HATCHER

From Page 5

electoral politics of America.
Thousands of Black Ameri-
cans came to Gary as every-
day citizens of this nation,
but they left determined to
return to their home com-
munities and to run for politi-
cal office. Many were suc-
cessful and as a consequence
the foundation was laid at the
local level for a quiet revolu-
tion of political progress by
Black Americans at all levels.
The time has come to meet
again and plan our next
great leap forward in the
body politic of the United
States.

Our people are still dis-
proportionately poor, dispro-
portionately ill and dispropor-
tionately unemployed. These,
among other concerns, in-
cluding the growing racism
in America must be collec-
tively addressed by the Black
community. Over the next
two months, | intend to con-
tact as many Black leaders
around the country as | am
able to reach in order to
discuss with them the idea
of convening such a con-
vention.

Some will ask by whose
authority do | act. The an-
swer is simple. As one of the
three convenors of the 1972
convention, | feel an obliga-
tion not to stand by silently
and watch the economic and
political resegreigation of
America. There is a moral im-
perative to make clear to this
nation that Black America
will neither accept nor tol-
erate the repressive treament
which it has received at the
hands of the Reagan Admin-
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diseases, Sunday, Dec. 12 at
5:00 p.m. in their education
building. It is free to the
public and please be prompt.
The Victory Baptist Church
is pastored by Rev. D.L.
Horn.

Join the Dr. Martin Luther
King Committee in saluting:
Our 1989 Grand Marshals
Mrs. Rosie Smith, first lady
of the Tri-Stone Baptist
Church and Dr. James Mc-
Millan, long time local dentist
in the Las Vegas area, Fri-
day, Dec. 9, at the Moulin
Rouge, 900 West Bonanza.
Doors will open at 6:00 p.m,
and last until . . .Free food
and entertainment.

The National Baptist Con-
vention, USA, Inc., Board of
Evangelism will meet at the
Second Baptist Church locat-
ed at 500 Wst Madison Ave-
nue from Monday, Nov. 12
through Thursday, Nov. 15.
Day services will be held

istration over the last eight
years for another four years
. ... not for another day.

President Bush can be a
good President for Black
America, but only if he
understands clearly that we
will accept nothing less.

Whether this convention
takes place or not will of
course, depend upon the will
and desires of the leadership
of Black America. Further
announcements regarding
our progress in this matter,
or lack thereof, will be made
from time to time over the
next several months.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS WILL RECEIVE SEALED BIDS
AT 3:00 P.M., ON DECEMBER 13, 1988, FOR THE

FOLLOWING:

BID #89.0500.1—MICROFILM EQUIPMENT—
CAMERA/READER/PRINTERS

CITY CLERK

BID #89.0600.2—RENOVATION OF NEVADA
BUSINESS SERVICES—ROOM

PARTITIONING

BID #89.0850.3—INSTALLING CARPET—
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

BID #89.2650.4—THREE (3) TRACTOR
MOUNTED 16 FOOT ROTARY MOWERS

A BID BOND, IF REQUIRED BY THE INVITATION TO
BID, SHALL BE IN THE FORM OF A BID BOND, CERTI-
FIED, OR CASHIER'S CHECK FOR 5% OF THE BID AND
SHALL BE ENCLOSED WITH THE PROPOSALS. ALL
DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THIS ADVERTISEMENT
MAY BE EXAMINED AND OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF
THE PURCHASING AND CONTRACTS DIVISION, 1ST

FLOOR, CITY HALL.

SENTINEL-VOICE, December 8, 1988
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Blacks ‘‘three fourths'" citi-
zenship per person for cen-
sus purposes. For a real
incisive look at this historic
time see Justice Thurgood
Marshall's observations. A
call to the U.S. Supreme
Court’s public information of-
fice will secure you a copy of
these cogent remarks.

The insidious ‘‘Black
laws'' passed during the Re-
construction period and after-
wards stripped the newly-
freed slave of most of his
rights. From the turn of the
century, till 1954 Brown v
Topeka. KS School Board, a
succession of laws — feder-

from 9:00 a.m. until 12
noon, and evening Servics
will begin at 7:00 p.m. The
Second Baptist Church is
also sponsoring a trip to
Tijuana, Mexico Friday,
Dec. 10. This is a ‘‘turn
around’' trip leaving Las
Vegas at 3:00 a.m. and
departing from Tijuana at
6:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion contact Bro. Warren.
Don't forget the Fellowship
for the Deacons, Deaconess,
and Minister's wives, Sat.,
Dec. 10, at 7:00 p.m., if
you are not going to Tijuana.
The Eta Phi Beta Sorority
Inc., Delta Epsilon Chapter’s
Fifth Candlelight Vesper Ser-
vices will be held at Second
Baptist on Sunday, Dec. 11
at 7:00 p.m. The Second
Baptist Church is pastored
by Rev. Willie Davis and the
information telephone
number is 648-6155.

