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THE TRUTH IS REVEALED IN SOUTH AFRICA

By Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.

There is a saying that “Truth
crushed to the earth will rise
again." Thisiscertainly the case
now inside the apartheid regime
in South Africa. After years of
public denials by the govern-
ment of South Africa that it se-
cretly was funding Chief Buthe-
leziand his Inkatha organization
to politically and violently op-
pose the African National Con-
gress, the truth is now coming
out, and it is “rising” to bring
clarity to why the violence in
South Africa is continuing.

Itis as if South Africaused its
own version of the United States
counter-intelligence program,
COINTELPRO, to foster and
sponsor the enmity and destruc-
live hatred of Inkatha toward the
African National Congress. We
mourn and are outraged at the
thousands if innocent women,
men, and children who have

been killed as a direct result of
the apartheid regime’s sponsor-
ship of terrorism.

State sponsored terrorism
has now been exposed once
again.in South Africa. How can
President Bush, who speaks so
eloquently againstterrorism, not
move his "lip" to denounce the
de Klerk administration in South
Alrica for its sponsorship of ter-
rorism against the people of
South Africa?

Ofcourse, Presidentde Klerk

was quick to defend the ultimate
goal of this “political destabliza-
tion"in Africa because the United
States had given similar finan-
cial supporttogroupslike Inkatha
in Nicaragua and in Angola. If
there is to be a *New World
Order," it should be a world free
of this kind of arrogant and racist
attempt to deny peoples of the
worldcommunity the fundamen-
tal human right to sell determi-
nation.

Itisironic that President Bush
and President de Klerk are now
calling for renewed sense of
“confidence” in the apartheid
regime'sintentions to be fair. De
Klerk confessed, “The govern-
ment accepts that there has to
be political confidence in respect
lo the sensitive issue of secret
funding. It is a fact that this
confidence hasbeenshakenand
it is necessary fo restore it."

Political trustand confidence
are not matters that can be re-
duced to rhetorical appeal. Yes,
confession is good for the soul,
yet the problem that remains in
South Africa goes far beyond
President de Klerk saying, “We
did wrong, but now you can frust
us." Today, Nelson Mandela
and millions of Africans cannot
even vote in govemment elec-
tions because of their race; but,
thisis the government thatwants
the majority of the people it has
disenfranchised to “trust” it.

The anti-apartheid move-
ment in the United States and
throughout the world needs to
call for justice for all of the vic-
tims of this diabolical scheme to
stop democracy in South Africa.

TO BE EQUAL

Aslongasthe present apartheid
governmentis in power in South
Africa, there will be no political
stability. International economic
sanctions should be maintained.

Buthelezi and his cohorts

should be brought to trail along
with their sponsors for the count-
less massacres of innocent
people. The transformation of
South Africa is a monument to
the degree to which the forces of

CHILDREN'S NEEDS NEGLECTED

By John E. Jacob

A bipartisan commission ap-
pointed by the White House and
the Congress recently recom-
mended that parents get a
$1,000 federal income tax credit
for every dependent child.

Low-income families without
a fax liability would get a check
from the government.

That would be a major step
toward enabling low-income
families to meet the basic needs
of their children and changing
America's shameful lack of con-
cemn about its children.

Our infants mortality rate is
one of the highest in the devel-
oped world, and some of big
cities have rates that are worse
than many Third World nations.

Almosta fourth of all children
under the age of six live in fami-
lies below the poverty line, and
nearly half of African American
children and over a third of His-
panic children are poor.

- Children are a third of
America's 37 million people who

don't have medical insurance
andhavelimitedaccessto health
care.

Aresearch study releasedin
March said that one out of eight
American children experiences
hunger.

A couple of decades ago,
when there was similar concern
about high poverty among the
elderly, Congress boosted so-
cial security payouts and pov-
erty rates among older Ameri-
cans nose-dived.

Today's poorest population
group is children, and action to
deal with child poverty and its
devastating effects is long over-
due.

The National Commissionon
Children's report should be the
basis foran enlightened national
children's policy like those im-
plemented by other industrial
nations.

In Europe, children’s pay-
ments are routinely available to
all families; health care is pro-
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vided, and most young children
are enrolled in state-funded
preschool programs.

But in America, growing
numbers of children suffer pov-
erty, lack access to health care,
and aren’t prepared for school.

Today, only abouthalf of poor
pregnantwomen and infants get
aid through nutrition programs;
less than half of eligible children
are enrolled in Head Start, and
fewer get urgently needed so-
cial services.

Youwould think that govern-
ment would at least mount a
concentrated attack on infant
mortality, but it hasn't.

Congress appropriated an-
other $25 million for programs
aimed at reducing infant mortal-
ity, despite a White House study
that recommendeda nationwide
program costing twenty times as
much.

Meanwhile, Congress appro-
priated $152 million to add
20,000 new rocketstothe Amy's
stockpile of 300,000.

That defines the term: *mis-
placed priorities.”

Govenment should realize
that children’s programs save a
lot more then they cost — a
dollar spentfor children's health,
nutrition, an preschool programs
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evil are entrenched in the inter-
national body politic. Racism is
an international problem and as
long as it is institutionalized in
one nation, no one will be free
anywhere.

JOHN E. JACOB

saves $5-10 down the road in
lower health care and other

" costs.

We need to implement a
nationwide campaign to combat
our shameful infant mortality
rates, focusing on community-
based prenatal care for poor
pregnant women and nutrition
programs for mothers and in-
fants. A national health insur-
ance program for children, along
with establishment of neighbor-
hood health clinics in poor ar-
eas, would increase access fo
health care.

The Commission's child
payment plan would counter the
effects of tighter'welfare eligibil-
ity rules thatexclude many of the
poor and benefit payments be-
low the levels needed for a
minimum living standard.

Toendchildpoverty, we need
programs that bringjob opportu-

nities for their parents. Andto

expand opportunities for our
young people, we need to putin
place an array of developmental
programs similar to those that
work so well in other nations.




