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CHILD WATCH
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Helplng Chlldran A Time for Action

As elected officials begin
their work—in the COngress,
the state legislature, the
state houses, and the White
House — it is time for them
to make good on their often-
voiced commitment to
children.

During 1988 children’s
needs took a bipartisan leap
toward the center of the polit-
ical marketplace. The elec-
tion of 1988 rang out with
campaign promises for Amer-
ica's children. Child care
Centers replaced factory
sites as the preferred back-
drop for television news cov-
erage. Presidential candi-
dates issued position papers
on children and both party
platforms, competing for
ownership of the future,
pledged to invest in children.
And Congress took a few im-
portant incremental steps to
improve child health, child
support, and child care (for
welfare recipients),

At least 10 senatorial can-
didates featured children’s
ads in their eampaigns
(seven won) and 34 govern-
ors, Republicans and Demo-
crats, prominently featured

investment in children in
their state of the state ad-
dresses. Virginia Gov. Ger-
ald Baliles, chairman of the
National Governors' Associa-
tion (NGA), has set the needs

-of children as a top NGA

priority. A new NGA task
force to identify steps states
can take to reduce infant
mortality, provide health ser-
vices for children, address
the needs of dropouts,a nd
meet working parents’ needs

for child care, has been or-
ganized and is being chaired
by Arkansas Gov. Bill Clin-
ton. Republican governors
like Oklahoma's Henry Bell-
mon, lllinois™ James Thomp-
son, and New Jersey's
Thomas Kean are emphasiz-
ing investing in children in
their states.

The national bipartisan
consensus has been
achieved on the importance
of early childhood invest-
ment. It is long overdue.
Now we have got to do it. The
debate over the next four to
eight years will be on the
form, level, and timetable of
that investment.

The recent American
Agenda report, cachaired by
former Presidents Ford and
Carter, put investing in at-
risk children among the top
six immediate national prior-
ities. The study, given fto
President Bush in November,
calls for a $2 billion increase
in investment in each of the
next eight years to ensure
full funding for these suc-
cessful children's programs:
Head Start; the Supplement-
al Food Program for Women,
Infants, and CHildren (WIC);
prenatal care, immuniza-
tions, and preventive health
care; and Chapter 1 of the
Elementary and Secondary
tion Act education supple-
ments. President Bush's

For my people standing staring trying to fashion a better way from
confusion from hypocrisy and misunderstanding,

trying to fashion a world that will hold all the people all the faces
all the Adams and Eves and their countless generations: let a

new earth rise. Lel another world be born.

MARGARET WALKER

“i Unfod Churcﬁ sfﬂst L
HCol_hmlsslon for Raclal Justice
-CIVIL RIGHTS JOURNAL .

by Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.
SUPREME RACISM

The recent ruling by the
Supreme Court of the United

States against state and mu-
nicipal minority set-aside
programs is the latest in a
series of anti-civil rights rul-
ings by the Reagan-domin-
ated court. Thus, another
blow to affirmative action has
been dealt.

The Supreme Court is the
highest judicial body in the
nation and its rulings have
far-reaching implications.
Theoretically, this court is
supposed to display the
greatest amount of objectivity
and fairness in the quest to
ensure justice for all citizens
of the nation. Former Presi-
dent Reagan was successful,
however, is stacking the
court with persons who are
ideologically opposed to
equal justice when it comes
to the rights and privileges
of African Americans and
other racial and ethnic citi-
zens of the United States. In
other words, the recent rul-
ings by the Supreme COurt

To Be Equal,

gave evidence that the major-
ity of the current justices on
the Supreme Court do not
have the ability to prevent
their own racial prejudices
from influencing their deci-
sions on matters of racial
justice.

In writing the dissenting
opinion, Justice Thurgood
Marshall stated, ‘'Today's
decision marks a deliberate
and giant step backward in
this Court's affirmative ac-
tion jurisprudence.’’ Justice
Marshall added that the
Court's *‘unnecessary pro-
nouncements will inevitably
discourage or prevent gov-
ernmental entities, particu-
larly states and localities,
from acting to rectify the
scourge of past discrimina-
tion. This is the harsh reality
of the majority’'s decision,
but it is not the Constitu-
tion's command. "'

With the unemployment
rate in the African American
community soaring at an un-
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precedented level, the action
of the Supreme Court will
not cause thousands of
others in racial and ethnic
communities to become un-
employed. Minority set-aside
programs were designed ori-
ginally to ensure that a fair
percentage of contracts,
particularly government con-
tracts, would be given to
minority vendors and co-
minority vendors and con-
tractors. Of course, minority
contractors were able to pro-
vide thousands of newly-
created: jobs as a result of
this approach to affirmative
action in the letting of con-
tracts.

This ruling should not go
unchallenged. Martin Luther
King, Jr. taught us 25 years
ago that it is immoral to obey
an unjust law. We believe it
would be equally immoral to
accept this latest ruling of
the Supreme Court without
issuing a call to continue to
demand affirmative action.
Justice Marshall has taken
exception to this ruling and
we have a responsibility to
.do no less. When the Su-
preme COurt engages in
racism it is up to the people
to become involved in the
necessary legislative pro-
cesses to rectify judicial
injustice.

by John E. Jacob

AFRIGAN AMERICAN

There is a growing feeling
among black Americans that
it's time for a name change.

In my own lifetime, the
standard useage to describe
people of color has evolved

campaign position paper,
Invest in Our Children, over-
laps significantly with the
Ford-Carter agenda.

These investments are
achievable in the near future
and should be pursued as
fast as the delivery systems
of these already successiul
and proposed new programs
can effectively serve more
children. We are at a point in
national life when we no
longer have the luxury of
time nor the unchallenged
myth of a guaranteed to-
morrow. We must act now.
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from *'colored’’ to Negro to
black. Today, the term Afri-
can American is coming into
broad useage, and |'m all for
it.

“*Black'' gained currentcy
in the 1960s — the result of
black pride and insistence on
replacing society's negative
connotations on earlier
terms. It reflected a people’s
will to name itself, adn the
unashamed embrace of a
term white society deemed
impolite.

But times change and con-
texts change. Today's grow-
ing self-identification by
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many blacks as African
Americans suggests a new
maturity in our community
and a healthy attitude toward
our past.

African American is also
consistent with prevailing
standards in identifying oth-
er groups. In pluralistic
America, people identify
themselves as Itallan Amer-
icans, Polish Americans,
Asian Americans, and so
forth.

In each instance, the term
reflects the duality of all

Americans — their ethnic or
See JACOB, Page 13
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