
NASA Choses First Black Woman Astronaut 
Mae C. Jemison, 30, a Los 

Angeles doctor, is one of 15 
people chosen by NASA to 

join the first class of 
astronaut trainees since the 
Challenger disaster. In ad- 
dition to her degree in 
medicine, Jemison holds a 

degree in chemical 

engineering. She served as a 

staff doctor for the Peace 
Corps in Africa for two years. 

“I like to do a lot of dif- 
ferent things,” she says. 
“I’m always willing to ex- 

plore other areas.” 
She says she can’t really 

remember what actually went 

through her mind when she 
first heard that she’d been 
appointed one of the new 

astronauts. “I just remem- 

ber I started smiling really 
broadly. I just remember 
thinking, “Oh, no, oh, 
boy!’ ’’ 

Jemison is not afraid to 

soar off into space. I’m not 
afraid,” she says. “If I 
didn’t have confidence in the 
program, I wouldn’t have 
applied in the first place. 
Lots of things in medicine are 
not 100 percent and are not 

going to work 100 percent of 
the time, either. I’m con- 

fident that everything that 
can be done to make the next 
shuttle flight safe will be 
done.” 

“The area I’m going into is 
a new area and is extremely 
exciting to be in at the begin- 
ning. I don’t think it’s at all 
unusual for a physician or a 

woman to want to be involved 
in this. After all, one does not 
only fly airplanes in the 
space program. There’s a 

very practical aspect to 
‘hands-on medicine.’ 

Jemison will be a mission 
specialist, whose primary 

See ASTRONAUT, Page 13 

Our good taste isn’t just in our beer. 

t the Adolph Coors 
Company, our concern for 
good taste doesn’t end with 
our beer. 

By getting together with 
organizations like the Cleo 
Parker Robinson Dance 
Ensemble, we’re helping to 

bring a refreshing taste of 
Black American culture to 

an ever-larger audience. In 
fact, maybe you’ve already 
noticed the Coors name at 

top concerts, sporting 
events—even on a national 
radio show bringing news 

for and about the Black 
community. 

So watch for the high- 
quality events and programs 
Coors has in store for you. 

And the next time someone 

mentions the great taste of 
Coors, you’ll know they’ve 
really said a mouthful. 


