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WHAT TO SAY TO A YOUNG BLACK BROTHER

By James S. Tate, Jr., MD

A few days ago | was talking
toa friend of minewho wasin the
process of actively bemoaning
the fact that he was a black or
African American male. One of
the questions he asked was.
What can we honestly tell an
African American child being
born into this world as a male

began thinking about that and
came up with a few things we
might want to tell him:

1. His life expectancy rather
than being 76 fo 78 years as itis
for white males is only 69 to 70
years.

2. His chances of dying of a
stroke or a heart attack are two
to three times higher than his

that he has to look forward to? | white counterpart,

The Color Of Crlstmus

By Ray Willis

*I'm dreaming of a white Christmas...may all your Christmases
be white" goes the refrain of the ever-popular yule-tide classic tune
“White Christmas.” Butis there perhaps a deeper message embed-
ded in those words?

Some people feel the “white” in “White Christmas” means White
people. Obvious, to them is an implied racial meaning.

Even the most casual observer may be prone to disagree. Itjust
seems 1o be sirefching reality fo conclude the message of this
holiday standard has a racial connotation.

But as one examines the many traditions associated with the
Christmas season, a definite pattern emerges as apparent. That
Christmas as we know itin this country has evolved from Eurocentric
origins is easy to figure out. Things we freely associate with the
Christmas holiday reflect the cultural influences of Nordic people
who later migrated from Europe to America and brought their
cherished traditions with them.

Another significant factor is that Christmas occurs during the
winter season when there's usually snow on the ground. Some
questioning theologians challenge the date of December 25 as
being Christ's real birthday on the basis that the weather in Bethle-
hem parallels the weather in the states. This means it would be
improbable that shepherds during the time of Christ’s birth would be
tending their flocks. It would have been too cold.

Religious skeptics say a medieval switchin calendars may have
been the arbitrary or convenient way that Christmas was put at the
end of the year of our present-day calendar.

Symbolically, St. Nicholas, Christmas trees and other holiday
symbols, serve as constant reminders that Christmas is a refiection
primarily of European culture and customs.

When people askiif a Black Santa Claus is absorb, be reminded
that it would be pretty funny for an indigenous person of African
descent to walk around wearing overstuffed bright red clothing
trimmed in white while enduring the heat of a tropical native climate.

For obvious reasons, Santa goes with cold weather. And where
on earth is there cold weather in the winter time? A considerable
distance north of the equator, of course.

Like with so many other things, we as an African people, have
had to adapt to our new environment just to survive. The same holds
true for Christmas. Although Christmas is foreign to us insofar as
those elements which historically have no connection to our African
roots, we have of necessity, personalized the Christmas experience
to suit our present condition.

Unlike the Michael Jackson song, it really doesn't seem to matter
much whether you're Black or White where Christmas is con-
cemed—as long as you've got some green!

Until next week.

3. As he grows older and is
able to move around, it is more
than likely that someone will put
a basketball or football or base-
ball in his hand and tell him to
leam to be good at that as op-
posed fo books onpoetry, drama,
physics or higher mathematics.

4. He is much more likely to
be raised by a relative such as
his grandmother, aunt, et cet-
era, as opposed to his natural
parents.

5. Even though he consti-
tutes 12% of the population of
the country, he and his female
counterparts will make up 42%
of the number of cases of the
HIV viral infections or AIDS.

6. He's almost ten times as
likely to die from a violent epi-
sode as a white female counter-
partand six imes as likely as his
white male counterpart.

7. If he should survive his
youth and grow into early adult-
hood he is more likely to go to
prisonthanheisto go to college,
he is more likely to have off-
spring by women he is not mar-
ried to, his rate of alcoholism will
be somewhat higher than his
white male counterpart's. His
rate of drug addition however
will be significantly lower. He
can expect to be bombarded by
all the megalomania apparatus
encouraging him to drink, smoke,
get high andjoin the army where
he is about three times as likely
to be shot at and killed than his
white male counterpart who
more thanlikelywillendupasan
officer as opposed 1o an enlis-
tee. In his life he will find thathe
isthe lasthired and the firstfired.
He will be discriminated against
ineveryjob positionandin every
profession that you can name.
He will have to fight and claw his
way up to obtain any accom-
plishment he tries for and will
always be subject to the whims
and wishes of those above him.
If he applies for union member-
ship, every attempt will be made
to prevent him from becoming a
seniorities member of said un-
ion. He and his children will be
subjecttoanewdisgrace, the so
called drive-by shootings and

