
BMI Cooperative Newspapers 
And Carriers Of 

The National BLACK MONITOR 

• Akron Reporter Group (OH) 
• Albany Times (GA) 
• Arkansas State Press (AR) 

Atlanta People's Crusader (GA) 
Augusta Black Focus (GA) 
Austin Capital City Argus (TX) 

• Bakersfield Metro Star (CA) 
• Bennetsville Fine Print News (SC) 
• Birmingham Times (AL) 

Bloomington Voice (1L) 
• Boston Greater News (MA) 
• Buffalo Criterion (NY) 

Buffalo Fine Print (NY) 
Charleston Black Times (SC) 
Charleston Coastal Times (SC) 

• Charleston Chronicle (SC) 
Chicago Independent Bulletin (1L) 
Chicago Observer (IL) 

• Chicago Tri-City Journal (IL) 
Chicago World News Examiner (IL) 
Cleveland Metro (Bedford Heights, OH) 

• Columbia Black News Group (SC) 
Columbia Palmetto Post (SC) 

• Columbus Times (GA) 
• Cordele Southeastern News (GA) 
• Dallas Weekly (TX) 
• Daytona Times (FL) 
• Decatur Speaking Out (AL) 

Decatur Voice (IL) 
• Denver Weekly News (CO) 

Detroit/Ecorse Telegram (MI) 
• East St. Louis Monitor (IL) 
• Eutaw Green County Democrat (AL) 

Florence Black Sun (SC) 
• Florence Shoals News Leader (AL) 

Fort Pierce Chronicle (FL) 
• Fort Wayne Frost Illustrated (IN) 
• Fresno California Advocate (CA) 
• Gary Info (IN) 
• Goldsboro Metro Times (NC) 

Grand Rapids Times (MI) 
Greensboro Carolina Peacemaker (NC) 
Greenville Black Star 

• Greenville Palmetto Leader (SC) 
Hartford NorthernI Agents Newspaper (CT) 
Hattiesburg Hub City Community News (MS) 
High Point Journal (NC) 

• Houston Sun (TX) 
• Indianapolis Indiana Herald (IN) 
• Jackson Blazer (MI) 
• Jacksonville Advocate (FL) 
• Kansas City Globe (MO) 
• Las Vegas Sentinel (NV) 

L.A. Metro Gazette (CA) 
L.A. TV Journal & News Magazine (CA) 

• L.A. Watts Times (CA) 
• Little Rock Arkansas State Press (AR) 
• Lubbock Southwest Digest (TX) 
• Macon Times (GA) 
• Marion Pec Dee Observer (SC) 
• Memphis Mid-South Express (IN) 
• Midland Progressive Times (TX) 

Milwaukee Times (Wl) 
• Mobile Inner City News (AL) 
• Monroe Free Press (LA) 
• Montgomery/Tuskegee Times (AL) 
• Muskogee Oklahoma Eagle (OK) 
• Newark/Essex Suburban Greater News (NJ) 
• New Orleans Black Data Weekly (AL) 

New York Black American (NY) 
New York Daily Challenge (NY) 
(New York) Long Island Courier (NY) 
New York People's Tribune (NY) 
New York Recorder (NY) 
Orangeburg Black Voice (SC) 

• Orangeburg View South News (SC) 
• Orlando Times (FL) 
• Palmetto Post (SC) 

Peoria Voice of the Valley (IL) 
• Philadelphia New Observer (PA) 

Philadelphia Spirit (PA) 
• Pittsburgh Homewood-Brushton News (PA) 
• Portland/Vancouver Ska niter (OR) 
• Riverside Black Voice News (CA) 
• Rochester Communicade (NY) 
• Rock Hill Black News (SC) 
• St. Louis Crusader (MO) 
• San Francisco New Bayview News (CA) 

San Francisco/Sacramento Observer 
Newspapers Group (CA) 
Sarasota Weekly Bulletin (FL) 
Savannah Tribune (GA) 

