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By Y. Ali E-Shabazz
Participating at the last Nevada Black Cham-
. ber.of Commerce luncheon as guest speaker
Yvonne Atkinson-Gates brought to light many dif:
farent points about the future success or failure of

factors concerning infrastruciure planning, the
- puiblic schools; the counties growth; the Yucca
Mountain issue; and the Las Vegas image, Mrs.
Gates had the undividea attention of the 100 plus
attendees 1o the monthly luncheon.
- The Clark County School Board Trustee
mentioned that since 1984 the Clark County School
District hias seen a 36% school population growth,
189,771 to over 122,000 new students: Mrs. Gates
Yvamc Arldnson Gam vofcas

| cerns about the. future of soumxnem canducta study into the continved influx and take
m.gmcc_ & ~ therieccessary acuunstncreate a growh plan to

Southern Nevada. Pointing out five important -

made an appeal o the cuy and county leaders to

maintain the current way of lite namely, no siate
income taxes and low property tax,

The seven year board member found it neces-
sary to explain the demise of the 10 year building
plan of the CCSB to an accelerated 5 year plan
that has already gone through the 674 million
dollars that the public approved in a bond issue
in1988. In less than three years themoney has
been exhausted due to human.eror incalculating
costs: and competitive bidding. The original 10

year proposal was fo build 77 schools, however in

the first year only 13 new facilities were built, and

~ this year 18 will open including two new high
schoals.

Mrs. Gates spoke further about several pro-

- grams that pertain to the social responsiblities of

“the public and.ihe busines s part in the
“workforce in the years: ahead She states “our

 acknowledges that this all means nothingif |
the schoal System forgets about the chi-

-

community is not part of the problem, but
part of the solution”. One new program on
the drawing boardis a partnershipwithlong
time education advocate Elaine Wynn, of
the Golden Nugget Corporation, that deals
withdrugs. gangs, wo*ence and rragmemed i i
families. = ;
Mrs. Gates feels the solution to hawng :
productive graduates is being able fo deal |
with the Issues. and thal can be achivied by
helping one help another _ : & e
Even though Clark County is involved |
with the second largest school building
programin United States history, Mrs. Gates

d:en ‘ulSide of the main.stream, she
mluﬂed nmuwre is our children.”
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