
ROBERT GUILLAUME SELECTED AS 
SPOKESPERSON FOR SICKLE CELL 

ROBERT GUILLAUME 
Two-time Emmy Award win- 

ner Robert Guillaume has been 
selected as national spokesper- 
son for the National Association 
for Sickle Cell Disease, Inc. Guil- 
laume succeeds Danny Glover, 
who acted as the organization’s 
spokesperson for three years. 

The new executive director, 
Lynda K. Anderson, made the 
official announcement earlier this 
week. “On behalf of the National 
Association for Sickle Cell Dis- 
ease, Inc. (NASCD), we are 

proud to have Robert Guillaume 
associated with our organiza- 
tion. He is highly visible and an 

outstanding role model. He rep- 
resents a positive image for 
sickle cell disease programs 
nationally." 

As Ambassador, Mr. Guil- 
laume will add a dimension of 
clarification and insight to the 
sickle cell condition in this coun- 

try and abroad. His involvement 
with the NASCD national con- 

vention in Washington, D.C. in 
October, sickle cell member or- 

ganization activities, public ap- 
pearances and public services 
spots will heighten the scope of 
sickle cell awareness with his 
peers and the public. NASCD is 
a Los Angfeles-based organiza- 
tion with nationwide community 
sickle cell programs. The or- 

ganization recently celebrated 
20 years of providing education, 
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research and patient services 
centering on the sickle cell con- 

ditions. Sickle cell disease is an 

inherited, in curable condition 
which primarily affects African- 
Americans. 
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VIEW FROM 

HHS 
by 

Louis W. Sullivan, M.D. 

One of the most ominous trends 
threatening our nation is a perilous rise 
in fatherless families. Some 60 percent 
of American children will live part 
of their childhood in a single-parent 
home. 

This loss of fathers is causing 
societal problems ranging from teen 
pregnancy to drug abuse. My hunch 
is that behind the baffling rise in 
senseless street and gang violence, 
drive-by shootings and “wildings,” 
lies a group of young males raised 
without the love, discipline and 
guidance of a father. In fact, approx- 
imately 70 percent of juveniles in long- 
term correctional facilities did not live 
with their father while growing up. 

A generation of young males are 

measuring their manhood by the 
caliber of their gun and the number of 
children they have fathered. 

It is time that we put the issue of 
fatherless families and the indispen- 
sable role fathers play front-and-center 
on our national agenda. 

A child with two parents is now 

the exception rather than the norm. 

Fewer people are marrying, and more 

are divorcing. At the same time, the 
number of children born to married 
couples is decreasing; out-of-wedlock 
births are surging. Today, more than 
one in four births is outside mar- 

riage. 
Two parents are not always better 

than one. Many courageous and lov- 
ing single-parents are able to care and 
provide for their children alone. But 
a strong two-parent family is the ideal. 

Fatherless children are more 

vulnerable to physical, mental and 
emotional problems. They are five 
times more likely to be poor and twice 
as likely to drop out of school. In any 
given year, nine out of 10 children 

from two-parent families avoid pov- 
erty, but one out of two children liv- 
ing in a mother-only family is poor. 

A father’s absence cannot be 
reduced to income loss alone; his at- 
tention, discipline and love are not 

easily replaced. 
To reverse the trend toward 

fatherless families, we must rein- 
vigorate a “culture of character” in 
our nation—a culture in which we sup- 
port and reinforce one another actively 
in positive and healthy choices. We 
must re-evaluate our cultural values 
and the messages we send our children 
about marriage, family and sexual 
relations. 

We must encourage fathers living 
apart from their children to remain in- 
volved in their children’s lives. Only 
a third of absent fathers report that 
they see their children at least once a 

week, and nearly one in five has not 
seen his children for five years. 

HHS has stepped-up child sup- 
port enforcement to change the situ- 
ation in which just half the women 

due child support receive the full 
amount owed, a quarter receive par- 
tial payment and a quarter receive 
nothing. 

Also, for children whose fathers 
have completely abandoned them, we 

can strive to help through grand- 
parents and extended family members, 
mentors and tutors. 

Our nation is built on strong 
families and communities. If we pro- 
tect these, no outside force can over- 

whelm us. But if our family and com- 

munity ties grow weak, what will be 
left to save our children—and our 

future? 

(Dr. Sullivan is U.S. secretary of 
health and human services.) 
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(HEACTHJ 
STUDY RELEASED ON 
HOUSING AND THE 
HIV/AIDS EPIDEMIC 
As you know, homelessness has grown dra- 

matically within the last ten years so that one to 
three million Americans may be without housing. 
During the 1980s public and private sector hous- 
ing programs fell far behind demand. During the 
same period one million people or more became 
infected with HIV and another 218,000 developed 
AIDS. This untimely convergence of the housing 
shortfall and the HIV epidemic has created a 

“crisis within a crisis." People literally die on the 
streets from AIDS. 

According to the study released recently by the 
National Commission on AIDS, “It is estimated 
that from one-third to one-half of all people with 
AIDS are either homeless or in imminent danger of 

becoming so..." It is also estimated that 15% of the 
homeless are infected with HIV, that in some 

urban areas the percentage is higher, and that the 
number of HIV-infected homeless is growing. 

Over the years one of the terrible dynamics of 
the progression of HIV infection to AIDS is the 
individual’s likely loss of housing. Many people 
have suffered the indignity of eviction when their 

diagnosis became known, even though such dis- 
crimination violates federal and state laws. 

For many other people periods of illness re- 

duces and finally eliminates the ability to earn 

income to pay for housing. The loss of financial 
self-sufficiency is only accelerated by the costs of 

medical care and periodic hospitalizations required 
over the ten years or more it commonly takes to 

progress from HIV infection to AIDS. 
The Commission found that all too often people 

with AIDS, finally impoverished and too ill to work, 
are either homeless or housed in acute care 

hospitals because no community-based residen- 
tial program is available. The hospital can aver- 

age $1,000 a day whereas housing and services 
in a residential setting could cost less than one- 

tenth of that amount. 
Federal officials, including Congress, the Presi- 

dent and the Department of Housing and Human 
Development, have failed to deal well with this 
“crisis within a crisis." 

The National Commission on AIDS is an inde- 

pendent body created by federal statute to advise 

Congress and the President on development of “a 

consistent national policy" concerning the HIV 

epidemic. 
The 15-member Commission includes five 

voting members appointed by the Senate, five 

appointed by the House, and two appointed by 
President Bush. 

Three members of the President’s Cabinet are 

non-voting members of the Commission. They 
are the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs. 

If Your Man Is Dabbling In Drugs... 
He Could Be Dabbling 

With Your Life. 

This is a message from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control. 

Shooting up or skin pop- 
ping, if your man is sharing 
needles he could get the 
AIDS virus and bring it 
home to you. So if he's run- 

ning with the drug crowd, 
even if it's only on the week- 
ends, you need to talk to 
him. Try to get him into 

counselling. Insist that he 
wear a condom every time 

you have sex. And if he's not 

listening to you—do some- 

thing to save your life. 
Leave. 

For more information about 
AIDS, call 1-800-842-AIDS. 
Nevada AIDS Hotline 
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