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For Bobby Brown, the past
five years have been one in-
credibie journey. 1988's Don't
Be Cruel, only his second MCA
LP, has sold more than 8 million
copiesworldwide todate, estab-
lishing the young singer, song-
writer, producer and electrifying
stage performer as a pop star of
international proportions. And
now, with his name and image
clearly elched on pop music's
honor roll, Bobby Brown pre-
pares forwhathecalls “The Next
Phase."

Bobby, his long-anticipated
new MCA album, re-teams
Brown primarily with New Jack
Swing wunderkind Teddy Riley
(who co-produced Michael
Jackson's multi-platinum LP
Dangerous) —withwhom Bobby
wrote and produced Brown's
Don' Be Cruel smash single,
“My Prerogative” —and the pro-
duction team of L.A. and Ba-
byface, who wrote and produced
most of the Don't Be Cruel LP.

Bobby is 14 dynamic new
cuts, including the instant hitfirst
single, *Humpin® Around.”
Among the. other -gems:  "Get

Away.’ a song.abouthe gossip -

and-tabloid fodder, that is a by,
product of being a celebrity;
*Something In Common,"a duet
with none other than Brown's
new wife, superstar Whitney
Houston; the quintessential New
Jackgroove, “Two Can Play That
Game," andits slowjam counter-
parts, sultry New Jack ballads
“Lovin’ You Down" and “One
More Night."

There are some surprises:
*Good Enough" is an
ol'fashioned good-time soul
sway, thekind of mid-tempo sing-
along destined to become an
R&B classic. Meanwhile, “Col-
lege Girl," a tantalizing sexy
ballad, and mellow, almostjazzy
“Storm Away" both supply the
clearest examples of Brown's
growthas awriter and producer,
Closing out the album is the
heart-warming “I'm Your Friend,"
written and produced by con-
lemporary gospel star BeBe
Winans, which features Bobby
in a duet with newcomer Debra
Winans. At the center of the
project is a new Bobby Brown,
Having vocally matured in the
years since Don't Be Cruel, he
sounds better than ever. But
stardom hasn't dulled Bobby's
street-edge, whichis refiectedin
the attitude of the music and
production.

‘I had some things | wanted
to say,” says Bobby, comment-
ing on the album's often lyrically

infrospective stance, "But we
wanted fo keep it funky. That's
why there aren't many ballads
this time; we stayed on the dance
floor.”

Ofthe LP's creative process,
Bobby says, “Teddy and | took it
day byday. Itwasa team effort.
He'd come up with something,
I'd come up with something —
just follow it through and see
whal happened.. And L.A. and
Face were great about making
room for my input. It made the
album more of me, what | felt."

Bobby's live performances —
exhibitions of boundless energy
andrelentless stage prowess —
prompted critics o dub him the
“Brown Bomber," and often
compared his rollicking perform-
ances to those of James Brown,
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Jackie Wilson and Michael
Jackson. Asadancer, Bobbyis
practically an innovator; his
powerful street style, combined
with a certain amount of B-Boy
savvy, has served to create an
exciling, kinetic genre that can
only be referred to as the Bobby
Brown. Indeed, Bobby took his
unique trend-setting fusion of
singing, dancing and rapping to
a new level and effortlessly
became Hip Hop's first full serv-
ice entertainer.

Brown has taken the time to
set himself as a businessman.
In 1990, he relocated himself
and family to Atlanta, Georgia,
and prompltly established
Bosstown, a state-of-the-art
recording studio used by a vari-
ety of chart-fopping artists and
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home for artists which Bobby
will be producing himself.
Tentative plans call for an
international tour to beginin late
82 or early '93, and Bobby can't
wait. “| love it! There's some-

makes me want lo be the center
of attention." Brown also plans
to pursue his budding interestin
acting (“If the right role comes
up”) and continue to develop as
a songwriter and producer of

album on and off for two years,
and it's great lo be back,” says
Brown. *I'm ready to show the
worldwhal Bobby Brownis made
of..." Indeed. As Bobby himseli
would say, “Looks like it's gonna

thing about being in front of a  new talent.

crowd that just hypes me up and

“I've been working on this

be another one of those funky
ones.”
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*SOME OF THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE ARE
FREE!" So, | won't BE GIVING YOUR TRAVEL
COMPANY NO EREE PUBLICITY DARIUS, BE-
CAUSE WE ARE TALKING ABOUT THE BEST!
MAYBE NEXT TIME WHEN YOU DO SOME RE-
DECORATING! HA!HA! Iknow |am so crazy, but
never threaten a member of the press, especially
a member with SERIOUS ATTITUDE, but | have
to admit you are the one of the FINGER FIX-
TURES WHO | ADMIRE!! LOVE YA BA-BY!!
Well, Now ON TO BETTER THINGS..........

MICHAEL BIVENS was THROWING DOWN
with a SERIOUS BIRTHDAY PARTY this August
10, 1992 in New York at the SO VERY PLUSH,
COUNTRY NIGHT CLUB. Everybody who is
anybody was in the PARTY HOUSE. The wordin
New York was, "ARE YOU GOING TO THE
PARTY! Obviously, everyone knows wha's party,
THE PARTY, REPRESENTS! THE BIV' MANis a
new and improved 24 year old. The party also
celebrated the coming out of his new record
company, “BIV 10 RECORDS!" The 10 stands for
the number MICHAEL always wears when he

h

JOSH ELL!OTT

i
GREDITUNION |
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

|

Ask for Josh Elliott

YOUTL S/AVz
UNDRRERDS

e GOOD CREDIT
e NO CREDIT
o BAD CREDIT

“Call me. | want to sell you a car!”
2575 E. Sahara Ave.

LOOKING
FOR A CAR?

Call or stop by and see Josh Elliott at
PAT CLARK PONTIAC

|_Brrng in this coupon and receive |

=Pt Clnt

(702) 457-2111

plays basketball. HOOP, HOOP, MICHAEL!

| told you | would give you the scoop on the
recent WHITNEY HOUSTON and BOBBY
BROWNwedding so sitback andrelax. According
to my HIP HOP sources, there were five security
check points the wedding guest had to come
through before they were allowed on the wedding
grounds. BOBBY BROWN's publicist and my
good sister girl-friend wasn't able to penetrate
those LARGE SECURITY GATES because some-
one made a TREMENDOUS BOO-BOO, and left
the P.R. GIRLFRIEND off the wedding list.

BOBBY BROWN reportedly went
OFFFFFFFFFFFINL An estimated $100,000 was
spent by a well known tabloid 6 purchase the
WHITNEY & BOBBY wedding photos. *DOES
THAT MEAN WE WILL SEE THEIR WEDDING
PHOTO IN JET?" SPIKE LEE recently held a
"BLACK MEDIA DAY", just for African American
press, for a first lime screening of his up-and-
coming movie MALCOLM X. Well, until we gel
BACK IN THE BLACK, LET THE "X" BE WITH
YOU AND LET ME ENTERTAIN YOU.
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