KING/HOLIDAY

“‘ have a dream that one day
this nation will rise up and
live out the truth of the
meaning of its creed: ‘We
hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are

created equal.’ '’
—Martin Luther King Jr.,
1963

*‘The dream that my father

' spoke of has become a reality

to some degree. However,
there is still a real prejudice
in our society. | don't know
if there will ever be a time
when color is unimportant. "’
—NMartin Luther King Ill,
1985

The SENTINEL-VOICE, January 16, 1986

From the voting booth to
the class room, black
Americans are better off
today than they were more
than two decades ago when
Martin Luther King Jr. rallied
the civil rights movement
from the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial with his ‘| Have a
Dream'' speech.

Still, as the first national
holiday honoring the slain

"I HAVE A DREAM”

Five score yeart spo. 3 great Ametican, i whiow symbolic dadow we
wand, sgned the E Poot Tha decire
came o & preat beacust hght of hope i wallioms of Negre daves s lio bad
becn searedd i the fumes of withering mjustice. 1 canme a5 3 o ou day
biseak 1o end the loig sight of captivity

Il one huamdred yeans ater, we must faue the e Gt that the Negro
o wull oot free. One hundred years Lter, the life of the Negro s sl
wdly cripphed by the mansdes of segregstion and the cham of dis-
criminstion. Ooc hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely
whand of poveriy m the mids of & vast ocesn of material prosperity, One

hundred years Later, the Negro s still languished in the cornen of Amen-
can wociety and finds hunaelf sn exile in his own land. S0 we have come
hier today 1o dramatisc an sppalling condithon.

In & senie wee havee come 10 our nation’s Capitsl to cash & check, When
the architecis of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Conati-
tution and the Declarstion of Independence, they were signing s promis-
sty note to which cvery American wai to fall hewr. This note was a
promuse that all men would be guaranteed the unaliensble righta of life,
liberty. and the puniuit of happiness.

It s obwious todsy that Americs has defaolied on this prommsory note
mwwfar o her citicem of color are concerned. Instesd of hoaoring this
wcted obligation, Americs has given the Negro people » bed check; 3
chieck which has come back marked “iasufficient Tunds.” But we refuse
fo beliewe that the bank of juster & bankrupt, We refuse to believe that
there are insafTicient funds in the peat vaults of opportunity of this
nation. So we have come to cash th check -~ 3 check thay wall give us
upon demand the siches of freedom and the security of justice. We have
also comme fu this hallowsd spot 1o remind America of the fievce urgency
of now. This o no time o engage i the luxury of cooling off o to
take the tranquilizing drg of gradualism, New i the time 1o make resl
the promises of Democracy. Mow o the time 1o e from the dark snd
desalate walley of segregation 1o the wmlil path of racial justice. Now is
the lime 1o open the dooriof opportunity 1o all of God's children. New
n the tume 10 Wit our cation from the quicksands of el injustice to
the sobid roeck of brotherhood.

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the
woment snd tu underestimate the determination of the Negro. This
wweliening wmmer of the Negro's legitimate discontent will not pas
untd there . an mvigaiating autumn of reedom and equality. Thase who
hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be contemt
will have & rude swakening if the nation returns to busines m usual.
There will be neither rest nor trangquidiity in America uniil the Negro i
pranted his citicenship rights. The whirtwinds of sevolt will cuntinoe to
thake the foundations of our mation untd the bright day of paice
emerge

But there i rumething that | must say in my people who stand on ihe
warm (hreshold which leads mto the palace of justice. In the process of
wanng ouf nghiful plice we must not be guilty of wionglul deeds. Let
i mot sevk 1o satisfy our thind for freedom by drinking from the cup of
Futterness and hatred. We must forever conduct our struggle on the high
plane of dignity and ducipline. We must nol allow our ereative protest tn
degenerate o phymce wolence, Agan and 2gsin we munl rise 10 the
magestic heighty o mecning physical lorce with soul furce. The marvelous
vow militancy which has cnguifed the Negro commanity must nol lead
s b distrust of all white people. for many of oot white brothen, s
reidenced by thew proveuce here today, have come 1o realize that their
deatiny  tied up with our destiny and their freedam o sextricably bound
1 out freedom. We cannol walk slone

