
THE GATES: COMMITTED TO EACH OTHER AND THE COMMUNITY 

Yvonne Atkinson-Gates ready 
to tackle Clark County’s prob- 
lems head on. 
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By Posey Davis 

Posters, flyers, speeches, 
debates, and cam paign fundrais- 
ers, everyone can hardly wait for 
the election. If you think you are 

fed up with the political hoopla, 
Yvonne and Lee Gates opened 
up and talked about their work 
and marriage in the realm of 
politics. 

Lee, 40, is a native of Las 
Vegas. He attended Highland 
Elementary, Matt Kelley Six 
Grade center, and Rancho High 
School. Lee graduated from 
Western High School and the 

Judge Lee Gates, willing to 
take the lead in protecting the 
rights of others. 
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University of Nevada, Las Ve- 
gas and received his law degree 
from the University of,Colorado. 

Yvonne 35, was born in 
Henderson, Nevada. She at- 
tended Madison Elementary and 
Wm. Orr Junior High. Yvonne 
graduated from Clark High 
School and the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas where she 
received her Bachelor’s and 
Master’s Degrees. 

Both have been involved in 
politics for a number of years. 
Lee said as a teenager he as- 

sisted with Ruby Duncan’s 

campaign. He was involved in 
University politics and remained 
involved. Her managed an East 
Texas law firm, was a Public 
Defender and District Attorney. 
He said he appeared in front of 
judges a lot and enjoyed work- 
ing with them, so he decided to 

apply for judgeship. He was 

appointed Clark County District 
Court Judge a year ago by 
Governor Bob Miller and is seek- 
ing re-election to this position. 

Yvonne said when she was 

15, she worked on her 
godfather's campaign, Cranford 
Crawford’s, Woodrow Wilson's 
campaign and a variety of other 
campaigns. She worked for the 
city, state and county govern- 
ment for 14 years, and worked 
with the school board for eight 
years. She's now desiring the 
County Commissioner’s seat 
which is the second most pow- 
erful position in the state of 
Nevada. 

Yvonne said she was drafted 
by friends to run for the school 
board and gota taste of being an 

elected official. She said she 
likes being involved in the com- 

munity and helping to solve 
problems. 

Lee said he felt compelled to 
be involved because of the ac- 

complishments of others like 
Martin Luther King and Malcolm 
X on the national level, and 
Charles West, Robert Reed and 
HP. Fitzgerald on the local level. 
I feel I have a duty to the commu- 

nity and society. 
Both Lee and Yvonne were 

first generation college gradu- 
ates. Lee’s parents were from 
Louisiana, his mother was a maid 
at the Flamingo and at the Des- 
ert Inn for 20 years and his father 
was a porter at the Desert Inn. 

Yvonne's parents were from 
Arkansas and also had menial 
jobs. 

Yvonne says, “the most in- 
fluential person in my life was 

my grandfather because he 
taught me about the values of 
life and the importance of edu- 
cation. 

“My older sister influenced 
me the most, because she would 
always read to me and my broth- 
ers and sisters, and when she 
finished reading the books, she 

gave them to me. She would 
always encourage me and told 
me how smart I was," Lee says. 

Both are from church-going 
families, and feel religion and 
family are important. Yvonne 
and Lee have three children, 
twins, Tony and Angie, 19 and 
Brian 9, who Yvonne remarks is 
the most supportive person in 
her life besides Lee. 

She says, “Lee always felt I 

could do things I did not think I 
(See The Gates, Page6) 

ACTIVIST SEEKS INVESTIGATION INTO 
ALLEGED RACIAL SLURS BY STEVE WYNN 

Sentinel-Voice 

Community activist Chester 
Richardson, Monday, asked the 
State Gaming Control Board to 
look into allegations that reli- 
gious and racial slurs have been 
made about employees by Mi- 
rage Resorts Chairman Steve 
Wynn. 

The allegations surfaced 
during a legal battle between 

Wynn and former Golden Nug- 
get General Manager Dennis 
Gomes, who quit his job at the 
Nugget to work for Wynn’s 
competition, Donald Trump, 
before his contract expired. 

Now managing the Taj Ma- 
hal in Atlantic City, N.J., Gomes 

made his allegations in a counter 
suit against Wynn. 

Gomes, reportedly has ac- 

cused Wynn of calling employ- 
ees “niggar," and “chink," among 
other things. 

Richardson, who is active in 
the Las Vegas N AAC P and other 
organizations faxed a letter to 

gaming officials, requesting, in 
addition to the formal investiga- 
te Activist, Page 6) 

JOCKEY TRAVEL SERVICES 
FULL SERVICE 

AGENCY 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

•LOWESTPOSSIBLE RATES 
INDIVIDUAL & GROUP TRAVEL 

• CRUISE • AIR • TOURS 
•FULLY COMPUTERIZED 

• CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEO 
• ASK ABOUT TICKET DELIVERY 
• STAFFED WITH CERTIFIED 

TRAVEL CONSULTANTS 

795-7772 (702) 739-9256 FAX 
1-300-634-6649 

AT JOCKEY CLUB RESORT PROPERTIES 3700 S LAS VEGAS BLVD 

CHECKS 
CASHED 

HERE 
IT USEDnRE 
CHEAPER 
THAN “CHECKING 

ACCOUNT. 
Cash your check at a place like this every 

week and it’ll run you about $2.50. Buy 
five money orders at sixty-five cents apiece 
and you’re spending well over ten bucks 

every month just to use your money. 
Which isn't exactly cheap, but it’s prob- 

ably less than what a bank charges, right? 
Wrong. 
At U.S. Bank, you can have a checking 

account for as little as three bucks a month. 
Which means you can cash your paychecks 
for free and write up to ten checks a 

month. After that it costs fifty cents a pop. 
So why are we doing this? Because one 

thing we realize in these tight financial 
times is that we’re 

all in this together. jlAsjl BANK. 
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