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LEAD POISONING
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SEVERE THREAT TO OUR CHILDREN

An Op-Ed by U.S.
Rep. Cardiss Collins (D-L)

If you had the opportunity to
prevent led poisoning, which is
most commonly found in low-
income urban Black, White, and
Hispanic children, would you
take advantage of it?

That's a guestion facing
Congress currently asa result of
a bill Iintroduced at the end of
last year, H.R. 3956, the Oil
Recyclingand Safe Handling Act
(ORSHA).

This legislation propose a
system for stopping the single
largest source of industrial air-
born lead pollution in the coun-
try: the unregulated burning of
used oil in boilers to heat and
fuel schools, hospitals, apart-
ments and industries.

Burning dirty used is as
dangerous as dumping it in the
trash or sewers, and perhaps
evenmore so. Used oil typically
is contaminated with deadly
amountsofled, chromium, arse-
nic, cadmium, and other toxins,
often in higher concentrations
than those found in hazardous
wastes. These contaminants
are not destroyed by simple
burning. If they are notremoved
from used oil before itis burned,
these toxicelements become air
poliution. Eventually they fall
back to earth and poison the
land and water as well.

Pollution from the burning of
used oil is a particular concem
because of the threat it poses to
children. Leadisknown to cause
brain damage and other neuro-
logical disorders, especially in
young children.

In fact, Health and Human
Services Secretary Dr. Louis
Sullivan has declared lead “the
number one environmental
health threat to children.” Cur-
rently, almost 800 million gal-

lons of poisonous used oil are
bumed every year, generating
almost 600,000 pounds of lead.

There currentlyis nonational
plan for safely managing used
oiltodecontaminate itbefore itis
burned. In contrast to the
government's ongoing attention
to led in paint, water and gaso-
line, it has virtually ignored the
lead thread posed by the hap-
hazard handling of used oil. But
given the overwhelming evi-
dence thatthe unregulated bum-
ing of used oil is poisoning our
health and environment with
lead, Congress should be eager
to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity before it to create a na-
tional used oil management
system that works.

There is no excuse for allow-
ing any form of lead poisoning to
continue, particularly when the
source is used oil, a valuable
resource that can be safely re-
cycled without posing a threat to
human health or the environ-
ment.

The technology exists today
to cost-effectively refine used
oil, which cleans and prepares it
to be used as a lubricant. Tech-
nology also exists to simply
decontaminate used oil so thatit
can be used as a fuel without
severe repercussions. In states
that use such technology, used
oil is safely recycled.

The best example of a suc-
cessful used oil recycling sys-
tem is in California, where more
used oil is collected and safely
recycled per capita that in any
other state.

The California system works
because itencourages consum-
ers to take their used oil to col-
lection sites, and gives every-
one confidence that the oil will
be decontaminated before it is
used again.
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Expertsbelieve thatthe Cali-  system for the safe manage-
fornia system shouldbe usedas  mentof used oil. ORSHA would

a model for a federal program  establish strict quidelines for the
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that would encourage used oil ~ safe handling and disposal of
recycling. H.R. 3956 would used oil, ensuring that lead and
established such a nationwide  other toxins are removed before

itis used again as a fuel or lube
stock.

This plan also would make
used oil recycling more conven-
ient for do-it-yourselfers by cre-
ating incentives for non-profit
organizations and businesses,
including stores, quick-lube
shops and service stations to
collect used oil for recycling.

Reducing lead emissions thal
pollute the environmentis awell-
accepted and widely endorsed
priority of our environmental
slatues and regulations.

For the sake of our children
and our environment, | urge our
people to demand action from
their representatives in Con-
gress in support of this initiative.
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You may qualify for our Home
Improvement Loan Program.

What do you do when your home needs work but
your budget needs a boost? Easy. Come visit us
at First Interstate Bank.

If you own and live in a single family detached
home, and have a household income at or below
the income levels established for this program,
you may qualify for a government insured home
improvement loan.
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How to fix up your home without

whittling down your finances.

Under our Home Improvement Loan Program,
you can borrow from $2,000 to $15,000, with a
fixed interest based on the current market rate.

Most remodeling work such as a new roof, new
kitchen, or bath, new cooling, heating, plumbing,
wiring or a new paint job is eligible.

So fix up your home the easy way. With a home
improvement loan from First Interstate Bank. To
find out if you qualify, contact any First Interstate

Bank office.
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