
Dr. West, first black Nevada doctor, newspaper pioneer, dead 
Dr. Charles I. West, 76, 

the first black physician 
to be licensed in the 
State of Nevada and a 

longtime community 
leader, died Sunday 
night at Valley Hospital. 

Born in Washington, 
D.C., Sept. 27, 1908, Dr. 
Charles I. West was the 
youngest of the four 
children of Dr. and Mrs. 
Charles West, Sr. Like 
his father, Dr. West, Jr. 
was a graduate of the 
Harvard University Medi- 
cal School. His mother, 
Rebekah, was the first 
Black principal in the 
Washington, D.C. school 
system. 

Dr. West completed 
high school at the Willis- 
ton Academy for Boys in 
East Hampton, Massa- 
chusetts and began his 
colege years at Dart- 
mouth College where he 
was a classmate of the 
late former Vice-Presi- 
dent, Nelson Rocke- 
feller. He graduated from 
medical school in 1933 
and completed his in- 
ternship at a Kansas Ci- 
ty hospital after which 
he became the resident 
surgeon at a Tulsa, Okla- 

homa hospital. 
A graduate of the Har- 

vard University Medical 
School, Dr. West began 
his college years at Dart- 
mouth College where he 
was a classmate of the 
late former vice-presi- 
dent Nelson Rockefeller. 
His mother, Rebekah, 
was the first black prin- 
cipal in the Washington, 
D.C. school system. 

Dr. West served in 
World War II as a field 
surgeon and was 

wounded in France. 
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After his discharge 
from the military, he 
studied at the London 
Tropical School of 
Medicine. 

Before returning to the 
United States, Dr. West 
traveled to Liberia, West 

1954, he immediately 
became heavily involved 
in the community and 
political activities. To 
engender closer com- 

munication in the Black 
community, he founded 
and published the Las 

Africa where he and his 
brother, the iate Dr. John 
West, established a 
much needed hospital in 
Liberia, and later, open- 
ed the first training 
school for nurses in 
Liberia. 

It was in Detroit, Mich- 
igan where he set up a 

private practice upon his 
return to the State from 
Liberia that he met and 
married his beloved 
“Dottie.” 

When the West family 
moved to Las Vegas in 

Vegas Voice newspaper 
in which appeared his 
weekly column “Hidden 
History,” an ongoing 
chronicle of the contri- 
butions and accomplish- 
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merits of Blacks from an- 

cient times to the 

present. 
Among his accom- 

plishments, Dr. West had 
been president of the 
Voters League and serv- 

ed on the executive 
board of the NAACP. A 
black medical society 
was named in his honor 
in 1979. 

Dr. West was also a 

delegate to the Demo- 
cratic Party national con- 

vention when John F. 

Kennedy was nominated 
for President of the 
United States. 

Dr. West, who was af- 
flicted with emphysema, 
lived in retirement for the 
past several years, en- 

joying the weekly ses- 

sions of his bridge club 
(called “The Group”) 
and taking an occasional 
cruise with Dottie and 
close friends. He had on- 

ly recently returned from 
a cruise to Alaska when 
felled by the illness 
which brought on his 
death. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Dottie, two sons, 
Dr. West, a medical of- 
ficer in Reno, and Rocci, 
a sister, Charlotte Strick- 
land and her husband, 
Dr. William Strickland of 
Philadelphia, a grand- 
son, Shaun West, two 

granddaughters, Doro- 
thy and Jessica West, 
and two cousins, Maria 
Ogle and Reggie Martin 
of Washington, D.C. 

Donations may be 
made in Dr. West’s name 

to the Charles 1. West 
Medical Society Scholar- 
ship Fund, care of Dr. 

Ken Westfield, 2200 
Rancho Dr., Las Vegas, 
89102. 

Memorial services will 
be held at 3 p.m. Sunday 
in Palm Mortuary. His 
body has been donated 
to the University of Nev- 
ada Medical School in 
Reno. 
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CLASSIC Two-three bedrooms 
One and two baths 

From $59,950 
Three moderately-priced two and three bedroom floor 
plans offer you individual home ownership on your own lot. 
Roomy rear and side yards outside and soaring ceilings 
inside create a spacious living environment. 

6848 West Incline Avenue, Sales Office: 367-0005. 

Spring Valley 

Villanova 
Spring Valley 

Three, four bedrooms 
One and two stories 

From $93,950 
These are big homes to go with the "big sky" feeling 
of Spring Valley, designed by architect Paul Thoryk 
to play up your ability to live and entertain with real 
flair. 
4294 New Castle Road, Sales Office: 876-1310. 

Forest Park 
Homes 
Spring Valley 

Three, four bedrooms 
One and two stories 

From $84,950 
Family enjoyment is built into these homes. They're 
designed for indoor-outdoor living, with sliding glass 
doors and large back yards. Kids can walk to Spring 
Valley Park. 

6848 West Incline Avenue, Sales Office: 367-0005 

CREST 
HOMES 

TWo, three & four bedrooms 
One and two stories 

From $88,850 Spring Valley 
Crest Homes two, three and four bedroom homes are 

ideally located near convenient shopping, public parks 
and neighborhood schools. 

7398 Parnell Avenue, Sales Office: 367-2199 

Three, four bedrooms 
One and two stories 

From $82,500 Green Valley 

Ridgewood’s one- and two-story, three and four bedroom 
homes are situated in the most exclusive section of 
Green Valley. This beautiful master-planned community 
offers you luxurious living at surprisingly 
reasonable prices. 
2303 Heavenly View Drive, 
Sales Office: 458-4880 

Over 10,000 homes built 
in Las Vegas since 1952. 

A Pardee 
Construction Company of Nevada 
A Weyerhaeuser Company 
Contractors License » 3633A 

Price*, rate* and term* *ub|ect to change without notice, and 
do not Include lot premiums and optional extra*. 


