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ANGOLA: °

By Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.

All persons of Africandescent
throughout the world, and all
persons who are committed to
justice and peace, are celebrat-
ing the fact that the struggle for
peacein Angola has finally been
won. The people and govern-
ment of The Peoples Republic
of Angola are to be saluted for
their valiant and long lasting
sacrifices to achieve a lasting
peace without compromising
their national sovereignty and
right to self-determination.

After throwing off 500 years
of Portuguese colonialism in
1975, the people and the gov-
emment of Angola have had to

endure 16 years of brutal at-
tacks from separate and com-
bined armed forces of the racist
apartheid regime in South Africa
aswell asattacks from so-called
Unita rebel units led by Jonas
Savimbi who is a client of the
United States.

On May 31, 1991, in Lisbon,
Portugal, Peace Accords were
signed between the government
of Angola and Unita. The United
States and the Soviet Union
served as observers and en-
couragersof the peace process.
The government of Portugal
served as the mediator. As of
this date, the peace process
appears o be holding and the

cessation of warfare in and on
Angola has been halted.

Inparticular, the Presidentof

Angola, H.E. Jose Eduardo Dos
Santos, should be congratulated
for his successful and coura-
geous leadership. During the
signing of the Peace Accords,
President Dos Santos stated,
“This is an occasion of great joy
and emotion because the formal
signing of these Accords en-
shrines the beginning of a new
era of peace and concord in
Angola. | am sure that senti-
ments, which are being experi-
enced by all Angolans, are
shared by the international
community as a whole, which

PEACE

believes in the fundamental val-
ues of humanity.”

President Dos Santos further
emphasized, “At this solemn
hour we pay a heartfell tribute to
the memory of those who sacri-
ficed their lives so that the coun-
fry could remain and integral
entity, and the dignity and inde-
pendence of the Angolan people
could be upheld. Thanks to their
example, we have overcome
many domestic and external
obstacles. We have brought
together diverse goals and
emotionsand adoptedageneral
strategy which led us lo placing
the Angolan case within the
context of the existing southern
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African conflict.”

When news of the Peace
Accords reached Angola, tens
of thousands of Angolans
danced in the streets of the
capital ¢ty Luanda and in cities
and towns throughout the coun-
try. The joy of peace is now
being translated into a “democ-
ratization process." ltisourhope
that finally the people of Angola
will secure this strategic African
nation so that greater empower-
ment and stability will come to
the entire southem African re-
gion.

We are aware that there are
still some outside political, eco-
nomicand military powers which
are prone to continue to attempt
to interfere in the internal affairs
of Angola against the interest of
the Angolan people and govern-

ment. ‘For those of us who'live -

here in the United States, we
mustcontinue to raise our voices
and energies in support of
Angola's right to choose its own
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future without intimidation from
the West or East.

The victory of the people of
Angolais avictory for peace and
justice for all of the peoples of
the world. The international
community must now respond
to the economic development
needsof Angola. This nation not
only has the potential to be “the
bread\ basket" for all southemn
Africa, but also Angola has the
potential, in spite of the devasta-
tion of war, to be one of the
leading African economic forces
of the 21st century.

Elections do not automati-
cally bring democracy. The new
spirit of peace with respect, dig-
nity and sovereignty in Angola
today is the fundamental for-
mula from which Angolan de-
mocracy and prosperity will
continue to evolve. We mustdo
all thatwe can to helpour sisters
and brothers in Angola because
their struggle continues to be
our struggle.

NEW ETHNIC REALITIES

By John E. Jacob

Therecentviolence in Wash-
ington, D.C.'s Mount Pleasant
district awoke disturbing memo-
ries and signaled new realities.

The immediate cause of the
civil disorder wasa police shoot-
ing of & young Hispanic man
under circumstances that have
been disputed; the police say he
used a knife in resisting arrest
for drunkenness.

Butincidentslike that regret-
tably happen all the time and
don’t lead to civil disorder and
trashing neighborhood stores.

For people to eruptin sucha
manner, there are deep, under-
lying causes and pervasive feel-
ings of alienation.

Those causes were appar-
ently present in abundance in
Mount Pleasant, a heavily His-
panic area that includes large
numbersof Salvadoranrefugees

and undocumented immigrants..

Many residents felt victim-
ized by discrimination, exploited
byemployers, devaluedbecause
of their culture, and ignored by
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the city's power structure and
government.

Such grievances are painful -

reminders of the violence that
tore African American urban
communities in the 1960's.

The lessons of that period
include the hard reality that
destroying our own neighbor-
hoods was counterproductive,
to say the least — some ghetto
areas still bear the scars of the
riots and many are still without
the small shops and stores that
used to servicesthe neighbor-
hood.

Another lesson was that vio-
lence got the attention of the
people in power. It lit a bright

(See To Be Equal, Page 20

Bp————

e ——— e T

e — Y e s S