• Seattle Facts (WA) 
• Sumpter Black Post (SC) 
• Tacoma Facts (WA) 

Tacoma Northwest Dispatch (WA) 
Tallahassee Capital Outlook (FL) 
Tampa Dollar Stretcher (FL) 

• Texarkana Insight (TX) 
• Tulsa Oklahoma Eagle (OK) 
• Washington Informer (DC) 
• (Washington) New Observer (DC) 
• West Palm Beach Florida Photo News (FL) 

All of the newspapers in The BMI Cooperative are con- 
sidered publishers cf the MONITOR. Because of cost limita- 
tions in printing, we cannot provide MONITORS for all of 
our publishers. Those marked with a bullet are our present 
carriers. 
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Editorial SVotes ♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

This month’s Cover Story is about the 
National Association of Minority Auto- 
mobile Dealers (NAMAD), but it has far 
reaching economic and community- 
building implications for us all. 

This story is essential reading for “all 
Black Americans concerned about the 
promising potential of our people if we are 

willing to do far, far more for ourselves. 
Not only does it reflect the lengths to which 
White Corporate America is willing to go 
if we properly prepare ourselves, begin do- 
ing for ourselves and then protest. But 
also, it amazingly (to many) shows that 
many Black Americans have begun to as- 
sume far more responsibility for UPLIFT- 
ING our own...and that this helps us and 
is the only way we can negotiate with 
White America for the equitable treatment 
needed for everyone in this nation of such 
potential.” 

□ 

Black history—even though not correctly 
recorded—is an integral part of American 
history. It is American history. Nonethe- 
less, Black contributions to the growth and 
development of this country, generally, 
have been omitted from our history books. 
Even today, despite limited efforts to rec- 

tify this situation, our history continues to 
be'White-oriented to the detriment of our 

youth—especially our urban Black youth, 
who are locked into neighborhood and 
school environments which seem 

deliberately to give them the message that 
they are worthless. Even our U.S. Depart- 
ment of Education in Washington, D.C. 
has never squarely faced this issue and 
taken any steps to redress this deterrent to 

learning at its root causes. 

The well over 80 national organizations 
affiliated with the national Assault On Illit- 
eracy Program (AOIP) are working to- 
gether interorganizationally to confront the 
illiteracy predicament in Black America, 

which has reached near epidemic propor- 
tions. In 1980, 44 percent of Blacks, age 
18 and over, were found to be reading at 
about the fourth grade level. Many of these 
Blacks had high school diplomas. Today, 
the illiteracy rate is over 47 percent. If it 
continues, unchecked, by the year 2000, 
60 percent of Black Americans will be 
functionally illiterate. 

The AOIP experience has been that 
Black functional illiteracy stems not from 
an inability to learn but from a lack of 
motivation to learn that is largely reflec- 
tive of low self-esteem. 

The Assault On Illiteracy Program vol- 
unteers are reaching back to those who feel 
worthless and who feel that learning is 
useless. These volunteers, through their 
personal example and commitment, are be- 
ginning to develop confidence and hope in 
these young people. The work of the AOIP 

(Continued on page 3.) 
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Published cooperatively by member publishers of The BMI Cooperative. Dr. Calvin 
Rolark is chairman. Ms. Jeanne Jason is the executive editor of the National BLACK 
MONITOR...an NAMD-inspired communications entity. National offices for the Na- 
tional BLACK MONITOR and for The BMI Cooperative are at 410 Central Park 
West, PH-C, New York, NY 10025. (212) 222-3555 or (212) 867-0983. 

Please Notg: We are not responsible for unsolicited manuscripts 
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Cover Design: Ariel Michael Design Studio, New York, New York 
Cover Story photographs courtesy of the National Association of Minority Automobile 
Dealers and Black Resources, Inc.. 

Please support the United Black Fund. 


