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[Point of View

To Be Equal

One of the big issues
neither presidential can-
didate is talking about is

the unmet need for ex-
panded day care ser-
vices.

Editorial

Have you ever wondered why politicians always
wait until just before an election to make themselves
visible among their constituents? Where are most of
them during the years between elections? Are they
so busy that it is virtually impossible to make an
appointment with them to talk over problems of
citizens? We do not think so. We think that most of
our elected officials lapse into a position of lethargy
and couldn’t care less about their constituents until
it is time to court them for votes again.

The negligence of some of our politicians to com-
municate regularly with their constituents during
off-years seems appalling. This refers to both White
and Black politicians alike. Still the voters will return
many of the politicians to their posts year after year
without having had a chance to interact with them
until just before the next election.

We are aware that politicians are human beings,
and should and must spend some time with their
families, and in many cases, such as with legislators;
must go back to their places of employment to make
a living. However, before running for an elective
office one should inform his/her family that, as an
elected official, he/she will have an obligation to
his/her constituents. Without an understanding
family, the politician’s life can be one of utter misery.

We hope that our Black elected officials will take
note and not forget the people who put them into
office.

Much more respect and appreciation can be
gained by our elected officials if they would remain
as visible during the off-election years as they
usually are during the election years.

We, as Blacks, have plenty of problems, and we
would appreciate having access to our officials on a
regular basis throughout their terms of office.

By John E. Jacob

The mothers of over
half of all children aged
six and under work out-
side the home, and too
many of their nearly ten
million youngsters are
not adequately cared for
because of the dearth of
quality day care pro-
grams.

While affluent parents
can afford day care and
nursery school facilities,
low-income families
cannot.

The limited number of
programs run by
churches and commun-

ity social welfare insti-

tutions is far below the
level needed to satisfy
the demand, and deep
cuts in federal subsi-
dies for such programs
have severely worsened
the situation.

In 1981, Congress cut
$700 million out of a key
federal social service
program and dropped
requirements that ear-
marked funds for day
care services. Since
then, state and federal
funds for child care and
low-income families
have been cut by 14
percent.

The United States is
now the only major in-
dustrial nation without a
nationally subsidized
child care system, and it
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is even cutting back on
the limited available
programs in the face of
increasing needs.

The spotlight thrown
on day care by child
molestation scandals in
some centers has led to
a debate about licensing
child care providers and
regulating day care
centers.

John Jacob

But the debate should
not be limited to pre-
venting isolated cases of
child abuse. It should be
broadened to include
the role of subsidized
child care services as an
integral part of national
policies designed to
strengthen families and
nurture children.

Day care should be
seen as a means of max-
imizing children’s de-

velopment and poten-

tial.
There is plenty of evi-
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dence, especially from
studies of the Head Start
program, that early
childhood education
makes a real positiveim-
pact on children.

One such study re-
ported on 123 poor
black children in Michi-
gan. It followed them for
22 years, and proves the
benefits to society from
quality preschool pro-
grams. The study com-
pares children who were
in preschool programs

age pregnancies and
were much less likely to
be on welfare than those
who were not in the pre-
school program.

The demonstrated
positive effects of Head
Start have helped it sur-
vive the heavy budget
cuts felt by other social
service prgrams, but
even so, Head Start
serves less than one out
of five eligible children.

A comprehensive na-
tionwide child care

John E. Jacob is President Of
The National Urban League

with others from the
same background who
were not.

Two-thirds of the
children in the program
graduated from high

school compared with .

less than half of the
others. Three out of five
were employed, com-
pared with only a third of
the others. Two out of
five enrolled in college
or a postsecondary
school compared with
only one out of five in the
control group.

The people who had
been in the preschool
program as children
also had far fewer ar-
rests, half as many teen-
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Liberalism

Our latent and occa-
sionally verbalized con-
tempt for Black peopleis
but an unconscious
manifestation of our
contempt for life as we
experience it in general.
Society tends to seek
order, while individual
life seeks fulfillment.
When the two purposes
do not agree, difficulties
inevitably follow. So It
has been in America.
New groups of people
have poured in, making
constant adjustment a
basic condition with

and Black

which we have had to
deal. Had our vision of a
“melting-pot” been dif-
ferent from that of atype
of “puree-production,”
and more in the direc-
tion of “the creation of a
tasty and variegated
stew,” we would not be
faced today with the in-
evitable frustration that
comes from any attempt
to make all life alike.
The White people who

program will not happen

all at once. It will
probably evolve from a
number of develop-
ments, including the

necessary expansion of
Head Start and similar
programs.

But as the growing
need for quality child
care programs impacts
on public policies, it is
essential that parental
and community involve-
ment be an integral part
of institutionalized child
care programs. Without
that necessary element,
such programs will ]ﬁsl
amount to warehousing
kids.

Inequity
have come to America
are not all alike. Many
have kept some sem-
blance of their basic
ethnic character and
integrity and have con-
tinued to greatly enrich
our common life. But the
uncritically examined
predisposition toward
conformity is a sad sign;
for life at its best in-
volves the continuing
See SHARE, Page 14
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