
JESSE AND THE JEWS 
By Alexander M. Schindler 
(Reprinted with permission 

from the Los Anaeles Times) 
It is tempting to dwell on the 

earlier days when the black- 
Jewish alliance changed the 
course of American history by 
demanding racial justice and an 

end to discrimination at lunch 
counters and in the voting booth, 
in public schools and public 
accommodations. 

Certainly it is more comfort- 
ing to recall the sight of a Martin 
Luther King flanked by Rabbis 
Abraham Joshua Heschel and 
Maurice Eisendrath leading tens 
of thousand of civil rights march- 
ers than to think about the killing 
of 29-year-old Yankel Rosen- 
baum last year by an angry crowd 
in Brooklyn amid cries of “Hitler 
was right." 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson was 

active in those glory days that 
we so nostalgically recall. As an 

aide to Dr. King he was a key 
player in the coalition of decency 
in which blacks and Jews were 

such indispensable partners. But 
time and events have led many 
of us to view him now as having 
contributed to those tensions that 
currently divide our communi- 
ties, even as he has a unique 
potential to be a bridge over 

troubled waters. 
Yet honesty compels us to 

admit that the Jewish commu- 

nity has failed to respond to or 

even acknowledge his efforts to 

repair the breach. He confronted 
Mikhail Gorbachev in Geneva 
on the issue of Soviet Jewry. To 
protest the obscenity of Presi- 
dent Reagan’s visit to Bitburg, 
he made his own visit to Ger- 
many, to what had been a Nazi 
concentration camp. He has 
consistently called for improved 
relations with the Jewish com- 

munity. 
In Brusselsearlierthis month, 

at an international conference 
on anti-Semitism, he delivered a 

speech clearly aimed at recon- 

ciliation with the Jewish commu- 

nity; he praised Zionism as a 

“liberation movement" and called 
for Jews and blacks to renew 

their joint fight against racism. 
He suggested that blacks and 
Jews “share church and syna- 
gogue experiences, share our 

holy days, so that we might have 
a greater appreciation of each 
other." 

Two weeks later, at the 
Democratic Convention he 
again reached out, speaking 
movingly about the Holocaust 
and praising Israel Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin’s “wisdom in 
affirming negotiation over con- 

frontation.” 
Our Common Enemies 

Rejoice 
These and other efforts were 

often met with suspicion and 
silence. But justice and self- 
interest demand otherwise. Let 
us not nurse our wounds and 
translate every difference into a 

grievance, every controversy 
into combat, every disagreement 
into a bloodletting. Only our 

common enemies rejoice when 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN MINISTER FORMS RELIGIOUS 
RIGHTS GROUP TO FIGHT RELIGIOUS KIDNAPPING 

Washington DC— In the 
wake of a rash of arrests and 
indictments of religious “depro- 
grammers" over the past year, 
including several with connec- 
tions to the religious hate group 
known as Cult Awareness Net- 
work, an organization has been 
formed by an African-American 
minister to stand up for religious 
liberty and to eradicate religious 
kidnappings by pushing for crimi- 
nal prosecutions of the kidnap- 
pers. 

Dr. Issac N. Brooks, Jr., a 

minister and religious freedom 
advocate, heads the new De- 

programming Survivors Net- 
work, whose members include 
deprogramming victims, former 
deprogrammers, religious free- 
dom scholars and ministers. 
Brooks stated, “Religious kid- 
nappings such as the one of 
Wendy Potter, a former Miss 
Black America runner-up candi- 
date, by the three time convicted 
deprogrammer Ted Patrick must 
cease. She was forcibly kidnap- 
ped and detained for weeks liv- 
ing in fear all because of her 
Christian beliefs.” 

The group is calling for the 
prosecution of criminal depro- 
grammers, citing as other ex- 

amples the several Cult Aware- 
ness Network-linked deprogram- 
mers indicted in Boise, Idaho, 
earlier this year for the violent 
kidnapping of a woman from her 

home in full viewof her two young 
children. The woman was forci- 
bly detained for several days 
and was released by her abduc- 
tors only after friends alerted the 
media and local authorities. 

