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“THE TRUTH SHALL SET YOU FREE"

LAS VEGAS BANKS CHARGED WITH UNFAIR LOAN PRACTICES

by Joan Shepard

The study, "Cashing Out”, a report which
charges unfair banking practices by Las Vegas
banks, toward minorities and low income citizens
isa landmark event” and lets the banks know that
their records are being examined, declared attor-
ney Barbara Buckley, a member of the Las Vegas
Alliance for Fair Banking, the group which pre-
pared and published the report. Buckley said the
report was an indication of a new consciousness
in Las Vegas.

“The report shows,*said State Senator Joseph
M. Neal, Jr., alliance spokesperson, “that Las
Vegas banks have cordoned off the Westside and

imposed a financial curfew on its largely African-
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ing practices:

+*0f 10,658 home loans made by all lenders in
Las Vegas, only 59 werit to the Westside.

+Las Vegas lenders rejected morigage loan
applications from blacks 1.5 imes more ofien than

whiles, even than applicants had similar incomes.

*A black applicant for a home loan with an
income above $41,500 was as likely to be rejected
as a white applicant with a income below $27,000.

Afncan-Americans make upabout9%of Clark
County's population but recieve less than 3 per-
cent of all home purchase loans.

«0Of 8.581 home purchase loans made by all
lenders in Las Vegas, only 183 (2.1%) went to 15
Las Vegas census tracts with more than 50 per-
cent minority residents.

«Eleven predominately white census racts (less
than 20% minority residents) recieved more home
purchase loans than the 15 minority tracts com-
bined.

JETIIETI i ! el gmme donanit takina and
Bank-of Nevada, and Priment; First Intersiate
Bank (FIB) recieved the most crificism:

+Of the four leading lenders, FIB made only
$59,000 in loans to the Westside.

(See Las Vegas Banks, Page 18)
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CIVILIAN CONTROL BOARD SOUGHT

LOCAL BLACK ORGANIZATIONS
ADDRESS POLICE HARRASSMENT

By Lee Brown Repression (NAARPR), along with Alliance secre-

Dr. James S. Tate, Jr., local President of the  tary Charlotte Fuller and representatives of the
National Alliance Against Racist and Political local chapter of the NAACP, The Professional
can Summit Committee, held a bnef press confer-
ence at the West Las Vegas Library on Tuesday
June 23 to address the issue of First Amendment
Rights as they pertain to harassment by the Met-
ropolitan Police Department.

The press conference was prompted by a June
6 incident in which Dr. Tate was served a citation
by the police department for stepping out of the,
designated boundaries, recently established at
the Department of Motor Vehicles on East Sahara
Avenue, as he attempted to collect signatures for
apetition drive. The NAARPR has long been atter
the establishment of a Civilian Control Board to
oversee the police department.

The citation was written for interfering with the
peaceful conduct of business at a state office,
when someone reportedly complained about the
petition drive.

According to DMV regulations, organizations
seeking signatures must stand behind lines which
are painted about 20 feet from the front doors of

(See Black Organizations, Page 9)

Dr. James Tate speaks out against the recent
bounty put on his head by the Nevada Confer-
ence of Police and Sherifs.
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