We are happy to report
that Sister Leslie Randolph
has received her new heart
and is progressing nicely.
However, the family is yet
requesting donations and
most of all your prayers.

Remember, a strong Sun-
day School makes a strong
church. See you there next
Sunday.

al, state, local were passed
—designed to keep the Black
in his place. In the South the
Democratic Party with the
White Rooster symbol, effec-
tively remained lily-white and
helped keep Blacks from the
franchise through such strat-
egems as the poll tax, force
and intimidation. It was the
party of the Bilbos, the Ran-
kins, the Talmadges, the
Byrds, the Eastlands, the
Perezes. Ardent racists, one
and all. Lynch law reigned.
Almost every worthwhile area
in civilized human life was
proscribed for Blacks: edu-
cation, housing, jobs, health
care, public accommodation.
You name it.

Blacks voted, when they
could, as Republicans—the
party of Lincoln. My grand-
father who was born a slave
(he was 11 years old when
freed) would turn in his
grave if he knew | voted for a
Democrat.

But the Republicans don't
want the Black vote, nor do
the Democrats—that is neith-
er do except on terms that
are becoming increasingly
unacceptable to me, and
most of us.

What then is left for us in a
two-party dominated sys-
tem? Is a third party a viable
option? In a poll by the Joint
Center on Political Studies,
42 per cent of the Blacks
said they would join a Third
Party.

Lenora Fulani, a Black
woman, is an interesting
possibility for Third Party
leadership. She's birght, re-
sourceful, concerned, well
trained, and did a remark-
able job in getting on the
ballots of all 50 states in the
pasl election. But she is, for
all of that, an unknown quan-
tity. Blacks simply will not
flock 1o the banners of rela-
tive unknowns. If she should
decide to involve herself in
the day-lo-day issues that
touch the lives of Blacks and
others of the left-out genre,
she may become Dbetter
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sinian involved in any partic-
ular projects?

Rev. Butts: We've been
working on several things.
We are presently working
with the New York City Part-
nership (a group of business
and civic leaders who direct
resources to support youth
employment, housing and
economic development), and
we've discovered a way that
we can become co-develop-
ers with a black firm out in
Brooklyn to build housing
units in Harlem.

Issues & Views: So,
you're saying that this is now
in the works with Abyssinian
and this other firm?

Rev. Butts: Yes, this has
already been announced.
Just this morning, | was in a
meeting with some of the
major developers in New
York City and several CEOs
of leading corporafions. We
discussed how the public
and private sectors can get
together with government or-
ganizations to build housing
in communities like Harlem.

Now, what these develop-
ers are saying is, we're not
going to do anything for you.
We realize there's a need
and if you've got skill and
expertise and time, we're
willing to sit down and bring

known, there will be fewer
suspicions in terms of her
sponsors (who were they?),
or if she has a hidden agenda
and. well, who knows?

In the meantime, there is
Jesse Jackson. He is a
known and acceptable quan-
tity. But will he stick with the
Democrals who made it clear
they would rather have the
“‘Bubba'’ (Southern White
male Reagan Democrats)
whose perceived interests
are opposed to those of Black
folks? Will he be our Third
Party Moses?

whatever we have to the
table. The only thing that
would stop blacks from doing

that, it seems to me, is self-

pity or lack of knowledge. If
you don’t know how, that's
reason enough. But there are
enough of us who know how.
And those of us who know
how, and still don’t take ac-
tion, | think we're just wal-
lowing in self-pity. | don't
know why we can’t do it,

Right here on 7th Ave.,
between 137th and 138th
Streets, on the west side,
there is what we call the
Renaissance Ballroom com-
plex. That's been lying va-
cant and dormant for many
years. And so I'm now talk-
ing to a few people about
what we can do to bring it
back to life. And | think it's
going to work.

Issues & Views: Are you
getting any negative reaction
to your church's involvement
in these projects?

Rev. Buits: Yes, there are
many people who say that
this is not the church’s busi-
ness. Some claim that we're
in the business of preaching
the gospel, bringing souls to
God through Christ. | agree.
That’s our primary function.
But that is not the traditional
history totally of our black
church. The work done by E.
Franklin Frazier points out
that the church in our com-
munity is the bedrock, not
only of social and political
activity, but of economic ac-
tivity as well.

Yes, this is a commercial
development. And why
shouldn't the church be in-
volved?

Continued next week
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