“America was found on the 
principles that every citizen has 
the right to choose his own reli- 
gious beliefs and to practice 
those beliefs." Dr. Brooks stated. 
“Blood has been spilled on many 
a battlefield to protect these free- 
doms. 

'Deprogrammers’ who vio- 
late these fundamental rights by 
illegally kidnapping and detain- 

ing adherents of particular relig- 
ions must pay for their crimes. 
Religious kidnapping must 
cease." 

Deprogramming Survivors 

Network spokesman Chris Gar- 
rison, himself a survivor of a 

kidnapping from his chosen reli- 
gion, stated, “This horror must 
end. We can not allow this bru- 
tality to exist in our United 
States.” 

The further mission of the 
Deprogramming Survivors Net- 
work, according to Garrison, is 
to promote communication, tol- 
erance and understanding be- 
tween family members on mat- 
ters of religious belief. “This is a 

very sensitive issue that de- 
mands love and understanding, 
never violence," said Garrison. 

More information is available 
from Deprogramming Survivors 
Network at 325 Pennsylvania 
Ave. SE, Washington, DC 
20003. 
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JESSE JACKSON 
blacks and Jews square off 
against each other. Jews can’t 
afford it. Blacks can’t afford it. 
America and the world can’t af- 
ford it. 

We live at a time when racial 
and religious and ethnic tensions 
are growing, when “ethnic 
cleansing" is ravaging the for- 
mer Yugoslavia and xenopho- 
bia fuels violence against for- 
eigners in Austria and Germany, 
when Gypsies are threatened in 
Eastern Europe and a former 
imperial grand wizard of the Ku 
Klux Klan wins a majority of white 
votes in Louisiana. 

In such an hour, we must 
look beyond the hurts and griev- 

ances of the past. Blacks and 
Jews need each other not only 
because of our common ene- 

mies but because of our com- 

mon dreams. Together, we 

share a vision of a just and open 
and generous society. Together 
we identify with the weak and 
the stranger. Together, we hold 
that it is the foremost task of 
government to achieve social, 
economic and political justice. 

Jesse Jackson is an eloquent 
spokesman for that shared vi- 
sion. He is the most widely 
acknowledged leader of 
America’s black community, a 

staunch defenderof his people’s 
rights and dignity, a powerful 
voice for the poor and the pow- 
erless, the jobless and the hun- 

gry, of every color and creed in 
our nation. He has earned the 

respect of millions of Americans 
as a leader of political, intellec- 
tual and moral power on the 
great and vexing issues of our 

time. And he has grown, and 
changed, and reached out. 

At a time when toxic waters 
of racism are rising from the Urals 
in Europe to the bayous of Lou- 
isiana, Jews should welcome the 
hand Jesse Jackson has ex- 

tended to us. Let us do so for our 
own sake, for America's sake, 
for Israel’s sake, for the sake of 
justice, brotherhood and peace 
—for all the moral principles and 
ethical values Jews have stood 
and died for during our history as 

a people. 
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Responsible Leadership 
Jay Bingham has led the fight for safer streets, better 
transportation and improved planning in Clark County. In fact, it 
was Jay who developed the six-point plan to deter gang 
activity in our neighborhoods. He currently serves as chairman 
of the Clark County Commission and has held his District B seat 
since 1985. We need Jay to continue to fight for us. 

What lay Has Done: 
• Supported state water conservation efforts. 
• Overseen more than $40 million worth of capital 

improvement projects in District B. 
• Passed the Clark County Master Plan and abides by its 

common sense to growth planning. 
What Jay Will Continue To Work For: 
• Eliminate wasteful government programs and use 

available resources for areas that are under-financed. 
• Continue to implement responsible growth management. 
• Renew support for programs that deter gang activity. 
• Maintain one of the lowest tax burdens of any county in 

the United States. 
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