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Doll for Kwanzaa
and Christmas

My Very Own Shani

KEITH 0. HILTON

Season’s Greetings, Kwan-
zaa and Happy Holidays. | sin-
cerely hope that during this holi-
day season, each of you will
take a few minutes to rededicate
your lives to significant persons,
things and projects that give you
strength and enjoyment.

Forme, |am blessed to have
my very own Shani doll. And |
am not referring to the Mattel
version.

For the second consecutive
year, Mattel, the Toy Industry
gianthas beenbusymarketinga
doll with African features.

The name of the doll is
SHANI, which means “Marvel-
ousOne." Itis Mattel's intention
to make a profit. In this case itis
ona burgeoning African Aware-
ness Movement.

As an educator, | am con-
stantly on the watch for affirma-
tive examples of individuals,
organizations and products that
impact our young people. This
search is twelve months out of
the year, and not driven by sea-
sonal hype.

However, the Mattel cam-
paign hits close to home be-
cause my seven year old
daughter's name is Shani Olisa.

Olisameans "Childof God."” She
continues to be one of my big-
gest “fans.” She actually even
tells her friends that her dad is
famous because he is aways in
the newspaper.

At the same time, she has
come to leam that what | writein
those newspapers, are things
that | regularly find time to dis-
cuss with her - notin a preachy
way, but in fatherly and sharing
way. | believe that in time she
will more fully understand that
my efforts are not isolated.

In the past, for example, |

have written about individuals
such as Ms. Heather Williams of
Brooklyn, New York and her
efforts to develop self esteem
and cultural pride in young
people via Positive Images
Children’s Book.

Ihave quotedthe researchof
Professional Reginald Clark,
whowrote the book, “Family Life
and School Achievement: Why
Poor Black Children Succeed or
Fail."

(But Ihave toadmit that | had
some problems with that title —
with certain negative connota-
tions attached.)

| have also saluted the push
for achievement by Ms. Lolanda
Bunchand Mr. Wendell Williams
of Las Vegas, who founded Kids
*R" Smart Learning Center. The
classic slogan for the center is

NOUES FREM SCHOO!!
OFFAERIGANIPHINOSOPH)Y,

Recently | sat at my my parents home and listened to my
younger brother and his friends exchange statistics on football
teams and players. Impressive? Perhaps, but notto me. |am
not impressed by any African who can spit out statistics about
sports like a computer, but can not tell me anything about
himself, i.e., history, ancestry or culture. | was appalled at their
extensive knowledge of said sport and equally appalling was
their knowledge andinterest in self. The potential our children’s
minds possess is unlimited, but sports knowledge for Africans
isirrelevant and unacceptable when we know little or nothing of
ourselves. Itisincumbent upon parents and adults to force our
children to exercise their academic, ancestral, and historical
minds as they do their sports minds. Until next week this has
been the Minister of Information.

Children draw
what they see,
and what they see

is a crime.
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Help redraw their world.
Call and get free information
on how to protect your children
from drugs and violence
in your neighborhood.

Call 1-800-WE PREVENT

The LAS VEGAS SENTINEL-VOICE

“AMindisA Marvelous ThingTo
Develop.”
Eachof these and other stel-
lar programs have served to
inspire HILTON: HIGHER

EDUCATION. But fewer with
the impact of my very own Shani
Doll. Happy Kwanzaa, readers.

HILTON: HIGHER EDUCA-
TION is designed to dialogue
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with college and world readers.
Education is ongoing and cer-
fainly not limited to classroom
study.

Let's talk. (909) 899-0650.

UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE FUND REPORTS SECOND-LARGEST GIFT IN
HISTORY MADE TO NATIONAL BLACK HIGHER EDUCATION

AMERICAN
Historic $15 Million Challenge Grant from The

Kresge

UNCF Fund-Raising Dr

NEW YORK — The United
Negro College Fund(UNCF) has
announced that The Kresge
Foundation has pledged a his-
toric challenge grant of $15 mil-
lion to help bolster the most
ambitious fund-raising drive in
UNCF history, CAMPAIGN
2000: An Investment In Amer-
ica's Future. The grant is the
second largest pledge in Ameri-
can history to a national organi-
zation of Black higher education
and is the largest single grant
evermade by The Kresge Foun-
dation, which is known for its
philanthropic contributions to
organizations in higher educa-
tion, human services, the arts
and humanities, health care,
science and the environment.

“This extraordinary, history
giftwill have tremendousimpact
onthe colleges that now turn out
thelion'sshare of educatedBlack
America,” said UNCF President
and CEO William H. Gray, Il
“The magnitude and conditions
ofthis grant will allow us not only
to significantly strengthen these
colleges at a critical juncture in
our history, but to issue a chal-
lenge to all Americans with a
stake in the future of this country
to join us in helping to educate
the minority citizens who will
soon make up one-third of our
future workforce."

Support from the challenge
grant is contingent upon raising
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the remaining $49 million of the
$100 milion CAMPAIGN 2000
has earmarked for building and
renovating facilities at its 41 pri-
vate, historically black colleges
by January 1, 1994.

“In making this, the largest
grant in our history, we have
responded to an opportunity to
make anenormous difference in
the lives of Black Americans,"
said Alfred H. Taylor, Jr., chair-
man of The Kresge Foundation.
“There isno moreimportanttask
atthis time than educating young
people and ensuring that they
have the tools —and the oppor-
tunity — to succeed and be-
come productive citizens. By
helping the United Negro Col-
lege Fund and its CAMPAIGN
2000, we truly believe we can
have an important impact.”

CAMPAIGN 2000isthe most
ambitious fund-raising drive ever
undertaken in UNCF's 48-year
history. This $250 million effort
is designed to significantly
strengthen UNCF's 41 member
colleges and help produce the
intellectual capital America will
need in order to succeed in the
21stcentury. UNCF's 41 histori-
cally black colleges already

Foundation Helps Boost Most Ambitious
Re Ever Toward Its Goal

produce a quarter of all black
B.A.'sin physics and chemistry,
a fifth of all those in mathemat-
ics,and over 17 percentof those
in biology. With new funding
from CAMPAIGN 2000. these
colleges will be able to create
innovative new academic pro-
grams, build and renovate facili-
ties, sirengthen endowments,
develop faculty, and improve
overall administration. As of
November 30, this nationwide
effort had secured more than
$153 millionincashand pledges
from leading corporations, foun-
dations, and individual philan-
thropists.

The Kresge Foundationisan
independent, private foundation
created by the personal gifts of
Sebastian S. Kresge. The United
Negro College Fund, the largest
Black fundraising organization
inthe U.S., is a consortium of 41
private, historically Black col-
leges and universities and has
raised over $700 million for Black
higher education.

Foundedin 1944, the organi-
zation has been ranked among
the leading U.S. charities by
Money, Forbes, and The Non-
Profit Times.

Learning Disabilities Teleconference

The Southern Nevada Liter-
acy Coalition and the Commu-
nity College of Southern Nevada
will co-sponsora teleconference
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on assessment of learning dis-
abilities, from 12:30-2:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 11, at CCSN's
West Charleston campus, 6375
W. CharlestonBlvd., Bld. B-169.

“Assessment Instruments for
Use With the Disabled Popula-
tion” will be presented by Dale
R. Jordan, Ph.D., author of
dren, Adolescents and Adults.
Dr. Jordan is the director of the
Jones Learning Center, Univer-
sity of the Ozarks and of the
Wal-Mart and Proctor & Gamble
Summer Institute. A teacher,
administrator, lecturer and diag-
nostic specialist, Dr. Jordan
leads the fieldinidentifyinglearn-
ing disabilities in adults.

The teleconference is free
and open to the public. To reg-
ister, call 388-8951.




