
Editorial 
Thanksgiving is over, and we are now looking for- 

ward to the Christmas holidays. Christmas shop- 
ping will take its toll on both our energies and our 

finances. 
“Safety in the streets, in the stores, and in our 

homes” must become our motto for the season. 
Christmas lights either are or soon will be appear- 

ing in our homes. A few practical suggestions for a 
safe holiday season, free from burned persons 
and/or homes, seem to be in order. They are: 

1) Make sure the circuits that supply 
power to our lights and trees are in good 
working order. 2) Keep the Christmas tree 
far enough away from the drapes and any 
other flammable objects so that the heat 
from the lights will not cause a fire. 3) Turn 
off thw digits at night when the last person 
retiles to bed. 4) Keep children away from 
the lights. Many times children like to play 
with the lights and may cause a short in the 
wiring svstem. 

A safe Cnristmas is usually a happy Christmas 
regardless of the amount of Christmas gifts we 
receive or give. 

Family members must look out for each other, and 
see that the season is a safe one. 

Finally, let us all remember the true meaning of 
giving and receiving at Christmas time. Whether the 
25th of December is actually the birthdate of Jesus 
Christ is open to debate. However, the facts that He 
was born, lived, died, and yet still lives are facts that 
are generally thought of as indisputable. Let us not 
forget the true meaning of the Christmas season. 

To Be Equai 
POVERTY MORAL ISSUE 

By John E. Jacob 

Just days after an 

election in which the 

majority of voters ap- 
peared to support con- 
tinuation of policies that 

ignore the needs of the 

poor, a powerful institu- 
tional voice was raised 
on behalf of the disad- 
vantaged and the left- 
out in the form of the 
draft pastoral letter on 
economic justice by the 
U.S. Catholic Bishops. 

Their sharp criticisms 
of the workings of our 
economic system has 
led to a defensive re- 

action. Critics of the let- 
ter attacked the specific 
proposals made by the 
Bishops and attempted 
to play down the seri- 
ousness of their mess- 

age. 
But the Bishops’ doc- 

ument is the start of a 
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moral crusade on behalf 
of America’s poor, one 
that should win the sup- 
port of all Americans of 
all religious and politi- 
cal persuasions. 

The Bishops’ call for 
“a new commitment to 
economic justice” is 
necessary to correct the 
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malfunctionings of an 

economic system that 
provides much for 
many, but excludes mil- 
lions from full participa- 
tion. Americans need to 
rediscover the sense of 
caring they have lost in 
recent years. 

Poverty has risen 
sharply in recent years 
and the gap between the 
affluent and the poor is 
growing. The Bishops 
ask how much a rich 
country can justify that 
situation and their an- 
swer is that “gross in- 
equalities are morally 
unjustifiable.” 

At a time when pov- 
erty is ascribed to short- 
comings on the part of 
those who are poor, the 
Bishops’ message is that 
“broader social and in- 
stitutional factors are an 

integral part of the prob- 
lem.” Those factors in- 
clude “racial discrimina- 
tion. the feminization of 
poverty, and the distri- 
bution of income and 
wealth." 

The draft letter favors 
public job creation, in- 
frastructure and public 
works programs, wel- 
fare reforms, federal 
policies that bring un- 

employment down to 3 
or 4 percent, and more. 
It prescribes a shift from 
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selfishness and sug- 
gests that America’s im- 
mense resources be 
placed at the service of 
the common good to a 

far greater degree than 
in recent years. 

Too many people 
think that if you just 
leave the free market 
system to operate, 
enough opportunities 
will be created to end 
poverty. But that has 
never happened. Even 

of our economic sys- 
tem. By pointing out that 
economic systems serve 
the needs of mankind, 
not the other way 
around, the Bishops 
break through the veil of 
myths that obscure pol- 
icy decisions. 

The Bishops’ state- 
ment has been a bitter 
pill for many to take. The 
draft letter has been at- 
tacked by those who 
prefer to leave the prob- 
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the current strong re- 

covery hasn’t had much 
effect on the 35 million 
poor Americans and the 
millions hovering just 
above the poverty line. 

So the Bishops’ letter 
is an important step in 
reaching the vast num- 

bers of Americans who 
don’t understand the 
moral imperative to cre- 
ate a more just society. 

By elevating econo- 
mic issues to the moral 
plane the Bishops have 
raised essential ques- 
tions about the nature of 
our society and the role 

lerrss of the poor and the 
disinherited out of their 
consciousness; who 
prefer to consign moral 
principles to an hour or 
two on a Sunday morn- 

ing rather than practice 
them all week long. 

For that reason the let- 
ter is a historic pro- 
nouncement calling the 
nation back to a moral 
awareness of the need to 
become more just soci 
ally and economically, it 
is a call to recover 
America’s ideals and its 
devotion to moral prin- 
ciples and fairness. 

Vietnam From A Black Perspective 
(Twenty voices speak out) 

A review of Bloods: An 
Oral History of the Viet- 
nam War by Black Vet- 
erans, by Wallace Terry. 
(New York-Random 
House-1984), 311 pages, 
Hardcover, $17.95. 

Bloods is an unforget- 
table reading experi- 
ence. The voices of the 
twenty Black Vietnam 
War veterans spot-light- 
ed here will haunt, shock 
and sadden you. 

The Black soldiers in 
Vietnam called them- 
selves “Bloods.” For 
them, the Vietnam War 
was a war waged on 

many different levels, 
and Bloods is their story. 
In a compilation of first 
person narratives, we 
relive their vivid experi- 
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ences with them. 
Wallace Terry, a re- 

spected Black journal- 
ist, covered the Vietnam 
War as a correspondent 
during the height of that 
conflict (1967-1969). He 
was touched and dis- 
turbed by the often 

vastly different treat- 
ment and experiences of 
the Black soldiers there. 

Even in an unpopular 
war, the problems for 
Black soldiers in Viet- 
nam were unique. In the 
fact of racism, their loy- 
alty was unquestionably 
expected; and fatalities 
among Black soldiers 
were disproportionately 
high. At a time when the 
civil rights movement in 
America was at its peak, 
young, poor Blacks 
were asked to die in a 
rice paddy 10,000 miles 
from home/ 


