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MINORITY REPORT

COLIN POWELL TO REPLACE QUAYLE?
FIRST BLACK PRESIDENT IN 19962
HOW ABOUT BLACK PROBLEMS NOW?

By James E. Alsbrook

For which national political
ticket should Black people vote
if George Bush were to *dump”
Dan Quayle and replace him

with Gen. Colin Powell?
~ Many Blacks would be in a
quandary, for they would have
to consider many conflicting
factors.

The Powell issue is “hot”
because Dan Quayle is under
fire from many quarters despite
Bush's statement that Quayle
will be his 1992 running mate.
George Will, the conservation
mouthpeice who has opposed
civil rights laws and attacked
Blacks repeatedly, proposed on
national television that the Re-

publicans shift from Quayle to
Powell because of Powell's
popularity among bigwigs, his
competence, diplomacy and
personality.

The Chicago Tribune sug-
gested editorially that Quayle be
replaced and some Republicans
are calling for Quayle to resign
from the GOP ticket. They said

POLITICAL
POINTS

By Assemblyman Wendell P. Williams

DEAR DR. TATE

*Any real change in the
status quo depends on contin-
ved crealive action to sharpen
the conscience of the nation
andestablisha climate inwhich
even the most recalcitrant ele-
ments are forced to admit that
change is necessary”. Those
words spoken by the late Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. over
twenty-five years ago will, in
some small way, serve as an
encouragement to your efforts
to bring fairmess to the issue of
police and community rela-
tions.

Allow me to share with you
a newspaper article that was
written in Apnil of 1970:

COMMUNITY CONTROL

OF POLICE

Berkeley NCCF has col-
lected enough signatures to
put the issue of community
control of police before the
voters.

To do this, we needed a
number of signatures equal to
15% of the total number of
registered voters in the city.

Thatnumberis about9600.
We have validated 10,000
Berkeley addresses.

Actually, we had collected
more than 11,500 signatures
but about 1500 were invalid.
We now plan to collect an-
other 3,000 just in case we
have more invalids. The

people of this city-of this coun-
try-want a diffrent kind of police
force, one that is responsive to
their needs rather than to the
financial interests of the com-
munity. There is no problem in
getting people to sign the pe-
tetion to them. We need regis-
tered voters to get the petetion
circulated.

Community control of police
needs workers. Weknow thatin
Berkeley, as everywhere else,
the mayor, the city manager and
the restof the political imposters
will not agree to our taking their
bodyguards away from them
without putting up a fight.

We need many people to
bring this issue to the communi-
ties in order to build up the
powerful base necessary to
counter the attacks from City
Hall. Our campaign has proven
that the people of Berkeley are
receptive and anxious to move
on this issue.

This will itensify the contrid-
ictions and educate the people
to the inherent antagonisms
betweenthe oppressedand their
oppressars.

There is another vital aspect
of this program-we are on the
offensive and educating are
people. To build arevolution we
have to be where the people are.
In taking our petetion we are
talking to hundreds of people

every week. People want to talk
and listen, particulary to those
who offer basic solutions to the
problem that drain them of the
vitality of living.

We suggestthatthose of you
that wish to get to know the
people, spend a few hours a
week working with your local
NCCF on their community con-
trol projects. Itisinevitable that
you will be gifted with a new
insight into the lives and thought
of the people in this country who
will make the revolution that will
bring socialism to the world.

All Power To The Peopleisa
glorious slogan, but willbecome
a reality only when the people
know that the power to govern
their own lives belongs to them,
anditis theirs for the taking. The
spreading of that knowledge is
our job.

Community control of police
attacks the basic tool of oppres-
sion wielded by capitalists
against the oppressed and the
base upon which capitalism
builds the fascist state, the
mercenary police force.

Fascism comes when capi-
talism findsitself so crippled that
ithas toimplement a police state
in order to prolong its survival.
We can all see that the super-
cops of this country are moving
systematically and as rapidly as
possible (though increased re-

he has become the laughing
stock of the nation. With Bush's
popularity low and Quayle's
image so poor, Republican big-
wigs are wondering how best to
replace Quayle.

However, if Bush were to
dump Quayle and get Powell to
join him, the GOP Convention

‘almost certainly would approve
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pression and the passage of
more anti-people laws) to im-
plement their movement.
They need puppet depart-
mentsattheirdisposalinorder
to do this. By moving on po-
lice control, we are moving on
the most fundamental level
possible to obstruct the im-
plementation of that fascist
state, thereby giving us more
time to work with the peoplein
building a revolutionary con-
sciousnessamong them. Itis
not mere rhetoric to say that
the community control of po-
lice petetionis a program that
will take the power to control
the police departments out of
the hands of the private prop-
erty and corporate interest,
and put it directly into the
hands of the people of the
community.

All Power To The People

Seize The Time

Berkeley NCCF

Dr., its goodto knowwhen
times are lough, that others
appreciate your courage and
drive. From the above article
that was taken from the April
25, 1970, THE BLACK PAN-
THER, we know that your
actions are part of a long
struggle that only a few have
courage to confront. RightOn
Brother.

Powell. Consevativesand gung-
ho patriots adore military heroes
as evidence by the popularity of

Presidents George Washington,
U.S. Grant, Teddy Roosevel,

and Dwight Eisenhower.

Butwhatshould Black voters
do? They would see avowed
advocates of civil rights and af-
firmative action heading the
Democratic ticket while on the
Republican ticket would be a
highly competent Black manwho
if elected would be one heart

beat away from the presidency.

Several factors must be

considered:

1. Bush would continue his

anti-civil rights and anti-affirma-
tive action policies and Powell
would simply preside over the
Senate and be a well-liked fig-
urehead and lure for Black
people torejoin the Republicans.

2. Atthe end of the four-year
Bush term, Powell would be a
strong contender for the GOP
nomination if his political savy

were as effective as his military

and administrative savy were

while with Reagan and Bush.

3. Powell is compared to
Eisenhower. He and lke are
notable for their engaging per-
sonalities, knowledge of military
tactics, mental flexibility, readi-
ness for new ideas, leadership
for new ideas, leadership quali-
tiesand ability o get things done.
Powell is the author of military
writings used now in the serv-
ices.

4. If Powell is on the GOP
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ticket, Clinton and Gore would
doone or two things. They would
emphasize more strongly their
appeals to Black voters, soasto
offset the appeal or Powell; or
they could become more con-
servative, reverse the present
Democratic trend and thereby
iry to appeal 1o the same voters
that liked Nixon, Reagan and
Bush.

If Clinton and Gore won,
would they know how to help
Blacks? IfBushand Powellwon,
nothing meaningful would br
done to aid the cities and their
people unless another Los
Angeles-type riot occured.

Then, the costs in racial dis-
cord, billions of dollars, interna-
tional embarrasment and the
world prestige might persuade
conservatives and White su-
premacists (including some
blacks) that the national interest
required atype of “Marshall Plan”
Whitney Young advocated long
ago.

The Planners must under-
stand (A) that we cannotreciaim
the cities until we reclaim the
people living in the cities, and
(B) that the doctor cannot cure
the patient until the illness is
diagnosed and a good remedy
is found.

The sickness of the inner
citiesis the same that afflicts me
(See Minority Report, Page 9)
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