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"JUDICIAL RACI

By Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.

Amillion dollar study has now
been released that documents
the existence of racial injustice
inthe judicial system of the state
of New York. Ittook three years
to complete the research. This
is another example of how per-
vasive the problem of “institu-
tionalized racism" has become
in America.

The New York study only
exposes greater light on a prob-
lem that is real in every state.
There is a double standard of
justice, one based on race and
the other based on income.

17 prominent legal authori-
lies comprised the New York
State Judicial systemis “infested
with racism." We take note of
this confession and we know
that all of the other states need
to be just as candid and forth-
right as the New York Judicial
Commission.

The report declared, ‘there
are two justice systems at work
in the courts of New York State,
one for whites and a very differ-
ent one for minorities and the
poor.”

Former U.S. Secretary of
State, Cyrus R. Vance, who

served as amember of the N.Y.
Judicial Commission lamented,
“That's a terrible condemnation
of our society.”

Some of the findings of the
report onthe New York judiciary
are the following:

(1) “Court officers are likelier
to be openly hostile and socially
biased then other court employ-
ees.”

(2) “Minority lawyers encoun-
ter racial bias, including jokes
and racial stereotyping by op-
posing counsel.”

(3) “Members of minority
groupsareless likely thanwhites

POINTS

By Assemblyman Wendell P. Williams

to serve on juries and to receive
favorable action from the courts
and are less aften represented
by lawyers in housing and family
courts.”

Earlier this year the Wash-
ington, D.C. based Sentencing
Project substantiated that the
incarceration rate for African
American males in the United
States is higher than the incar-
ceration rate of African males is
racist South Africa. The findings
of the New York study helps to
provide clues as to why nearly a
half million African Americans

are behind bars today in the _

United States.

Of course, the New York
Court Officers Association was
the first group to denounce the
findings of the Commission. This
group has profited from the ra-
cism of the court system. Ithas
been another “good old boy”
network which engenders and
maintains white supremacist

TO BE EQUAL

values and views. But now the
“sheets have been pulled off of
the court system. There is now
an opportunity to redress this
grievous situation.

The courts, like this society,
are not color blind. But our
demands for equal justice must
persist.

No Justice! No Peace!

RACE AND THE
JUSTICE SYSTEM

By John E. Jacob

A blue-ribbon commission
appointed by the Chief Judge of
New York's state courtsjust con-
cludeda three-year study of the
court system, publishing a mas-
sive five volume, 2,000 page re-
port.

lts conclusion: ‘“there are
two justice systems at work in
the courts of New York State,
one of whites and a very differ-
ent one for minorities and the
poor.”

That's a disturbing finding,
but not one that should surprise
anyone.

After all, the report was re-
leased on the heels of a Su-
preme Courtdecision thatbarred
race-based challenges to jurors
in civil cases, something long
banned as unconstitutional in
criminal cases.

That widespread practice

JOHN E. JACOB
deprived many blacks of their

rights to jury service and equal
justice.

And the New York finding
should not be read as narrowly
referring justto one state's crimi-
nal justice system, because
similar commissions in the other
49 states and the District of
Columbia would come fo the
same conclusion.

In fact, at least eleven other
states have such commissions
atwork studyingtheirown states’

(See To Be Equal, Page 17)
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