» Educator

+ Journalist
= Consultant
* Counselor

HILTON

ARE SOME
CHOICES
NECESSARY?

KEITH O. HILTON

Louis X Chose the Master Teacher

Yes, some choices are nec-
essary. According to “The Auto-
biography of Malcolm X", “The
Muslim's "X" symbolized the true
African family namethathe never
could know. Mr. Muhammad
taught that we would keep this
*X" until God Himself retumed
and gave us a Holy Name from
His own mouth.”

Malcolm X, Louis X, Stanley

2X, John 13X, etc. The "X*isa
tradition of the Nation Of Islam.
Malcolm X (even as El Hajj El
Malik Shabazz) acknowledged
this until the end.

Those people who today
fashionablywear the *X" need to
be reminded of this. Once thisis
done, perhaps the process of
making deeper choices will
become clearer.
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At one pivotal point in his-
tory, a very young Louis X was
faced with making a‘'choice. He
hadto choose between two men
whom he loved dearly.

One man had become a
surrogate father to him (Malcolm
X) and the other was the Master
Teacher (the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad.) Although he loved
both, Louis X chose the Master
Teacher.

Bothmen, history has shown
us, are iwo of the greatest Afri-
can leaders to date. Both men,
strengths, faults and all, con-
tinue to impact people world-
wide.

Contemporary history also
shows us that today, the Honor-
able Louis (X) Farrakhan and
the Lost Found Nation of Isiam,
are revered and respected
throughout the African world.

HILTON: HIGHER EDUCA-
TION continues to go on record
as being an advocate of organi-
zation building (i.e. Howard
University, INVR STANDARDS,
the African National Congress,
the National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association, etc.), there-
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fore, we salute the Nation of
Islam for their continuous van-
guard role in African communi-
ties in America.

Choices. For many college
students, “The Autobiography of
Malcolm X" is required reading.
That is not a choice. However,
what they do with the informa-
tion that they glean from the
document is often times a per-
sonal choice.

Likewise, what they (and
millions of others) do with the
movie directed by Spike Lee, is
alsoapersonal choice. The Pan
African movement will not begin
nor stop with the release of the
story of our great Malcolm.

Choices. Some ofthosewho
praise Malcolm X today would

probably not associate with him
it he were alive - but will patron-
ize a movie. That is also a
personal choice.

We concur, somewhat, with
Minister Farrakhanwhen he says
that there are some who fear the
growing influence of the Nation
of Islam and that the story of
Malcolm's life and death in the
wrong hands will be chaotic and
disruptive.

However, we believe even
strongerwith hiswords that “The
more (they) elevate Malcolm,
they cannot help but elevate the
teachings of the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad, whichwereandare
the base of Malcolm X."

" Yes, some choices are nec-
essary. In retrospect, some

October 15, 1992

choices could have been better.
And sometimes choices are not
either/or, but rather and/also.

It is okay and advisable to
choice the best from the lives
andteachings of Elijah, Malcolm
X, Louis X, Jesse, Fannie Lou,
Marcus, etc.

We simply hope that the
majority of the choices that Afri-
cans continue to make arein the
long run for the betterment of
humanity. So far, history has
shown that they have been.

HILTON: HIGHER EDUCA-
TION is designed to dialogue
with college and world readers.
Education is ongoing and cer-
tainly not limited to classroom
sludy Let's talk. (714) 899-

ALPHA PHI ALPHA ANNOUNCES '60-T0-
HIGH SCHOOL, GO-TO-COLLEGE” MONTH

The month of October has
beendesignated as “Go-To-High
School, Go-To-College” month
for the chapters of Alpha Phi Al-
pha Fratemily, Inc. around the
world. The purpose is to high-
light the service projects of the
fraternity that are conducted
throughout the year.

Alpha Phi Alpha is a service
organization foundedin 1906 on
the principles of providing aid,
as needed, to our fellow man.
With the social turmoil that is
prevalent in our country, the
members of Alpha have focused
their energy on improving that
status of the African-American
males in grades 3 through 12.
Our members are meeting with
the young menonaregularbasis
working fo increase their self-
esteem, andraise theiracademic
levels. While the ultimate goal is
to prepare the young men for
institutions of higher learning,
they are reminded that that can
make significant contribution fo
their community and society in
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general by making the most of
their abilities.

Each chapter of Alpha Phi
Alpha is emphasizing the work
they do with the young African-
American males during the
month of October as a way of
demonstrating the faith it has in
this country. The fratemity en-
courages other organizations to
respond by working fo change
the circumstances that lead to
the plight ot so many of ouryoung
neighbors. Through the collec-
tive efforts of Alpha Phi Alpha
and others that care, we can
work fo overcome the cumula-
tive disadvantages caused by
years of denial and discrimina-
tion in housing, education and

employment.

The fratemity has initiated
over 125,000 men since its
founding. Ithas been interracial
since 1945, there are more than
400 college chapters in cam-
puses, and more than 400alumni
chapters in local communities,
located inthe United States, the
Caribbean, Europe, Asia, and
Africa.

Among its notable members
are Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Former Supreme Court Justice,
Thurgood Marshall, New York
Mayor, David Dinkins, Health
and Human Services Secretary,
Luis Sullivan, John H. Johnson
of Johnson Publications, and a
host of others.

GRATEFUL COORS “LITERACY.

PASS IT ON.”

PARTICIPANT

BENEFITS FROM PROGRAM

ATLANTA, GA: If there is
anyone left who doesn't believe
thatilliteracyis a “faceless” prob-
lem, they need only look at a
letter from one grateful partici-
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pantinthe Coors *Literacy. Pass
It On." campaign.

Shirley Ann Newman-Smith,
who entered the program read-
ing on the third grade level, had
this to say about the Coors liter-
acy program:

“I.am a single parent of nine
children, who has been out of
school for twenty-nine years. |
would just like to thank you and
the Lord up above, for giving you
the mind to put the ‘Pass It On."
program into action.”

“This program enabled me to
improve my reading skills. When
| first enrolled in O.1.C., | was
reading on a third grade level:
now am | reading on a nminth
grade level. | had my ming set
on not stopping until | gradu-
ated’

(See Grateful Coors, Page 18)




