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Former Miss Black Teen Nevada, Regina Ford, crowns her suc-
cessor Antoinette Renee Oliver

SPEAKER ADDRESSES A.A.S.C.
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to make them want to leam," he
said. . How many teachers will
stand on top of a chairto make a
point!

Students will rememberthat
They will go home and say
‘Mama! Mama! My teacher is
crazy, Mama!" Don't you know
thatif | can getachild towrite by
standing ona chair that is worth
it. 1don’t care about how many
suits that | get dirty in the proc-
ess. | fyou can't get their “atten-
tion" you can not teach them.”

*Some of us come dressed
so well that we cannot sit on the
floor. You promote “style” in-
stead of promoting the child!"

After Saleem had presented
a short address he opened the
floor to questions.

One question was; How do
you go up against the standards
that were already set by the
schools or the colleges?

*My thing is staff develop-
ment. | teach parents to teach

teachers “How to be Effective”in

the class room.” But we can't
take medicine if we recognize
that we are sick!”

*Ifwe look atit we are still the
"ast hired and the first fired.”
That's how | know we are not
making the type of progress that
we are suppose to be making."

*You are nota man until you
getfired so youcan feel the pain.
You haven't been fired? You
don't even know what self em-
ployment is.”

Saleem’s subject dealt with
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1991 MISS BLACK TEENAGE NEVADA CROWNED

ANTIONETE RENEE OL-
IVER, a sixteen year Eldorado
High School junior, won the 1991
Miss Black Teenage Nevadatitle
from a field of twelve finalists
Sunday, May 19thatthe Holiday
Inn.

Oliver received the Excep-
tional Parficipant Award and
placed second in the Sales Pro-
motion category. Her winnings
include a $2000.00 scholarship,
$1500.00 saving bond.

The daughter of Mrs. Gloria
Oliver, and sponsored by Look-
ing Good Beauty Center, she
intends to pursue a special
education career at Howard
University.

KIMBERLY MAYERS, first
runner up, Miss Cultural Aware-
ness, and third in sales promo-
tion, ($1200.00 scholarship,
$1000.00 bonds); LEGINIA
JOHNSON, second runner up
and Miss Amity, ($1000.00 schol-
arship, $500.00 bond); VA-
NESSA THOMPSON, third run-
ner up, and Miss Talent,

simplistic approach to human
problems. His methods were
unorthodex and some people in
the audience were unable to see
the universal connections that
he was applying to word mean-
ings. Saleem focused in on the
word e-m-p--0-y-m-e-n-t.

As a matter of fact “work” is
designed to destroy us. In the
word “employment" you can see
the design. You don't think it is
designed todestroy us, then look
at your paycheck when you get
it. Inthe word "employment” you
see the word Ploy. A “ploy"
means a tactic designed to
"embarrass” and to *“frustrate”
one's opponent. *Plot”is alsoin
the word (employment) "P-L-
o1

You know how many broth-
ers were ‘well-off before they
gota ‘job™? Don't getthe wrong
message!” | don't go against
*work” I'm just saying that some-
times it is better “that you work
for yourselft” You become “self-
employed”, “self-dependent.”
I've seen people commit suicide
right after they get the job. “Man
look at my check?" “Look at
thist" “You go home and your
wife ask you, “Did you get your
check?" And you say, ‘yes, | got
it." Then you both say, “Damn!"
“It's a shame!"

Getting back to the subject of
*schools destroying us" he putit
this way.

*Our schools destroy us
(reference to men and women
roles in society.) They tell us,

*Girls line up first." “Girls go to
the head of the line." How is a
man” going to be a *man’” when
he starts off being told that he
has to get “behind” the woman
when the Bible says that the
woman is to be a “helpmate” to
the man? And they put all kinds
of stories in our minds early like
*Jack and Jill," “What Little Boys
are made of (reference "Sugar
and Spice and everything nice”
vs “Snake and Snails and puppy
dog tails.") We're talking about
the “leadership” in society and
the “language" that we hear in
school. “Dick and Jane."

“We find little bays and girls
in the closet playing with each
other. As soon as the teacher
turns her back they gesture at
each other. We teach our kinds
everything but the “real deal"
which is “Education."

Accordingto Saleemwe have
taken “words" and ‘language”
for granted and now we have
become victims of “mis-educa-
tion."

Next week we will present
excerpts of Saleem's address to
the inmates at Southern Desert
Correctional Center at Indian
Springs where hundreds of
inmates witness this dynamic
educator. For more information
onSaleem's metieds call 1-504-
522-2308 orcall (702) 453-6929
after 8 p.m.

Saleem will go into the word
‘inmate” and will show the in-
mates how to stay ‘outmates’
and out of prison life forever.

($1000.00 scholarship); and
LAKESHATHOMAS, Miss Saleg
Promotion ($1000.00 scholar-
ship) were recognized.

WENDELL WILLIAMS
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can do to emulate Malcolm X is
to try to speak the truth,” Wen-
dell continued.

“As educalors we must
understand the work in a con-
stant state of “oppression.”

We must then do one of two
things. He or she becomes a
*revolutionary” or he becomes
an oppressor. We must, as
educators, offer to our young
people knowledge about “who
they are” and ‘what they can
be," and *What their destiny
shouldbe.” Not some “paternal-
istic” distorted viewpoint created
by some “unrealistic racist® Eu-
ropean. Wemustbegan toteach
our young people the truth.”

“We as educators must
“leach”and “promote” the “truth.”
So by mere necessity African-
American educators must be
“revolutionary” people. | know

CHARLETTE BANKS, NI-
COLE LEE, JAMILA McDON-
NELL, TONIKA NEWTON,
CHERYL SMITH, DEQENCIA

WALKER, and LATOYA

WALKER earned Outslanding

Participation Awards and
$200.00 savings bonds. _

that this can be sometimes diffi-
cult because the first thing you
will think is thatif | do | might lack
“job security.” If | do, | will be
labeled as a “trouble maker” a
“rabble rouser." If | do, | will be
labeled as a “radical” oreven as
a "bigot."

Williams said thatin 1963 we
had no *job security” butwe took
a stand against injustices. He
asked where were the African-
American teachers who pro-
testedinJackson Mississippiand
forced their way in the door and
demanded the right to vote.

He said that they had one
simple message that “I'd rather
be unemployedwithdignity, than
watch my people live in humili-
ation.”

In closing his speech, Wil-
liams urged the audience to hold
on to “hope” and to work tire-
lessly until we achieve our aims

Re-Elect

1>

as he echoed words uttered in
memory of Malcolm X who was
assassinated as El Hajj El Malik
Shabazz, while seeking to bring
about “global consciousness”
through the Organization of Afri-
can Unity.

Thisis the time and this is the
place to stop the “backwards
thinking ahead.!” This is the
time and this is the place to
adopt what | call the “*Noah's
Principles.” No more prizes for
"predicting rain” the only prize is «
for “Building Arks.” To effec-
tively build arks we must stop
trying to emulate other people.”
Stop saying what they “tell-us to
say"and start “seeing and speak-
ing for ourselves!”

Thisis the time and thisis the
place to remind those wha might
be concerned thal "even though
you may not like me! Even

(See Williams, Page 17)
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