POLITICAL POINTS:

"STEPPING DOWN WHILE MOVING UP”

by Assemblyman Wendell P Williams SEE PAGE 2

By Joan Shepard

Plagued by a rising tide of com-
plaints ranging from lack of air condi-
tioning to failure to retum patients home
following medical appointments, the bus
service for the elderly and the handi-
capped operated by the Economic
Opportunity Board of Clark County has
come under the scrutiny of U.S. Harry
Reid and the Regional Transportation
Commission.

“*Such shortfalls in service for those
most in need is inexcusable,” said
Senator Reid.

In addition, Kurt Weinrich, director
of the Regional Transportation Com-
mission told Reid that the shipment of
17 new buses were not equipped with
the proper air conditioning equipment.

The E.O.B. bus service is partof a
network of social services provided by
E.O.B., which is funded by the federal
govenment. Reid also said that he

informed Health and Human Services
secretary, Louis Sullivan, about the
situation and is awaiting a response.

The RTC (Regional Transportation
Commission) has stared investigating
about a dozen new complaints gath-
ered by Alcinda Miller, on behalf of
elderly and handicapped people who
are unable to negotiate the bureau-
cratic procedure.

Miller has used the E.O.B. during a
period when she had atleast one dozen
operations in several Las Vegas Hospi-
fals. *People have been complaining
formore thanayear.” said Miller. “When
| started gathering complaints this time,
many were discouraged because they
never saw any resulls the last ime they

One of the most serious problems
this summer has been the lack of air
conditioningin brand new E.O.B. buses.
E.O.B. fransportation director, John Del
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THE RAY WILLIS REPORT:

"RAPPIN’' QUAYLE"
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by Posey Davis

Mare, said the air conditioning should
be repaired by the end of the month. Del
Mare said he was unable to rent substi-
tute buses this summer because of the
red tape involved. In addition, he said
he did not feel that the lack of air condi-
tioning representeda healthemergency
despite high Las Vegas temperatures.
"What is extreme heat,” said Del Mare.
“|t was either no air conditioning or no
buses.”

The E.O.B. transportation director
blamed the air conditioning breakdown
on an inadequate compressor. How-
ever, Del Mare said he wrote the speci-
fications for the new buses.

The RTC has begun to investigate
the following categories of complaints:

1.The policy requiring riders to call
at midnight or & a.m. for appointments.

2.Long waits up to four hours for a
retumn trip home.

3.Early pickup, two or three hours,

OLYMPIC HOPEFUL SEEKS SPONSORSHIP

By Muhammad Abduliah

Ever since she was in pre-school
Tasha King, a fifteen year old Olympic
hopeful, has had a love for ice-skating.
She has developed her own unique
style and has amassed over 30 fro-
phies, medals and awards in ice-skat-
ing competitions throughout California,
namely Paim Springs, Palos Verdes,
Burbank, Paramount and Costa Mesa,
in seven years.

Tasha has alsc competed in On-
tario, Canada and Reno, Nevada and
recently (i.e. one year ago) moved o
Las Vegas along with her grandpar-
ents, Arthur & Lea Rankin fo continue
hertraining in hopesof competinginthe
1994 or 1996 Olympics.

Tasha is presently fraining at the
Sante Fe Hotel & Casino ice Arena,
where she also works part-lime as an
instructor when she is not in school, fo
help pay for her training.

Her grandparents have been her
legal guardians since she was 13
months old due to the break-up of her
parents, and have encouraged her to
achieve herdream since the age of five.

Tasha is a student at Cimmarron
High School and has had her share of

(See Olympic Hopeful, Page 1)
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EOB employees inspect one of the 12 empty buses recently parked in the

transportation yard at “H" and Bonanza.

prior fo an appointment.

4.Dispatcher rudeness.

5.Fear by riders they will refused
service if they lodge a complaint.

Del Mare said E.O.B.'s main prob-
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lem is shortage of buses. Currently,
E.O.B. service about 900 people a day,
but has to refuse service to about 300-
400 people a day.
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