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Editorial Notes.............

All of the many wonderful and thoughtful
women associated with the National Coun-
cil of Negro Women (NCNW)—and who
also are associated directly or indirectly with
the Assault On Tlliteracy Program (AOIP)
should be extremely proud. For, this
month’s story is most unusual in that it
reflects how an old idea or *“‘norm’’ in our
society—the getting together of the family—
can be turned into a vital tool to help
transform our brutally battered family
semblances during long centuries of
enslavement into solid structures on which
our society can be rebuilt.

If we were only plain Americans like
those of White or European ancestry, we
could listen to such blissful words as ““family
reunion’” with the same joy and pride as all
others greeted by our glorious Lady Liber-
ty, as they came to these shining shores as
parts of often-poor, but always-proud
families.

Yet, our memories, if true, could resort
to no such resemblance. But many of us
have tried to throw off the thoughts of our
thorny past when we were terrorized and
torn from the turf that was ours. In a culture

in which tribal or family life towered over
all, that close relationship simply was
transcendent.

The realities of the tragic and often-deadly
exploitation of our select transgressors
were—and are—often so painful that, even
today, many of us choose to see and believe
only the brighter side of our past and pres-
ent. And often, we need to look on the
positive side of many otherwise perturbing
things in order to build bright bridges from

(Continued on Next Page)
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