High School

Some time after high -

school courses were offered
students who had completed
their eighth grade
requirements and some
reference has been found to
graduates of Hawthorne High

School. Mineral County High

School was established in
January 1915, according to
William House, now a
resident of Monterey, Calif.,
who was the first -- and only

-- member of the 1918 .

graduating class of MCHS.
House recalls that in his
freshman year the professor
was Hans Harthan; (he does
not recall the name of
professor in the second
year); but in his junior year
the professor was Edward D.
Gallagher.

In 1917 the high school
classes were moved from the
Sixth Street school to two
rooms upstairs
courthouse. At that time the
principal was M.J. Burr, who

in the

taught mathematics, history,
physics, and other subjects;
and a second teacher, Miss
Edith Woolridge had been
hired to teach English,
Spanish, shorthand and
typing.

The move from the
grammar school building to
the courthouse made it
possible for students from
outside the town of
Hawthorne to attend high
school, House recalls, and
remembers the '‘student
body"' in 1917/18 included
Violet Fisher, Aurora;
Adelaide Reid and Minnie
Reid, Fletcher Station; Leo
Derig, Thorne; Mary Wright,
Luning; Faith White and
Donald McLeod as well as
himself, Hawthorne.

““When | graduated in
1918, Oscar Gerbig and
Marie Stannard were on the
Board of Education. They
had spent much effort in
getting MCHS on its way and
were continuing these efforts
to make sure it became a
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success,'’ House writes. He
still has a copy of the 1925
school yearbook, Pen &
Inklings, which is dedicated
to Mrs. Stannard and Mr.
Gerbig.

One year after Bill House
became the first MCHS
graduate, the students
moved from the courthouse
to their new and more
spacious ‘*home’" which had
been erected south of the
courthouse on C Street,
financed by a $5000 bond
issue.
move in the 1919 Pen &
Inklings, Faith White, editor,
said:

“‘Looking back through
the school year, one can see
the many changes that have
taken place. At first we had
to go to school in two stuffy
rooms in the courthouse.
While there we watched the
new High School spring up,
waiting patiently to be in it.

Writing about that .

“‘Then, on the ninth of

February, school opened in
the new building. How nice
and sunshiny and airy it
seemed, compared with the
two rooms in the courthouse.

From then on we started to
enjoy school. We could have
our dances in the auditorium
and have even so many good
times. We had two
entertainments and two
dance parties.

‘‘Also, how much better
we have studied in the new
High School. Everything
seemed $o much nicer and
easier. We hope that the
students who come here next
year to go to school in, and
go on making M.C.H.S.
recognized throughout the
state.”

That building, which today
serves as the administration
office for the county school
system, was the only facility
for high school classes until
World War Il when a larger
frame structure was erected
on A Street. This facility was
enlarged when an adjoining

concrete building was
erected in the post-war
period.

In succeeding years
additional buildings have
been erected at the A Street
complex to serve the needs

of the students of Mineral .

County High School. These
include a large gymnasium, |
constructed to replace the
original gymnasium located
at D and Sixth Streets. The
latter, presently used for the
Ye Ole Gym recreational
program, was constructed in |
19300 at a cost of
approximately $15,000 and
provided school students
their first opportunity to
participate in ‘‘indoor'"!
athletic competition, "’

Interesting to note is the
fact that there was no such
thing as a school bus in
Hawthorne until the Naval |
Ammunition Depot was
commissioned in 1930,
When the navy learned it had |
no funds to operate its own |
school it quickly found funds |
to purchase a 4-cylinder Ford
bus which transported
students from the depot to
town.

Encouraged by thIS|
“‘innovation’’ the residents |
of Mina insisted '‘their kids*" |

were entitled to similar
consideration and no longer
should be forced to ''board
and room'" with relatives or

- friends in Hawthorne in order

to attend high school. (Some
years Mina provided more
than half of the total high
school enroliment.) '

A special election was held
in April 1955 and non-
property owners favored the
bond issue by a vote of 127-
101, but property owners
defended the proposal 88- |
75, amargin of 13 votes.

Although enroliment in the
Hawthorne schools is not as
large today as during the war
years, both the Hawthorne
Primary-Elementary-Junior
High system and the Mineral
County High School are
providing educational
opportunities for far more |
students than the founders of
the town ever could have
believed would be living
here.

For weekly news information and the weekly paper
distribution locations, contact Gloria Mosely in

Tonopah. Call 483-4591.

Norm
% v %

385-5511

SALES e LEASING

no

-385-5511

Baker Motor Company

O B ¢

“77 MERCEDES 450 SEL 1978 NOVA We have the cleanest, 1981 FORD PICKUP VAN

'83 LINCOLN TOWN CAR

White, 4 door, loaded, $99'99.

Power windows, cruise, power door
locks, stereo cassette, sunroof.
$14,950.

2 door, automatic, A/C.
Absolutely immaculate. $1999

best VW bus in town!
1976 split seat, interior roof air,
axcellent condition, only $3950.

A/C, Clean. $4999

2+2 ,5speed, A/C, sterao cassetie,

Yellow, power windows, cruise,

4 door, tilt, cruise, gauges, mags,

stereo cassstte, luxury interior, air,

Automatic, A/C, As Is.

Contact Walt Adams Contact Walt Adams. Contact Walt Adams Cottact Frank. Contact Walt Adams.
*84 DATSUN 300 ZX ‘75 MERCEDES 450 SEL ‘82 CAVALIER CS ‘82 FORD F150
1980 CHEVETTE 8 bed, XL pack, tit, cruise, sterso

quad system, air, 302 V8, deluxa 2

WHERE DO YOU BUY A QUALITY
PRE-OWNED MERCEDES AT
Anonnm QUALITY?

BANK. FINANCING, COMPETITIVE INTEREST RATES °
M&MDOWNPAWON

« ONE OWNER
« LOCAL CAR
Reduced $3,000

1975 450 SEL

9 999

low miles, red/red velour. You can sunroof, AM/FM cassette, low miles, - $B99
steal this one. Only $11,950. 1 owner. $9999. sunroof, 2 tone brown. $4999. "
£ tact Walt Adams. one red. $7449.
Contact Frank. Contact Walt Adams. Contact Bill Lows. o 5 Contact Bill Lowe.
“79 CHEVY NOMAD
1978 PINTO RARE! '83 Z-28 CAMARD CONVERSION VAN 1971 INTERNATIONAL 4x4 PICKUP
ise, dual air, stereo cassette
MERCEDES 300 SEL Blue, 29,000 miles, $7999. TH%, DAL SO - Strong, V8. $1499
Automatic, A/C. $699 8.3, vary o s, exoeleat 3 couch/bed, too foaded ta list. :
et : Contact Walt Adams
Contact Walt Adams condition. $8950. Contact Walt Adams .
Contact Frank. Contact Bill Lowe.