And a1 we walk, we st make the pledge that we shall march ahesd,
We canmot tum back There sre thote who ate aiking the devotees of civl
righty, “When will you be satnficd ™™ We can never be satified a8 long as
the Negro is the wictun of the umipeakable horron of police hrutality.
We can mewer b satisfied an bong av our hodies, Biavy with the (atigee of
trawed, canmot gam lodging i the mutch ol e highways and the hoteh of
the it We canndl be satified o bong 2 the Negro's basic mobslity s
fram a waller ghetto’ to o larper ane, We can never be wtisfied a long as
3 Megro in Musissippi cained vote and & Negro in New Yark believes e

feay ownibumg fur which 1w wete X, o0, we are not stadied. and we will
il be satmifed unbil fistice solly dows ke waiers and nphtessnes like
s mighty shvam

1oam pob wamindlil that wmse of yoi have come here oal of grest
trials and (ribalatiom Same of you have come tred frim nanew jal
cells. Some ol you have come from areat where your quid Tog iecdom
ket vou battered by ihe stornmn of periecution snd staggercd by the winds
of polie hrutality. Yoo have been the vereram of dreabne willeting
Coutinne fo work with the [aiih that uncamed suffering i iedemulive

Lo back to Mstisippd, pu back 1o Alsbaina., go beck 1 Soath Carodig
0 back 10 Georgis, go back to Loumisna, go hack 10 the duin snd  ghet
tom of gur rocthern exties knowing that somsehow this sitiatu wan sid will
e changed. Let us not wallow in the valley ol despan

1wy 1o you today, my friends, that in spite of the dilficuliicn anil
frustrations. of the moment | still have 3 drewm. 10 is & dream decply
rtooted in the Americen dream,

1 have a deeam that ooe day tho nation wil rive up end ive owt the
true meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths jo be sli <vdeni. that ol
men are created squal ™

I have 2 dream that one day on the red Wil of Geoega the s of
former slaves and the vons of former slaveowners will be able 1o 4t down
tagether st the tsble of bratherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the stute of Masiuprs, o desert
state sweltering with the heat of injuttice and oppression, will be 1sm
fouerned into an ozsn of Mreedom and justice.

I have & dream that my four litthe children will aoe day frve i 8 nation
where they will not be judged by the color of thesr skin but by the content
of heir charscier.

1 hive & deeaim today .

I have 3 dream that ooe day the state of Alabama, whote governod's
hpe are peesently dripping with the words of mterposivon and uulfifics-
tion, will be tranaformed into o situation where hintle black boys and black
girls wall be able 1o join hands with little white hoys aid white pith and
walk logether as sisten and brothen.

I have & dream today.

I have » dream that one day every valley shall be cxalved, every hill
and mountain thall be made low, the rough places will be made plans,
and the crooked places will be made straight, and the gory of the Lond
shall be revealed, and all fiesh shall see it together.

Thas 1 our hope, Thi i the fasth with which | return i ihe South
With this faith we will be able 1o hew out of the mountain of despuir &
#tone hope. With tha faith we will be sbic 1o tranduem the jangling dn-
cords of our nation into & beautiful symphony of brotherhood With this
faith we will be able 10 work together, to pray topether, 1o struggle 100
pether, (o go to jail together, 1o stand up for freedom togeiber. knowing
that we will be free one day

This will be the day when all of God's children will be able 10 ung
with new mesming

My country, ‘s ol thee,
Sweel land of Hberty,
Of thee | sing
Land where my Tatless died
Land of the pilgnms’ prde
From every mountain-ube
Let freedsim ring

And il Amenca 10 be 3 great naton the must became troe. So et
freedom ring from the prodipous hiltops of New Hampstire Let freedom
nng from the mogdiy mountains af New Yok Let freedom nng Tiom the
heightening Alleghenics of Penmylvania®

Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Ruockies of Coforad!

