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Editorial
Notes

This month the National BLACK
MONITOR salutes the dynamic business
and professional women of Iota Phi
Lambda Sorority, Inc. This year marks
the 56th birthday of this community-
building organization that continues to
stimulate, inspire, foster and give mutual
assistance to more than 3,000 sorors in
90 chapters in the United States, the
Virgin Islands and India. In turn, these
valiant women serve their communities
in a variety of creative and salutary
ways.

This month the National BLACK
MONITOR also salutes the birth of the
Black-oriented press. On March 16,
1827, John B. Russwurm and Samuel
Cornish began publishing the first Black-
owned newspaper in America.

In his first editorial, John Russwurm,
its editor and the first Black college
graduate in America, gave the reasons
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for the creation of a Black-oriented
newspaper. He said:

We wish to plead our own cause....
Too long have others spoken for us. Too
long has the public been deceived by
misrepresentations in things which con-
cern us dearly, though in the estimation
of some mere trifles; for though there are
many in society who exercise toward us
benevolent feelings; still (with sorrow we
confess it) there are others who make it
their business to enlarge upon the least
trifle, which tends to the discredit of any
person of colour; and pronounce
anathemas and denounce our whole
body for the misconduct of the guilty
one.

Today there is a continued need for a
Black-oriented press because of its uni-
que and pride-building functions.

First and foremost, the Black-oriented
press covers the happenings in Black
America that the White-oriented press
does not deem newsworthy. They cover
the community-building activities of our
many local and national organizations.
They report the good things that are hap-
pening in Black America—our church
news, our social news, our educational
and business achievements.

Secondly, the Black-oriented press
sifts through the “‘news’” with which we
are bombarded each day and analyzes it
from a Black perspective. The Black-
oriented press across the country is
known for its biting and thought-
provoking editorials and editorial car-
toons.

Thirdly, the Black-oriented press
recognizes that when Blacks know about
their heritage, pride becomes in-
escapable. The Black-oriented press pro-
vides a treasury of Black history
material, and it frequently provides ex-
posure to budding Black poets and
writers.

A fourth and fundamental focus of
the Black-oriented press is to crusade
continually for justice and equity. It also
provides a distortion-free forum for our
Black political leaders that is frequently
denied them in the White-oriented press.

The fifth role of the Black-oriented
press is to inspire Black Americans to
support each other and to work together
to develop our communities to their
fullest potential for the good of Black
Americans—and all Americans.

These are among the functions of the
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