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BIGGEST NIGHTMARE 
An educated BiacK man is 

White America’s biggest night- 
mare." 

-Father Clemens 
Turn on television news or 

look i n your daily newspaper any 
day. Odds are you will see an 

African-American male in an 

“arresting” pose—most likely 
with his hands in the air or be- 
hind his back in handcuffs. 

What's the deal here? Why 
do Black men get negative p.r. 
so frequently? 

An often quoted statistic is 
that one-fourth of all Black men 

in America are captive to the 
criminals justice system—either 
in prison or on parole. What 
about the other three-fourths 
then? If one-fourth is in trouble 
with the law, that leaves a major- 
ity, three-fourths, who are free 
and clear of criminal involve- 
ment. 

The image of the African- 
American male as portrayed 
through the media would have 
you falsely believe that all Black 
men are criminal minded. Bi- 
ased typecasting like this works 
insidiously to change percep- 
tions into a false expected real- 
ity. 

Now that we know that a vast 

majority of Black men in Amer- 
ica have a positive rather than a 

negative profile, what should we 

do to make perceptions more 

closely reflect reality? We should 
promote Black men who are 

gainfully employed and who are 

engaged in activities which 
contribute in a positive way to 

society. At every opportunity, 
we should reinforce that Black 
men by-and-large are non-vio- 
lent, God-fearing, upstanding 
citizens. 

If that message was consis- 
tently related through the media, 
the positive result would be 
overwhelming. The result; Black 
men as a whole would not be 
perceived as violent or threaten- 
ing. After all, it’s the perception, 
not the reality that is the biggest 

proDiem. 
Little old ladies would not be 

inclined to cross over to the other 
side of the street or clutch their 
purses to avoid coming close to 
Black men. A much more har- 
monious relationship between 
Blacks and Whites in general 
would be fostered. Race rela- 
tions would be vastly improved. 

How could such a simple 
remedy go largely ignored? 
Because no one wants to pro- 
mote members of another race 

and culture whom they don’t 
directly identify with. 

Realistically, no one should 
be expected to take responsibil- 
ity for the Black race but Black 
men. I say that because it is the 
male of a race on whose shoul- 
der fall the mantle of leadership. 
The same goes for other races 

too. Since the beginning of time, 
it has been man's nature to 

support and nurture those who 
look like him and who more 

closely resemble him in terms of 
race and culture. 

Right now is a critical time in 
the history of Black people in 
America. So, let’s not waste any 
more time. Get busy now. Seize 
every opportunity you can to 

nurture, care for, and support 
our own, the same as others do 
for theirs. 

Oddly enough, other cultures 
seem to place greater emphasis 
on group and collective support. 
As a result, their successes are 

well known. It's high time we did 
the same. 

To know is to grow. Until 
next week. 

Having just returned from the 
quarterly Executive Board meet- 

ing of the Alliance in New York, 
some of the discussions that 
went on there were quite inter- 
esting and provocative. Per- 
haps the most provocative was 

the discussion that took place 
regarding the tendency for pro- 
gressive organizations to react 
to situations as opposed to tak- 
ing the offensive and attempting 
to change situations or create 
situations that are more favor- 
able to the people from the out- 
set. For example, if one were to 
look at the various organizations 
involved in “the struggle" we find 
they all have one thing in com- 

mon. They are at a constant 

disadvantage, always struggling 
to catch up to what the Beast 
has done. Never do we, as a 

group, sit down and plan what 
we would like to see done, within, 
of course, the scope of our vari- 
ousorganizations. For example, 
what would the NAACP like to 
see this country look like relative 

to the economic sphere in 2010; 
what would the Alliance like to 
see in terms of the rights of politi- 
cal prisoners, the rights of Na- 
tive Americans, the rights of 
African Americans or Human 
Rights in general in 2010. 

