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THE JACKSON 
CANDIDACY 

by John E. Jacob 

Jesse Jackson’s extraor- 
dinary performance in the 
Democratic primaries has 
revolutionized American poli- 
tics. For the first time in 

history, a black citizen 
stands a chance to become a 

major party’s nominee for 
the presidency. 

Jackson has done what no 

other candidate of either 

party has done — framed a 

cohesive program that ap- 
pears to fit the mood of a 
nation that’s impatient with 
the unfulfilled promises of 
recent years. 

His phrase, economic 
violence” touches a chord 
among the urban poor, work- 
ers in smokestack industries, 
and suburban liberals. His 
debating skills and ability 
to discuss the issues while 
other candidates engage in 

personal attacks, have ele- 
vated the tone of the 

campaign. 
The black vote, vital to any 

Democratic candidate, has 
been in his pocket from the 
start. That’s understandable. 
Racial and ethnic pride is a 

legitimate political factor, 
and if John F. Kennedy could 
get the Irish vote in 1960, 
there’s no reason why Jesse 
Jackson shouldn’t have a 
similar claim on the black 
vote in 1988. 

But he’s also made inroads 

into the white vote, which 
the pundits said was beyond 
his reach. He has amassed 
delegates in states with 
small black populations, 
suggesting that many whites 
are willing to cross racial 
lines to vote for a candidate 
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with a message they can 

support. 
The polls show a decline in 

the percentage ot white 
voters who say they would 
not vote for a black presi- 
dential candidate. The more 

exposure Jackson has re- 

ceived, the less resistance 
there’s been. That doesn’t 
mean race is no longer a 
factor in the election, but 
the Jackson campaign is 
breaking traditional taboos 
and is successfully challeng- 
ing traditional wisdom. 

As candidates drop out of 
the race citing money prob- 
lems the Jackson express 
has rolled along, despite be- 

ing the least-well financed 

“ nr\ure vs nc rtautat titnt tv ruce tWt 
doesn’t respect' itself frfeits tin 

respect of others-. nun we nre lu 
tice mcml ~socinl position 
new, of losing tite respect 
of tive wUcle worlii." 

— MARCUS G.KRVEY 

campaign. Its victories have 
come through grass-roots 
appeal, not through expen- 
sive, slick TV ads. 

All of this has thrown Dem- 
ocratic bigwigs into a dilem- 
ma. They don’t believe Jack- 
son can win in November, 
but at the same time, they 
can’t deny him what they 
promised — that the candi- 
date with the most primary 
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votes will get the nomination. 

It’s finally dawned on all 
those people who asked: 
“What does Jesse want?’’ 
that what Jesse wants is 
what Dukakis, Gore and the 
others want — to be the next 
president of the United 
States. Even asking that 
question of Jesse when it 
was not asked of other candi- 
dates betrays a racial bias 
that says blacks can’t expect 
what all Americans are taught 
to aspire to from childhood 
on. 

The Jackson candidacy 
faces a tough, uphill battle. 

The racial issue will intensify, 
since almost a third of Demo- 
crats say they wouldn’t vote 
for a black. And it is ques- 
tionable whether the elector- 
ate will vote for a left-of- 
center candidate without a 

major economic or foreign 
policy crisis to push them in 
that direction. 

A lot will depend on Jack- 
son’s continued ability to de- 
fine issues in ways that 
appeal to voters who don’t 
share some of his views— 
just as Reagan won the votes 
of many who did not share 
his extreme conservatism. 

Having successfully chal- 
lenged conventional wisdom 
so far, Jackson has to be 
taken seriously and the 
myths of his unelectibility 
need to be reexamined. 
Above all, his Party cannot 
be seen as denying him a 
nomination earned in the bal- 
lot booths. 

It looks like an interesting 
couple of months ahead— 
and a period in which Amer- 
ica will be further educated 
to the realities of democratic 
life in a multi-racial society. 
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DRUG ABUSE FUNDS: 
REAGAN “JUST SAID NO” 

President Reagan’s drug 
prevention program has pop- 
ularized the slogan “Just 
Say No.” Well, the President 
certainty knows the meaning 
of the word. He has said 
“no” to adequate funding 
for urgently needed drug 
prevention, treatment and re- 
habilitation programs since 
he took office. 

