POLITICAL POINTS:

“DEAR DR. TATE"
By Assembiyman Wendell P. Willioms SEE PAGE 2

Today Yvonne Atkinson Gates, candidate for
County Commissioner criticized Commissioner
William Pearson's failure to question the Univer-
sity Medical Center lease arrangement when he
called for its approval in 1990.

Atkinson Gates was referring to a controversial
agreement to rent the facility, which was built by
private developers at a costof $14.5 million. The
commissioners, with Commissioner William Pear-
son presiding as hospital chairman, agreed to pay
$19.9 million to rent the five-story center for 10
years. It could cost as much $253 million to use
the facility over a 50-year period, hospital officials
have admitted.

“When this deal was approved, he conducted

(,
|

a hearing on it and did not ask a single question.
He also apparently asked no question when he
signed consent documents on the lease last July.
Now his only commient is to say he wasn't aware
of the problems with the lease,” Atkinson said. “As
chairman of the hospital board he has a greater
responsibility than other commissioners to know
what he is signing and whatis goingon. He hasto
be held accountable for problems at the hospital.”

She called on Pearson to seriously consider
the recommendation of a Citizens Commitiee on
Cost Reduction that the county now negotiates to
buy the center. One member of the committee,
retired building contractor Bud Clelland has said
the lease is “the most beautiful thing in the world
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for any landlord®; because it puts no obligation on
the landlord.

NAACP MEMBERSHIP PAYS TRIBUTE TO "BEN

AND FRANCES HOOKS AND TO THE "END OF
AN ERA;" HOOKS ISSUES PROGRESS REPORT

NASHVILLE, TN— The reverend and Mrs.
Benjamin L. Hooks were honored throughout the
NAACP'srecent83rd Annual Convention by friends
and supporters aware that this would be the last
time the popular couple would officiate in their
accostomed roles. Hooks retires in the spring of
1993.

Itwas during the Women in the NAACP's third
annual dinner, however, thal the heart-felt emo-
tions—both the tears and the praises—ran high-
est.

Frances Hooks found it difficult to fully express
her gratitude when presented a bouguet of roses,
a golden crown and a bright, red cape.

Her husband, an expert al combining humor
with the most serious of topics, urged the dinner
gueststo paynoattentionto the uninformedmedia
reports that the Association was doing nothing.

Hooks who became the NAACP's Executive
Directorin 1977, said that the Association recently
issued a report, litled "Let The Record Show,"
which details NAACP accomplishments during
the last 15 years.

The Women In The NAACP Dinner, has devel-
oped as a highpointin the convention. The dinner
focuses on the contributions of women within the
Association and, in addition, it presents a fashion
show that features NAACP members—both male
and female—and also professional models. Ithas
been underwritten since its inception by Philip
Morris Companies Inc.

“This evening gives us mixed emotions,” said

them to get copies of the report on NAACP accom-
plishments from the NAACP national headquar-
ters so that they would not be deceived by incom-
plete media reports.

Hooks said thatthe 500,000-member Associa-

| tion, with more than 22,000 chapters including

| FRANCES AND BENJAMIN HOOKS

George L. Knox IlI, Vice President, Public Affairs,
Philip Morris Companies Inc. “We wish Ben and
Frances well asthey leave the Association's lead-
ership ranks but we also realize that we are losing
two remarkable people within the NAACP."

Philip Morris also produced “Convention High-
lights,” video interviews and tapes of convention
activities that were shown at the corporate exhibit
and on the closed circuit station at convention
hotels.

Hooks, during his address to the group, urged

{See Frances & Ben;amfn Hooks, Page 5 )
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*Once again it appears that Commissioner
Pearson has failed to do his homework on an
important matter, and has been too quick to go
along with whatever has been presented to him,”
she stated.

I hope voters are fed up with this good old boy
go-along mentality which leads to excesses in
government spending and mismanagement,” she
said.

Atkinson Gates said she toured UMC last week
and was flooded with questions from employees
about the operation of the hospital. *They know
that this is not being properly run and they are
frustrated because problems are not being ad-
dressed,” she stated.

The candidate also said that concem for the
high cost of running UMC was overwhelming ona
survey she did of voters.

ird” and held a r_aiiy in Krugefdorp :Tuesday

' hugeprotesi was smt mlexpectedto force con-

_cessions from President F.W. de Kierk's gov-

emment.
The Afncan Natnonal Congress headed by

Despite the protests, de Kierk's government
remains in full control, and the president stated
that only negotiations will resolve the country's
political crisis.
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The ANC has estimated that at Feast 4 mil '§

ing lion of the country's & million black workers

S¥ikets haa leponiediy bocn armeied.

/ nesday, du o stayed home Tuesday. a few more than

:-mwpita} ?reiona !edhyMandeia,spunsof_ o

 violence hadbrokenoutandclose to sixhundred
expected 1o retum to talks within weeks.
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