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THE FEDERALIZATION OF RACISM

by Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.

January 15, 19981 became
an historic day in U.S. judicial
history because on that day the
Supreme Court of the United
States took another step back-
wards away from racial justice.
Ironically, January 15th is the
birthday of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., the renowned
slain civil rights leader who
championed the cause of racial
equality.

In the case known as the
Dowell vs. the Board of Educa-
tion of Oklahoma City, the Su-
preme Court ruled favorably to

constitutionally allow a retum to
racially segregated *neighbor-
hood schools." This latest deci-
sion by the Supreme Court fol-
lows a pattern of retreat from a
strong commitment to affirma-
tive action and other legal reme-
dies to compensate for past and
present racial discrimination.
Earlier we filed our protest to
the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion attempts to limit the provi-
sion of minority-based scholar-
ships at colleges and universi-
ties. All of this comes on the
heels of President Bush's veto
of the Civil Rights Act of 1980.

Now we have leamed of Bush's
inclination to also veto the pro-
posed Civil Rights Act of 1991.

During the last thirty years
the role of the federal govern-
ment has changed dramatically
from being an advocate of
measures to eliminate racism to
being an advocate of measures
to maintain and further institu-
tionalize racism. We refer to this
phenomenon as the “federaliza-
tion of racism” in the United
States.

The executive, legislative and
judicial branches of the federal
governmentareallguilty of prom-

ulgating racism. Of course, this
goes against the grain of the
future demographic character of
the nation, which is to be more
multi-racial and multi-cultural.
Justice Thurgood Marshall,
in a dissenting opinion to the
Oklahoma City school desegre-
gation case, explained the
complexity of the racist nature of
the issues involved in this case.
Marshall posited “In 1972 — 18
years after this Court first found
segregated schools unconstitu-
tional — a federal court finally
interrupted this cycle, enjoining
the Oklahoma Clty School Board
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to implement a specific plan for
achieving actual desegregation
of its schools ... The practical
question now before us is
whether, 13 years after that in-
junctionwasimposed, the same
School Board should have been
allowed to retum many of its
elementary schools to their for-
mer one-race slatus. The major-
ity today suggests that 13 years
of desegregation was enough.
The Court remands this case for
further evaluation ofwhether the
purposes of the injunctive de-
gree were achieved sufficient to
justify that decree’s dissolution.
However, the inquiry it com-
mands to the District Court fails
to recognized explicitly the
threatenedreemergence of one-
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race schools as a relevant
*vestige” of de jure segregation.”

In other words, the stage has
been set by the Supreme Court
of the United States for lower
courts to have a free handin
authorizing the resegregation of
the public schools in this nation.
Racial segregation in public
schools serves directly to con-
sign millions of African-Ameri-
can and other racial and ethnic
children to receive substandard
education.

All torms of “federalized ra-
cism" must be challenged. We
join with Justice Marshall in dis-
sent and protest to the decision
of the Dowell vs. the Oklahoma
City School Board case. Equal
quality education for alll

AFTER THE FIGHTING STOPS

by John E. Jacob

Like everyone else, 've found
it hard to pry myself away from
the radio or the television set.

Following the progress of the
war and praying for our brave
men and women atthe front has
become a national obsession.

Many of us have friends and
family members in the armed
services, and our concem for
the success of our nation's
struggle is matched by our con-
cem for their safety.

Thisisnotawar many people
welcomed. It's always easier fo
justify a war if you've been di-
rectly attacked, such as the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor thatbrought
a reluctant America into World
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War I,

Waris aterrible thing, and no
one can take pleasure in the
resort to deadly weapons. But
waris upon us.

It was made inevitable by
Iraq's attack on Kuwait, its threat

(See To Be Equal, Page 16)
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