The President says that 
the country is “beginning to 
win the crusade for a drug- 
free America,’’ while his 
wife, Nancy, says, “The 
people who casually use co- 
caine are responsible” for 
the drug crisis. Both states- 
mens divert attention from 
a major problem — lack of 
funding for drug programs. 
From 1980 to 1986 the Rea- 
gan Administration slashed 
funding for such programs 
by a whopping 40%, accord- 
ing to the Congressional Se- 
lect Committee on Narcotics 
Abuse and Control. 

The effect of insufficient 
funding for these crucial 
programs was noted by 
Diane Canova, Director of 
Public Policy for the National 

Association of State Alcohol 
and Drug Abuse Directors 

(or NASADAD). This non- 

profit organization is com- 

posed of ttre state adrrrtnis- 
trators of publicly funded 
drug prevention and treat- 
ment programs. Clearly, they 
know whereof they speak. 

Ms. Canova discussed the 

impact of the funding cuts, 
saying “In most states wait- 

ing lists for drug treatment 
are common, usually averag- 
ing a 2 to 3 month wait. What 
this means is that even when 
intravenous (IV) drug users 

finally make the decision to 
seek treatment, they are 

being turned away and then 
have nowhere else to turn. 
These users are at particular- 
ly high risk of contracting 
and spreading AIDS.’’ 

It is estimated that there 
are, right now, as many as 

1.5 million IV drug users in 
this country. NASADAD es- 

timates that only 10% of 
these addicts are currently 
bein$ treated. More impor- 
tantly, they also estimate that 
an additional 30-40% of 
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Marching on Washington: Then and Now 
by Norman Hill 

The month of April evokes 
two great leaders who, work- 
ing separately and together, 
forged the greatest civil 
rights victories of the century. 
It was 20 years ago April 4 
that Martin Luther King Jr., 
was brutally cut down by an 

assassin’s bullet in Mem- 
phis. April 15 marks what 
would have been the 99th 
brithday of A. Philip Ran- 
dolph, this nation’s premier 
black labor leader and civil 
ights campaigner. And both 

-nen figured prominently in a 

istoric event whose 25th 
inniversary we are celebrat- 
ng this year — the 1963 
March on Washington. 

It was Randolph and the 
*ate Bayard Rustin who or- 

ganized the amssive March 
for Jobs and Freedom that 

brought 250,000 Americans 
to the nation’s capital. And it 
was Dr. King’s eloquent 
closing address that cap- 
1/2tured its meaning and in- 

spired a nation. 

The 1963 march was the 
watershed of the modern civil 
rights movement. It was stra- 

tegically effective precisely 
because it had a clear and 
discernible goal: the abolition 
of segregationist legal bar- 
riers barring black Ameri- 
cans from full participation in 
all facets of American life. 

Its aim was to pressure 
Congress to pass the Civil 
Rights Act and to undertake 
a program for economic jus- 
tice. The march did not em- 

brace any peripheral issues, 
fringe causes, or hidden 
agendas. This was the key to 
its success in galvanizing 
public and governmental 
opinion in support of the civil 
rights movement. Within two 

years of the march, Congress 
passed comprehensive civil 
and voting rights legislation 
which allowed social and 
economic mobiiiiy for mil- 
lions. 

Much has changed in 
the 25 years since the 
march, some for the better 
a for the worse. 

Toda> vith the persist- 
ence o il, > a significant 
"pnment i teh black popula- 

'•>as prospered. But mil- 
's of others continue to be 

n -ed in the wretchedness of 
poverty, unemployment, 
homelessness and social 
stagnation. For ther the 

In this critical e'jction year, 
marching to the ballot box 
will send a more powerful 
and important message than 

marching in the streets. 

Today, the black vote pro- 
vides powerful leverage to 

press our demands foi social 
and economic justice. In 

Norman Hill is President of the 
A. Philip Randolph Institute. 

causes of social alienation 
are no longer segregationist 
laws but economic disloca- 
tions. 

Clearly in in 1988 the most 
effective way to address the 
issues of class and poverty 
is not a march on Washing- 
ton. but a march for Wash- 
ington. The revolution 
launched by Randolph, Rus- 
tin and King must be contin- 
ued in the clitical arena. 

1986, it changed the balance 
of the Senate. In 1987 and 
1988, it has propelled a 

black man to the fore in the 

presidential race. And in 
November, it will play a 

pivotal role in races for the 
Senate, Congress and the 
White House. 

REGISTER 
VOTE 

The views expressed on these editorial pages are those of 

the artists and authors indicated. Only the one indicated as 

the Sentinel-Voice editorial represents this publication. 