Let freedom rig from the curvacious peaks of Califin s’

Bt not anly that, let freedom nng feom Stone Mounam of Geirpa®

Let freedum nng from Lookout Mo e of Tennewee!

Let freedom ning Tram every hll pnd mubdull of Masisppi. Fro
every mobntainsile. der frocdom nng -

Wiien we let Treedom ring. whien we Jo1 it nog fram every willage and
every hambed. lron oy be and every city, wr will be aMe o specd up
1hal day ‘when all uf Gaod's cluldren, black men snd white men, Jews and
Gentibes, Privevtants and Catholics, will be able 1 pon Hands and sing 0
the words of the whi Negro sponiual. “Free o B! froe m lae® thank
God almitghity . wr a0 fiee o Lant”

Reprint from DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.’s SPEECH — “MARCH ON WASHINGTON, AUGUST 1963"

civil rights leader approaches
on Jan, 20, blacks remain
several paces behind whites
on nearly all fronts -- political
might, education, health and
income.

The unemployment rate for
blacks is about double that of
whites -- just as it was on
Aug. 28, 1963, when King
stood at the shrine to Lincoln
and told 250,000 marchers
his ‘‘dream’'’ of racial
equality and social justice.

Since then, the number of
black elected officials has

soared from less than 500 to

,more than 6,000, most in
{local municipal offices. The
percentage of blacks, ages
20 to 24, who are high
school graduates, has also
climbed from 50.7 to 79.6,
and the percentage of
blacks, ages 25 to 29, who
are college graduates has
doubled to 11.5.

While the figures on blacks
may show progress, they are
still behind those for whites,
who have a high school
graduation rate of 84.3
percent and a college
graduation

rate of 23

17

percent.  Although blacks
make up about 12 percent of
the population, they hold less
than 2 percent of elective
offices.

Since King and others
marched in the streets and
sat-in at ‘‘whites only"’
restaurants, the percentage
of minorities living in poverty
fell from 51 to 30. But that is
still nearly triple the rate for
whites, 11.4 percent.

The figures are part of
King's legacy, which is
eloguently refiected in his
speech to the 1963 rally

'The Crusade For A King Holiday

For nearly 15 years, supporters of a national holiday commemorating the birthday of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. fought a long, hard battle to make their dream come true. It finally
became a reality on Nov. 2 1983, when the bill was signed establishing the third Monday in
January as the King holiday, beginning in 1986.

The national crusade to pay homage to Dr. King with a holiday began shortly after his
death, and its leaders included his widow, Coretta Scott King; Black legislators, and
entertainers such as Stevie Wonder. In every session of Congress following Dr. King's
assassination, members introduced legislation calling for the holiday, while other legislators
fought for observance on the state and local level (in 1873, lllinois became the first state to
establish a legal King holiday). On the grass-roots level, countless Black Americans took it
upon themselves to stay home from school and work on Jan, 15, and thousands wrote letters
and signed petitions voicing support for the observance.
marchers converged on Washington, D.C., to rally for the holiday.

Proponents got their wish when, following passage by the House and the Senate, the bill
was signed into law by President Reagan and Dr. King became only the second American
(the first was George Washington) to be honored with a national legal holiday.

On Jan. 15, 1981, 100,000

FCR IMMECIATE RELRASF: January l6 1973

CONTACT: Steve Hand

BFCOKE REINTROTUCES "MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY" RESCLUTICN

Senator Edward W Brooke, Tuesday, reintroduced legisiation to make

January 15, the birthday of Or. Martin Luther King, Jr a national day of

commemoration

. Twenty-four Senators joined Broocke as co-sponsors of the legislation

which is identical to resolutions previously introduced by Brooke in the 90th,

9lst and 92nd Congress
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