JESSE JACKSON DROPS OUT OF
1992 PRESIDENTIAL RACE

COMMISSION MEETING ON

REDUCTION OF AIDS HELD

LAKERS STAR FORCED TO RETIRE

MAGIC JOHNSON TESTS
POSITIVE FOR HIV VIRUS

By W.G. Ramirez

“Because of the HIV virus | have at-
tained, | will have to retire from the Lakers
today.” Those were the words Earvin
“Magic™ Johnson used fo open his press
conference and shock the world at 3:11
p.m. Thursday afternoon.

“My wite is fine, she has tested nega-
tive. Yes my life will change, but | will al-
ways be a part of the NBA and will be
aroundforalongtime,” explained Johnson.

Magic had missed the first week of the
1991-92 season with symptoms of the flu.
Wednesday afternoon, tests confirmedthat
Johnson had contracted the virus.

Johnson stated that he will become a

spokesman for the HIV virus and try to get the
message across to the youth of today about
the seriousness of this disease. "Hopefully
people will see that everybody can get the

disease, even Magic Johnson. Kids today

need to know how important it is to practice
safe sex,” he added.

Magic was asked how he felt at the pres-
ent time, "I feel great, a part of my life (the
NBA) is gone but my wife is fine and my life
will go on.”

It has not yet been decided how Johnson
will be treated. Magic's doctors revealed,
“there are a number of medications available
but we haven't decided how we will treat
Earvin. He is not on any medication at this

time. He is a healthy man, we expect him to
remain healthy and Magic Johnson will be
around for a long time.”

Johnson’s doctors also stressed the
courage it took for Magic to come forward

“with the devastating news. “Because of all
the work he has done with kids, the Lakers

and the NBA, Magic wanted to go public

because of the impact he knows he has on

society. Today we witnessed a courageous
act by a very special man.”

Earvin "Magic” Johnson is a true human
being who has always made the right moves,
unfortunatly the last move was to end his
career atthe age of 32, but, as always, it was
the right move.
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