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(Continued from Page 2)
qualifications of an AFN described in Mr. Ray Willis' column (3/26/
92). The pained expressions on her face gave me the impression
that it made her seriously ill to have to deal with a person who lived
and worked in the Westside area, along with an “I'm in a hurry*
attitude coupled with the fact that she practically burned rubber leav-
ing both meeting places. But | disagree with the notion that simple
explanations such as, forgetting their blackness or, not caring
applies to ALL AFNs. There remains the sixty-four thousand dollar
question, Why specifically do AFNs have that snubbing-their-nose
attitude?

I, myself, live just a hop, skip and a jump from the Westside.
Nevertheless, | am classified as a Westside African American,
having taken up residences within the boundaries of Bonanza and
Cheyenne, north to south and *A” Street and Rancho Drive, east to
west. However, | consider myself an “MAAFN". | have the mental
attitude of an After Five Negro even though | do not physically quality
for the category of an AFN. :

| was slightly exasperated with some of the "pretty convincing
arguments” (inparagraphs 7 and 8) regarding AFNs relocating to the
Westside. The percentage of less-well-off persons is far greater
than the percentage of better-off persons The LWO's are the
mayority, the AFNs are the minonty! Therefore, Closing the distance
between these two factions for the purpose of exchanging free and
potentially benefitting information is hardly a sufficient reason;
joining the two factions together would hardly stabilize the commu-
nity; the presence of the AFN minority would hardly raise the value
of housing; the Banks, always have, do now, and always will, focus
on the impact of the majority; the Westside already has a sufficient
number of schools, enough to serve the entire community; there are
already numerous franchises and businesses to service the Westside
community in its various needs, and there are enough neighbor-
hood markets and convenience stores - allinclose proximity of each
other—to serve in the capacity of a Supermarket that could surpass
Smiths, Vons, Lucky and Albertsons. So what's the problem with
these arguments? Majority Rules!

AFNs do not have to *live" among LWOs in order to exchange
free-and beneficial information; if LWOs want the AFNs in their
community then the LWOs ought to change their attitudes and
standard of living; to raise the value of housing. LWOs must take
pride in themselves and their community, take care of their property
and clean up the trash! If AFNs out-numbered the LWOs (became
the majority) in the community then the Banks would indeed be
interested; improve the quality of education and upgrade the facili-
ties and grounds of the schools already existing; and patronizing the
already existing franchises and businesses will enable them ex-
pand, thus contributing to the growth of the community.

Iam an AFN at heart, notbecause | don't care, or because | don't
want to be black. But if given the opportunity, | would readily move
into the physical category of an AFN. Crime seems to be more
prevalent in the Westside (with North running second) than in the
South and East sides. What AFN wants their home burglarized and
their hard-earned possessions taken, damaged, or fotally destroyed?
What AFN wants to enroll their child or children in a school where
various other atrocities and tragedies can easily occur? What AFNs
want themselves or family to live in constant fear of becoming the
victim if a drive-by shooting, gang war or homicide of any nature for

(See Letter to the Editor, Page 20)

PAYING YOUR TAXES ——

(Continued from Page 16)

cashed by anyone except the recipient named on the money
order. (It'simportant to immediately sign the money order and fill in
the state or federal government payee.)

«RECORD RETENTION — If a money order is lost, it's possible
to trace and replace it using the number imprinted on the receipt.
Justas important, processed original copies are stored on microfilm
for seven years, providing a reliable personal or auditor record.

*CONVENIENCE — Money orders are sold in grocery stores,
pharmacies, convenience stores, check cashiers, financial institu-
tions and, in some states, liquor stores.

Money orders are convenient, inexpensive, and have been a
reliable form of payment for more than 100 years. In fact, they've
beenaround almost as long as Americans have been paying income
tax.
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EGYPTOLOGIST/AUTHOR
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On Thursday evening, Dr. Ben retumed to New Jerusalem
Missionary Baptist Church's Addison Community Hall where he
narrated several series of slides from his collection to the nearly 100
persons who returned on day two of his lecture.

Dr. Ben said that he has nearly 25,000 slides in his total collection
andthatat 73 years of age he can still rememberwhat is taking place
on each slide.

Evenif you had some disagreement with some of the information
that Dr. Bendelivered, you were culturally enriched by the masterful,
scholarly approach that he took in presenting his material.

Las Vegas will never be the same, especially if those of us who
understand that our history continues and has not died or been
buried, but can be and is being resurrected in groups, organization,

churches, mosques (Masjids), synagogues, institutions of leaming

and in individuals who are taking an active part in making America
what she was meant to be, by being an active participant in helping
better the quality of life for African-Americans, people-of-color and
all Amencans. 3

It is obvious that our community can help restore our neighbor-
hood to the dignity of our ancient past by taking an active part in
supporting organizations such as the Black Cultural Awareness
Society, African-American Summit Committee, purchasing as well

. as donating books, magazines, histoncal artifacts and so on to the
Native Son Book Store. gefting behind the efforts of Afncan-Ameri-
can drama and theatre groups and being proud to display unityin
helping our youth in supporting groups such as 100 Black Men
Helping Boys.

Finally, we would like to wish “God Speed” to Dr. Ben on his
return to Egypt and for those who would like to tour the ancient ruins
and monuments of Africans on the Nile in Egypt, there are group
packages which include accommodations, room and board, dining
arrangements etc. Please contact Sam Smith at (702) 647-0101 or

Sharon Elizabeth Sexton at (702) 893-0105 for more information.
There will be several touring packages available before the end of
the year. Leam about your past so that we can better understand the
present and be active-in cultivating our future as contributors to our
community, nation and global or (world community.)

We would like to commend the following sponsors and contribu-
tors for making Dr. Bens presence amongst us pleasurable and
resourceful; Native Son Book Store, 1301 No. *D" Street, Dr. William
Pearson, Clark County Commissioner, Gate's Bar-B-Q, Harrah's
Hotel & Casino, Frank Hawkins, Las Vegas City Councilman, Dr. Al
Gourrier, President and The Black Cultural Awareness Society
members who worked to see it happen.

After the slide series, Dr. Ben signed autographs and addressed
individual concemns of the many persons who surrounded him.
Therewasalsoa marﬁalansapd acrobatic exposition that “stunned”

POLITICAL POINTS
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peopie claim injustices in the criminal justice system when court
cases like the Mike Tyson case are decided? They all proclaim that
racism played no part in the Tyson trial because the victim was also
Black. However they are missing the entire point. Surely if he com-
mitted the rape he should be punished, but the real issue Is the
comparative of Tyson's sentence compared to Rob Lowe’s sen-
tence of community service, which by the way, he was sentenced o
community service whichincludes speaking to high school students
after being convicted of having sex with minors and videotaping the
acts. Not to mention William Kennedy Smith who was cleared of
rape in a case where there were wilnesses. Tyson-60 years.

I guess the integrity of men is to be measured by their conduct,
not by their professions.

WILLIAMS: Damn!
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