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IMMORAL STATE OF THE UNION

By Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.

Millions of Americans were
tuned to their television and
radios to hear the President of
the United States deliver the
1991 State of the Union mes-
sage to the nation. President
George Bush began the speech
by emphasizing, “We stand ata
defining hour." To our dismay
much of what the President had
to say dealt with the United

States attempt to ‘redefine” the
world in terms of American
“supremacy” and domination of
the emerging *new world order."

We challenge the self-idola-
trousand self-righteous tone and
substance of the State of the
Union speech. The immortality
of the Persian Gulf War as well
as the immorality of the growing
suffering of millions of poor per-
sons throughout the nation can-
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not be concealed by the
President's latest attempt to
assert, “America has served the
world as aninspiring example of
freedom and democracy.”

Bush further asserted, “But
we also know why the hopes of
humanity tum to us. We are
Americans; we have a unique
responsibility to do the hardwork
of freedom. And when we do,
freedom works." The problem is
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that Bush's understandingof the
scope and range of “freedom
working" is too narrow and ex-
clusively Eurocentric. For Bush,
the emerging “new world order”
began with the reunification of
Germany and the democratiza-
tion of eastern Europe.

Yes, we are also pleased to
see a greater sense of democ-
racy spread throughout Europe.
ButEuropeis notthe whole world

and neither does the rest of the
world revolve on a European
axis.

Most African Americans were
stunned by the arrogance of the
President proclaiming his vision
ofthe United States asthe model
for the rest of the world to follow.

Freedom does work. Butthe
reality for African Americans and
the many other racial and ethnic
communitiesinthe United States
is that our struggle to experi-
ence limited freedom and justice
in America continues to be a
painful reality permeated with
racism. The President saysthat
the 21st century will be the
*American Century.” If it is true
that much of American foreign
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policy emerges out of domeslic
policy, then the handwriting is
onthe wall. The global commu-
nity will become more racially as
well as geo-politically polarized.
The rich will get richer and the
poor will get poorer.Those with
the highestdegree of lethal tech-
nology will rule those of less
technological advancement.

Human history, however, is
replete with the fall of empires.
No nation should seek to be “the
super power" of the world. The
present situation in our nation is
full of social contradictions. But
one thing is certain: immoral
behavior at home and abroad
will not bring a lasting justice nor
peace.

THE FLAWED DOMESTIC AGENDA

By John E. Jacob

Why can't our national lead-
ership be as'aggressive in tack-
ling domestic issues as it is in
dealing with critical international
ones?

Let Sadaam Hussein
threatenourenergy supplies and
we're in there with bombs flying.

Butfacedwith the even more
serious threat posed by the
erosion of workforce skills, the
decline of our cities, and the
growth of an undereducated
army of disadvantaged, national
leadership looks the other way.

In the long run, though, ur-
ban decline and poverty can
bring America 1o I1s knees.

We ought to be mounting an
Urban Marshall Plan to educate
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and train all of America's people
and lo create jobs and fraining
opportunities by rebuilding our
infrastructure.
The stock answer is that we
can't afford it.
But it we can atiord a billion
dollar a day war in the Gulf and
(See To Be Equal, Page 20)
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