By setting a goal, it allows 
everyone to structure their activ- 
ity around reaching that goal. In 
that situation, when the Beast 
puts obstacles in your path, you 
find ways to circumvent the 
obstacle, because you under- 
stand exactly where you have to 

go or where you want to go, and 
now the only choice is, what is 
the most efficient method for 
getting there considering the 
obstacle that’s in your path. If, 
for example, you are on the 
highway to your goal and the 
Beast suddenly blows up a 

bridge over the river, then you 
know you have two choices: You 
can either rebuild the bridge or 

you can get a fast boat to cross 

the river. 
I say that realizing that it is 

somewhat of a simplistic ex- 

ample; but merely to illustrate 
the necessity for us to set goals 
that we want to see, as opposed 
to reacting to things that some- 

one else does. As long as we 

continue to do that, we will con- 

tinue to be behind, always strug- 
gling to catch up and rectify the 
damage that's already been 
done. 

If one were to go back histori- 
cally and look as far back as, 
let’s say 1964, when the Repub- 
lican right wing forces were de- 
feated by the less right wing 
Democratic Party forces, it was 

thought that the ultra-right had 
been finally defeated and that it 
would never threaten again. 
Clearly, from recent history, 
nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

What the ultra-right did was 

go back and, as we used to say, 
among musicians, “go to the 
woodshed" and really plan and 
really get their act together, and 
decided what they would like to 

see the country look like in 1992. 
And lo and behold, in 1992 it 
very clearly resembles whet it 
was they decided they wanted it 
to look like. We must learn to do 
the same thing. We must learn 
to decide what it is that we want 
the country to look like and then 
structure our activities and our 

goals to bring the country to that 
position. 

For too long we have been 
brainwashed into believing that 
only a certain group of people 
can run the country, only a cer- 

tain group of people can exer- 

cise control over the country. 
That is not true, we don’t always 
have to struggle to reverse what 
Master has done. 

At some point in time it will 
be necessary to take the reins of 
control away from Master and 
dictate to Master what he will do. 
Master then will, at that point, 
have no choice but to acquiesce 
for his own survival. 

La lucha continual 
The Struggle Continues! 

H.L.V.... THE WESTSIDE STORY 

TRUE EXPLOITATION 
By h.k. Brown 

As the new sports season 

gets underway, I thought it would 
be interesting to examine a re- 

occurring position which has 
been taken by economic elitists. 
It has been suggested that sports 
athletes in the areas of football, 
basketball, and baseball; receive 
too much money for their efforts. 

Because we don’t have the 
space in this particular discus- 
sion, I won’t reflect upon the fact 
that these references aren't 
applied to the “white collar" sports 
of, golf and tennis in the same 

way. Is it because minorities 
have gained access to the big 
buck? Anyway, that isn’t the 
meat of this particular discus- 
sion. My whole and only point is, 
what is wrong with these pro ball 
players making the big dollars? 

If we look beyond the exploi- 
tation of the media and crafty 
team owners, we would quickly 
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realize some logical facts. First, 
the players salaries are printed 
in the papers. We can’t begin to 

imagine how much money the 
owners make! If the general 
public had access to their earn- 

I- 

ings, we would really understand 
what money making is. No owner 

is going to pay these large sala- 
ries, unless he is making ten 
times as much off their efforts! 

Secondly, the athlete is the 

"whole" industry! Unlike other 
areas like car making or space 
development, where the prod- 
ucts are created and then sold; 
in sports the athlete sells his or 
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KNPR 89.5 FM PUBLIC RADIO 
presents 

KNPR Twilight 
Park Concerts 

Friday, Sept. 25 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Jaycee Park, Eastern & St. Louis 

The 
Persuasions 

"a cappella ... street comer symphony" 

TICKETS ($10.00) ARE ON SALE NOW! 
Available at all Prestige Travel Centers 

and at the KNPR Studios. 
(All Seating General Admission Lawn Seating. 

Children six and under admitted free.) 
Call 456-6695 For More Information. 
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