here in Las Vegas he can antici-
pate that his shooting will be
done by members of different
ethnic group type gangs from
Los Angeles, who basically use
the African American communi-
ties of Las Vegas as their hunt-
ing preserve. He can also ex-
pect that he will have more diffi-
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culty dealing with the local po-
lice authorities, in the case of
Las Vegas, the Metro, than his
white counterpart. He will have
a more difficult time feeling
controlled anger. He will have a
more difficulttime expressing his
feelinas, he may even think back
to when hewas a child and would

fall down and hurt himself, some
well meaning adult would usu-
ally come up and tell him “You
are a man and men don't cry."
So even as a child he wasn't
allowed to cry. Welcome to the
preserve young brother!

La lucha continua!

The Struggle Continues!

. ... THE WESTSIDE STORY

SWEET LITTLE BABY BOY!

By R.K. Brown

If an alien space ship landed
on earth from outer space in De-
cember of 1991, it would defi-
antly have a misunderstanding
of what Christmas is. This is
because its meaning has been
distorted at such great propor-
tions, that it would be hard to
determine what this whole cele-
bration is supposed to be about.

Itis common knowledge that
the U.S. government doesn't
endorse religion, it is said that
matters of state should be sepa-
rate from religion.

Legislation has to be passed
for children to pray in schools
because they might offend athe-
ists! What has developed from
this demented mentality, is a
wicked society. Itis strange that
the government endorses reli-
gionon currency, and in times of
crisis like war, but it can't sup-
port it on an everyday basis.
The result is Christmas 1991,
the ultimate payoff for corporate
America, specifically the serv-
ices and retail industry.

In'81 Christmas carols and
decorations reflect Christmas
trees, Santa Claus, and every
UNIMPORTANT subject one
can think of. Foreveryone T.V.
special dealing with the baby
Jesus, there are FIVE which
concentrate on, the Grench that
stole X-mas, Frosty the snow-
man, or most commonly Santa
Claus. What is going on here?
Oh | almost forgot, this country
was built on the ruthless con-
cept of Capitalism; MONEY is
the one True God of America!

Why is it that they feed and
give gifts to the homeless in this
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season? Maybe so the home-
less won't complain for receiv-
ing no assistance for the rest of
the year, as they starve and die
by the millions!

The ONLY purpose for De-
cember 25th, is to recognize the
birth of the SAVIOR OF THE
WORLD! | couldn't tell you how
America has twisted and cor-
rupted this meaning, but I'm not
surprised, they have twisted
everything else. Itis easyfor the
U.S. to teach the theory of evo-
lution, and at the same time use
Christmas for the annual prosti-
tution of the American public.

America only cares about its
poorone month of the year, each
December thereisa RENEWED
*Moral" conscience. When a
country doesn’t support moral
standards like, don't kill, and do

them do onto you, then it will
develop into the corruptive, and
explosive place we call Amer-
ica.

| don't point this out to de-
grade the spiritof Christmas and
gift giving. Il admit that as a
child | always received all of the
toys and gifts | wanted. At the
same time however, |was taught
the TRUE meaning of this spe-
cial time. “Peace on earth and
good will fo men,”is a sentiment
which would go a long way if it
were upheld year around.

We know that won't happen
however, I'm afraid the meaning
of Christmas in '31 is simply, “to
make large retail profits, develop
Capitalism, and make CHRIST-
mas into everything butwhatitis
supposed to be, THE BIRTH OF
THE SWEET LITTLE BABY
Peace.

onto omer as ?OU 'NOU|C| have

BOY!

Entrees

1 Meat by the pound

GATES

Family of Sauces
Gates Bar-B-Q sauces shipped anywhere.
To order call 1-800-662-RIBS.
Available at all Southern Nevada SMITHS stores

Ribs, Pork, Beef, Chicken, Turkey, Ham

Sandwiches i
Lunch Specials

[ Youn weats ToprED witH THE FaMous Gates Bar-B-Q sauce |

40 YEAR EATING TRADITION NOW IN LAS VEGAS
2710 E. DESERT INN (between Eastern & Pecos-McLeod)

Store Hours: 11 am - Midnight
We Also Cater

Phone 369-8010
FAX in orders 796-0992




