
"THANK YOU SPIKE LEE, THANK YOU n 

My memory of meeting and 
remembering Malcolm X in New 

York before he was incarcer- 

ated, before he became a Mus- 

lim, and before he became the 
great leader he eventually be- 
came, certainly made me more 

than just another movie goer 
wanting to see a movie about his 
life. 

I was interested in seeing if 
the movie would really come 
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close to telling Malcolm’s story 
in unadulterated reality (as much 
could be allowed on screen), or 

would it be another fantasized 
film skirting around the stark 
realities of his life to focus on 

entertaining movie goers!! 
Priorto meeting Malcolm way 

back then in New York, I had 
attended high school in Phila- 
delphia with a Jeramiah Pugh, 
who eventually became Jer- 
amiah X and Malcolm’s succes- 

sor in the Nation of Islam. 
Both of my early in life expe- 

riences of meeting and actually 
knowing Malcolm X and Jer- 
amiah X, gave me a rather knowl- 
edgeable insight on the overall 
situation as an outside spectator 
observing and keeping up with 
the growth and development of 
two early in life acquittances 
involved in inner workings of the 
Nation of Islam. 

Knowing the two of them prior 
to their rise to power in the ranks 
of the Nation of Islam, perhaps 
made me a little more aware of 
the overall situation than most 

people making up the society 
known as Mr. and Mrs. John Q. 
Public. The memory of my early 
in life meetings and my sideline 
observations over the years 
keeping up with their respective 
lives certainly peaked my inter- 
est to see Lee’s finished results 
for several reasons. 

My personal knowledge of 
his early life plus my sidelines 
observations of his rise in power 
before his tragic death. Could 
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Spike Lee bring it all together in 
a meaningful portrayal? 

Would his finishing results 
create more controversy from 
various groups, similar to the 
earlier controversy from groups 
opposed to the idea of Spike Lee 
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making a film on the life of Mal- 
colm X? Would he be able to 

depict and tell the man's story in 
a believable manner that would 
enlighten those who knew, as 

well as those who never knew 
Malcolm X? 

These were the foremost 
thoughts running through my 
mind when I attended the pre- 
mier showing of Spike Lee's 
“Malcolm X" movie with thou- 

sands of others at the Baldwin 
Theatre on Tuesday evening 
November 17th, to benefit the 
Watts/Willowbrook Boys & Girls 
Club. 

All of our curiosities and 
questions were answered in the 
three and a half hours running 
time of the film. Spike Lee’s film 
version of Malcolm’s life in 
“Malcolm X" brings the viewer 
face to face with a live version of 
the great leader close to thirty 
years after his assassination 
through the convincing impres- 
sive acting and almost natural 
look aiike qualities Denzel 
Washington brings to the role. 

The look alike qualities and 
convincing roles played by the 
cast ensemble of Angela Bas- 
sett as Betty Shabazz, Al Free- 
man, Jr., as Elijah Muhammed, 
Delroy Undo as West Indian 
(See Ebony Etching, Page 11) 


