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School Board Ib-ustee Speaks Out At Luncheon | 

Yvonne Atkinson Gates voices many con- 

cerns about the future of Souther Nevada 

during NVBCC. 

By Y. Ali El-Shabazz 
Participating at the last Nevada Black Cham- 

ber of Commerce luncheon as guest speaker 
Yvonne Atkinson-Gates brought to light many dif- 
ferent points about the future success or failure of 
Southern Nevada. Pointing out five important 
factors concerning infrastructure planning, the 

public schools, the counties growth, the Yucca 
Mountain issue, and the Las Vegas image, Mrs. 
Gates had the undivided attention of the 100 plus 
attendees to the monthly luncheon. 

The Clark County School Board Trustee 
mentioned that since 1984 the Clark County School 
District has seen a 36% school population growth, 
89,771 to over 122,000 new students. Mrs. Gates 
made an appeal to the city and county leaders to 
conduct a study into the continued influx and take 
the neccessary actions to create a growth plan to 

maintain the current way of life namely, no state 
income taxes and low property tax. 

The seven year board member found it neces- 

sary to explain the demise of the 10 year building 
plan of the CCSB to an accelerated 5 year plan 
that has already gone through the 674 million 
dollars that the public approved in a bond issue 
inl988. In less than three years the money has 
been exhausted due to human error in calculating 
costs; and competitive bidding. The onginal 10 

year proposal was to build 77 schools, however in 
the first year only 13 new facilities were built, and 
this year 18 will open including two new high 
schools. 

Mrs. Gates spoke further about several pro- 
grams that pertain to the social responsiblities of 
the public and the business sectors part in the 
workforce in the years ahead. She states “our 

community is not part of the problem, but 
part of the solution”. One new program on 

the drawing board is a partnership with long 
time education advocate Elaine Wynn, of 
the Golden Nugget Corporation, that deals 
with drugs, gangs, violence and fragmented 
families. 

Mrs. Gates feels the solution to having 
productive graduates is being able to deal 
with the issues, and that can be achivied by 
helping one help another. 

Even though Clark County is involved 
with the second largest school building 
program in United States history, Mrs. Gates 
acknowledges that this all means nothing if 
the school system forgets about the chil- 
dren outside of the main stream, she 
concluded,'’our future is our children.” 
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The best selling author of such books as “Countering the 

Conspiracy to Destroy Black Boys, Volumes I, II and Ut, 
and "Developing Positive Self Images" and "Discipline in 
Black Children", Jawanza Kunjufu is constantly on the 
lecture circuit with over 30 different workshops for teach- 

ers, parents, students, community groups and churches. 
He is president of African-American Images, and Execu- 
tive Director of the African-American Images Center, de- 

signed to identify and develop children's talents. 

AFROCENTRIC: 
Curriculum 

under attack, 
scholar defends 

PART 1 
By Jawanza Kunjufu 

As a national trainer for 
preparation tor implementation 
and co-author of a self-esteem 
curriculum that builds on the 
many positive aspects of Afri- 
can culture to raise self-es- 
teem of all children, I have 

presented above just a sam- 

pling of the kinds of comments 
I hear in my travels across this 

(See Afrocentric, Page 7)j 
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SUMMER SCHOOL INTERSESSION 
oy j. h. sawyer 

In trying to prepare the future 
leaders of tomorrow, the Clark 
County School District embarked 
on a pliot program aimed at pre- 
paring kindergarteners for first 
grade. 

The three week pre-first grade 
intersession program, who's 

theme was “Colors”, targeted 
special kindergarteners through- 
out the city from different six grade 
centers who would be attending 

Young students help one another in developmental skills 

during intersession summer school 

first grade this upcoming semester. 
With over two hundred students participat- 

ing in the extended sessions at eight six grade 
centers, this program was designed to sharpen 
the skills learned in kindergarten, such as the al- 

pnaoeis, colors, numDers ana listening 
habits. Mabel Hoggard Six Grade Center's 
principal, Mrs. Shirley Barber, who was 

instrumental in designing the program, 
(See Sumer School, Page 17) 
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Civil Rights Journal: The Truth Is Revealed In South Africa 
by Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr..SEE PAGE 2 

The Ray Willis Report: "Racial Beauty” 
by Bay E. Willis...SEE PAGE 3 

Tfie NAACP and You: Resolutions of Constitution of NAACP '91 
Submitted by Rev. Jesse D. Scott.SEE PAGE 4 

Higher Education: Journalist Of Color Coming Together 
by Keith 0. Hilton.SEE PAGE 8 

UNLV's Jim Strong Gears Up For Second Season 
by Bob Rogers.SEE PAGE 14 
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