| love a parade and | didn't
miss the welcome home parade
for our military which was held
recently on Fremont Street. |
didn't attend the later festivities
atthe Silver Bowl. Even though
| had planned to go from the time
I firstlearned that there would be
a parade, it became imperative
after reading the Review Jour-
nalnewspaper’s Friday May 10th
edition.

This story begins all the way
back fo last August's invasion of
Kuwait by the armed forces of
Irag. Even though there had
been ongoing wars, of one size
or another, going on in numer-
ous places aroundtheworld, the
Persian Gulf crisis brought the
whole business of war home.
Whether we agree or disagree
with the motivation, it became
immediately clear that the U.S.
would involve itself in the affair.
That being the case Americans
would, in all probability, be sent
there to do something. | don't
have any particular opinion on
war. |am niether hawk nor dove.
| believe it is best not to fight if
ones does not have to and |
believe that one must fight with

all one has if one must fight. |
don't believe in fruces. | believe
that one fights until it is com-
pletely over. That is not to say
that one might need not ever
fight again but it is to say that if
one is to fight again at least it will
not be with the same adversary.
Between the invasion date
and mid January approximately
half million military personnel
was called up and sent over-
seas. Wewere able towatch the
buildup and as they developed
on both military and civilian car-
riers. Asacommunity whichhas
avery large military component,
we had our concerns for friends,
loved ones, neighbors, sludents
and those many others which
we did not know. As usual, in
time of war, we all suddenly
became Americans even those
of uswho are usually kepton the
outside looking in at all of the
goodieswhich America offersits

Lcifizens. Men and women, raw

recruits and veterans, black,
white, brown, red and yellow all
answered the call and went over
there to answer the biddings of
our country.

There was such a surge of
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patriotism. Flags were flown
everywhere. Ofcourse, itmeant
that the flag sellers made a kill-
ing. I'm not knocking them for
capitalist society—make money
whenever and however one can
if they can get away with it.
The media never let the war
and those serving out of sights
or out of our minds. Every tele-
vision station covered and re-
covered the war. We saw sol-
diers and their families—every
branch of the. military—on an
hourly basis. lwasreally pleased
with that coverage. Just three
months ago, | presented a schol-
arly paper at the meeting of the
National Social Science Asso-
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ciation on the subject of World
War Il Documentaries and
Blacks in the Military. In short,
the paper was about hoe during
that war, the presence of blacks
in uniform was almost totally
overlooked notonlyin the news-
reels of the day but also in the
newspapers, magazines
(Johnsen Publishing Company
had yet been founded) radio
reports and even in the hun-
dreds of movies about the war,
in both the Pacific and in Eu-
rope, that were released during
the war years.

Thatwas 1941, fifty yearago.
1991 presented a much differ-
ent picture. Now, I'm aware, as
though | need to say so, of the
earlier charges that the Persian
Gulf war would place an inordi-
nate number of blacks and other
racialminorities atrisk. I'm aware
of the percentage of our national
population which each of these
groups comprise. I'm further

aware of the fact that their great
numbers in the military ranks is
partially a result of the lack of
opportunity outside the military
to make a living and that those
numbers are a result of those
groups volunteering and not a
result of their having been
drafted. This essay does not
attempt to address any of those
issues. That will need fo be
done at another time and per-
haps in another place.

It is important for a nation to
recognize its defenders. This
has always been the case. In
ancienttimes, runners were sent
to carry the news of the war back
home. It was important the the
citizens be kept apprized of the
progress of the war. Whether
we read the Bible or the histories
of individual nations, we find
records. Records are important.
They must be complete.

The Review Journal's May
10th edition carried a forty page,
two section special titied; “He-
roes: Celebrate The Return.”
There were twenty seven actual
photographs, six drawings and
three itemswhichwere simplyin
silhouette for a total of thirty six
pictures. Alltotal, there were 87
pictures of military personnel.
Of those there was one which
was clearly of a black soldier
and another which might have
been but could also have been
of someone with a fairly good
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tan. | saw nothing of Asian
American military, nothingwhich
could not distinguish them.
There were three women but not
asingle minority women. | know
there were about a dozen and
many of those were either stu-
dentsorformerstudentsin some
of my classes at UNLV.

Throughout the course of the
war, national media, especially
print media, carried numerous
articles and pictures of those
involved in the war effort.

Life, Newsweek, Time and
many of the others presented
dazzling pieces of photo journal-
ism which, in many ways, were
firsts. Nothing of that sort had
been done for minority military
personnel in any previous war,
It seemed that we as a nation
had finally put anend to the war
of heroes and was now able to
acceplt that heroism, patriotism
and a willingness to risk one's
life for one's country has nothing
todowithcolorofone's skin. For
far too many years it has been
easy for the John Waynes of
America, those who neverrisked
anything except in the movies
where it is easy to be tough or
those others who have hidden
behind their wealth or pasition to
take pot shots at minority people
whom they claim never did any-
thing for the countryanyway and
therefore deserved nothing. No
longer could that be said. We all
saw, on lelevision and in the
magazinesand the newspapers
photographs which better repre-
sented America's pluralistic
composition.

On a day to day or week by
week basis there is not much
inclination to preserve, for
posterity's sake, individual ar-
ticles or photographs. Special
editions are different. They
become keepsakes for many.
The Review Journal missed a
golden opportunity to tumn the
comer on its tradition of main-
taining an absence of presence
ifminority peopleinits reporting.
In its special *heros: Celebrate
the Return"ittippedits hand. On
page 40AA there is an article
titled “Gulf Welcome Not Unlike
That After WWIL" Itinterviewed
several local notablgs who re-
membered the homecoming
after the war. They, like the
welcome home in 1946 were all
white. The Review Joumnal's
special on the return of our
troops in 1991 was very much
like that of 1941. Mostly white.
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