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COMMITTEES LOOK TO IMPROVE POLICE/COMMUNITY RELATIONS - -

By Lee Brown

Las Vegas' two police/community
relations committees met Wednesday
evening at the Doolittle Community
Center in the hopes of informing the
public as to what has been done to
improve police/community relations,
especially since the racial unrest in
April. However, one thing was missing;
the community.

The Metro/Community Relations
Sub-Committee, recently joined forces
with the Police/Community Relations
Committee, in the hopes of establishing
a better rapport with the African Ameri-
can community, but only a handful of
West Las Vegas residents and mem-
bers of the press were in attendance.

The Metro/Community Relations
Sub-Committee, created by Mayor Jan
Jones' recently established Multi-Juris-
dictional Task Force, was formed as a
direct result of the upheaval following
the Rodney King verdict.

Thomas Gholson, Deputy Director

of the Housing Authority, is chairman of
the commitiee, and acted as the pro-
grams moderator. L1. Cliff Davis of the
Metropolitan Police Department is aiso
on the committee, along with long-iime
West Las Vegas resident John Foster.

Gholson provided, to the small group
on hand, a list of the sub-committee's
Immediate Action Recommendations,
which wascomprised of several priority
plans of action thatincluded supporting
the August 25,1992 policy and proce-
dures changes agreed upon by the
Police/Community Relations Commit-
tee and the Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment, and organizing, by November
1992, programs for Las Vegas Housing
Autharity Residents Councils to inter-
act with Metro, including Town Meet-
ings to discuss community policing
actions with the general public.

The Metro/Community Relations
Sub-Committee recently met, for the
first time, with the two-year-old Police/
Community Relations Committee, ac-

cording to Gholson, and the two intend

to work closely in the future.
Undersheriff Eric Cooper repre-

sented Police/Community Relations

‘Committee, which was formed in 1990

at the request of community leaders.
The committee is comprised of 11
members from various ethnic groups
within the community and 4 members
of the Metropolitan Police Department.
Citizen members of the committee in-
clude local NAACP President, Rev.
Jesse Scott, and Chester Richardson,
while LVMPD members include Sheriff
John Moran, Lt. Cliff Davis, and Coo-
per.

According {o Cooper, a survey was
sent out to a cross section of residents
ofthe minority community this pastJune.
The survey asked residents what
changes they would like to see in the
manner that Metro deals with the pub-
lic, and if there was a specific program
that they would like to see Metro spon-
sor in the community, amongst others.

EOB TRANSPORTATION COMPLAINTS CONTINUE

By Joan Shepard

A Las Vegas handicapped senior
citizen who claims she has been mis-
treated by the transportation division of
the Economic Opportunity Board of
Clark County said she will meet tomor-
row with the state’s Equal Rights
Commission to see if herrights as adis-
abled senior citizen have beenviolated,
the Las Vegas Sentinel-Voice has
learmed.

Unlike many others who have com-
plaints against the E.O.B. bus service
but who are afraid to come forward,
Lois Kellup, 62, who uses a cane and
walks with alimp said she refuses to be
intimidated. *I am a fighter,” said Kel-
lup.

A transportation driver climbs aboard an empty E.O.B. bus that was spotted
parked in front of an apartment complex during a busy afternoon.
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The handicapped senior said her

about the incident which occurred ear-

The handicapped women's com- lier this year. transportation woes have continued.
plaints include: verbal abuse and de- Kellup said that following her com-  Kellup said she now must transfer at the
nial of service. plaint about verbal abuse she did not Downtown Transportation Center in

*lwas calleda bitch, by a dispatcher,”
said Kellup. “I complained and nothing
happened. The dispaicher was pro-
moted.”

Kellup said she met with John Del
Mare, E.O.B. transportation director,

receive bus service for five weeks. At
the time of the complaint, earlier this
year in February, Kellup was working
as a foster grandparent at the Nevada
Treatment Center. She transferred to
Child Haven in September.

order to get home whereas before she
got direct service without transferring.

Inresponse to Kellup's charges, Del
Mare said they were “without sub-

stance.”
(See Complaints, Page 7)

Metro/Community Relations Sub-Committee Chairman Thomas Gholson
(L), Lt. Cliff Davis (C), and Undersheriff Eric Cooper, have high hopes of
establishing a better rapport with the entire Las Vegas community.

As a result of the survey, the com-
mittee came up with a list of proposed
recommendations that were presented
to the LVYMPD and resulted in 12 de-

partment policy and procedure adjust-
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mentswhichincluded the utilizationofa
Use of Force Board, Minority Recruit-
ment, Cultural Awareness/Minority
Relations Training, and Community

(See Committees, Page 5)
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