. Samuel L.
Myers, president of the National
Association for Equal Opporiu-
nity in Higher Education
(NAFEO), emphasized.

NAFEQ is a voluntary, inde-
pendent association of institu-
tions organized *to articulate the
need for a higher education
system where race, income and
previous education are not the
determinants of either the quan-
tity or quality of education re-
ceived” according to the
organization’s stated goal.

Thefive-day conference 'is'*

held annually to focus on the
concems, problems and suc-
cesses of some 1.1 million black
students enrolled in all higher
education at HBCUs and pre-
dominantly white institutions of
higherlearning, NAFEO officials
state.

Approximately 20 percent of
allblack students attend HBCUs
which confer the baccalaureate
degree on almost 40 percent of
all black students receiving this
first college degree annually—
"a startling number compared to
the African-American graduation
rate from the nation's 3,500 ‘in-
tegrated’ institutions', the offi-
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cials report.

The latest statistics released
during the pastyearindicate that
black and white student enroll-
ment at NAFEO institutions is
increasing and that at least five
*multiracial® HBCUs have a
majority of white students. The
changing enrollment status and
the threatened closing and
merging of some HBCUs are
among the key topics scheduled
for discussion at the spring
conference.

At least four cabinet level
officials of President Bill Clinton's
new administration are among
key government and private
sectorofficials invited lo address
the NAFEO conference. Secre-
tary of Education Richard Riley
is the only confirmed cabinet
speaker, but Secretary of Health
and Human Services Donna
Shalala, Secretary of Energy
Hazel O'Leary and Secretary of
Educationof Agriculture Michael
espy are possible participants,
NAFEOQ officials said. Supreme
Court Justice Clarence Thomas
andRev. Jesse Jacksonarealso
invited speakers. Jacksonis still
seeking to become the first
United States Senator from the
proposed new State of Calurn

bia.

NAFEO members annual
visit to Capitol Hill in the District
of Columbia to lobby their local
representatives and senatorswill
be expanded this year with a
Congressional Awardsluncheon
for supporters of legislation aid-
ing HBCUs, as well as a Con-
gressional Black Caucus recep-
tion for new and continuing
members in the record-break-
ing, 40-member CBC.

In addition to the annual
Science and Technology Sym-
posium, NAFEQ's opening con-
ference day activities will fea-
ture a National Aeronautical and
Space Administration (NASA)
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workshop on new research
opportunities. HBCU officials
will conduct workshops on joint
programs with the Departments
of Defense, State, and Health
and Human Services as numer-
ous projects with African and
Asian nations will be discussed.
Several HIV/AIDS workshops
will be held during the confer-
ence.

A five-million dollar Agency
for International Development
(AID) Grant involving HBCUs in
technical and developmental
programs in Egypt will also be
outlined following the recent
retum of a NAFEO delegation
led by Doctor Myers. The Chi-
nese Embassy will hosta recep-
tion for NAFEO presidents and
chancellors and His Excellency,
President Nichephore Soglo of
the Republic of Republic of
Benin, Africa, will also address
the conference at a luncheon
session.

Sen. Harris Woffard (D-PA)
will address a session on de-
creasing the Guaranteed Stu-

dent Loan Default rate at many
HBCUs where enroliment is
dropping because of non-pay-
ment of loans. A Howard alum-
nus, Wofford is the second
HBCU graduate elecled to the
U.S. Senate since post Civil-War
Reconstruction. He is urging
supportof President Bill Clinton's
proposed National Service Pro-
gram to help curb GSLD prob-
lems at HBCUS.

Scholarly papers and work-
shop recommendations will be
presented at a variety of confer-
ence sessionson such topicsas
Teacher Education, Cultural
Diversity, Black Students on
Predominantly White Cam-
puses, Legal/Desegregation
Issues, Black males, The Males,
The Black Church, Black Busi-
ness and Black Colleges and
Black Land Ownership.

Approximately 4,000 stu-
dents are invited to participatein
the High School Daysworkshops
and college recruiting sessions
at the conference, in addition to
the hundreds of top college
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TALK WITH YOUR TEEN ABOUT SEX
AT THE WEST LAS VEGAS LIBRARY

In the celebration of National Talk With Your Teen About
Sex 'month, a representative from Planned Parenthood of
Southern Nevada discusses teen sexuality, including: safe
sex, sexually ransmitted diseases and birth control methods,
at the West Las Vegas Library, 951 W. Lake Mead Blvd.,
Wednesday, March 24, at 6p.m.

The program is hosted by the young ladies of the African
American Ladies To Be. For more information on this program,

seniors selected to visit the
NAFEQ Career (Job) Resource
Center and High Tech Expo
demonstrations in the 200 booth
NAFEQ Exhibit area.

Dr. Arthur E. Thomas, presi-
dent, Central State University
(Wilberforce, Ohio) is the chair-
man of the board of NAFEO and
Dr. Cordell Wynn, president,
Stillman College (AL) is chair-
man-elecl.

The 18th National Confer-
ence Committee includes Dr.

Bill Nave

Jimmy Jenkins, Chancellor,
Elizabeth City State University
(NC), chair;and Dr. Leroy Keith,
President, Morehouse College
(Atlanta); Dr. Dolores Spikes,
President, Southern University
System (Baton Rouge, LA); Dr.
Benjamin F. Reaves, President,
Oakwood College (Huntsville,
AL); Dr. Wilma J. Roscoe,
NAFEQ Vice-President (DC);
Mrs. Michelle Lewis, Conference
Director, NAFEO (DC); Dr.
Thoma®and Dr. Myers.

B saved these

.. kads from drowning, but he's

not a lifeguard.
Verleeta Wooten found

several new stars, but

she’s not an astronomer.
And [van Neal put out
a lot of fires, but he’s

not a firefighter.

These are teachers. But to the

kids they reach, they're heroes.
BE A TEACHER. BE A HERO.
Call 1-800-45-TEACH.
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