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IN HIGH-TECH ERA 
by John E. Jacob 

America is a nation of 
change, and in recent 

years changes have 
come fast and hard. They 
are evident in new tech- 
nologies, a restructuring 
economy, and a meaner 
social outlook. 

The first of those 
trends is of special im- 
portance to our educa- 
tional needs. It is gen- 
erally accepted that we 
are at the dawn of a high- 
tech era. 

That means the future 
will belong to those who 
can work at computer 
terminals, be comfort- 
able with advanced data 
processing and com- 
munications technolo- 
gies, and have access to 
the techniques of an in- 
formation-based econ- 

omy. 

This trend poses a 

major challenge to the 
education community, 
and especially the black 
colleges that graduate 
the majority of blacks. It 
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means many will have to 
retool. They’ll have to ad- 
just curricula to the high- 
tech age and provide stu- 
dents In all disciplines 
with the fundamentals of 
technological literacy. 

Editorial 
Recently a 15-year-old youth has been brought to 

trial for the shooting death of his mother’s live-in boy 
friend. 

As regrettable as any murder is, it appears that the 
youth has been able to use several motives to prove 
that the shooting was justifiable homicide, that he 
was temporarily insane at the time of the shooting, 
that he did not know right from wrong when he fired 
the shots, etc. i 

No effort is being made by this newspaper to try 
this or any other youth who has been accused of a 

major crime. However, we question the reasons 
stated above as being the real reasons for the 
shooting. 

It appears that there had been a series of abuses 
administered by the victim on the youth’s person. 
Even a dog will take only so much abuse without 
fighting back. The human body will stand only so 
much abuse before the mind starts playing tricks. 

Parents, guardians, and any others who assume 

responsibility for the care of a youth must use efforts 
of persuasion to modify behavior if at all possible. 
Care must be taken to assure that the child being 
punished understands why he/she is being pun- 
ished, and that the punishment fits the wrongful deed 
performed. 

As citizens, we are obligated to report any 
suspected abuse to the authorities. A call to the 
police, in this case, might have prevented a murder, a 

trial, and possibly a prison sentence, not to mention 
the enormous expenses involved in bringing justice 
to bear. 

Child abuse is prevalent in this area of the United 
States. Reasons are many and varied. However, a 
united effort must be exerted to minimize the effect of 
the abuser on the abused. 

And that challenge Js 
compounded by the 
financial squeeze faced 
by most of those institu- 
tions, and by the tradi- 
tional aversion to math, 
science and other sub- 
jects that are fundamen- 
tal to the high tech era. 

Some 600 blacks a 

excellence has been 
school prayer, rhetoric 
about discipline, and tui- 
tion tax credits that 
would undermine public 
education. 

Higher education 
funding for minority and 
low income students has 
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year earn Ph.D.’s in edu- 
cation but only 20 to 30 in 
engineering and physi- 
cal sciences, and only 
about a half dozen in 
math. In 1982, only one 
black person got a Ph.D. 
in computer science. 

If you look at under- 
graduate degrees, simi- 
lar percentages are ob- 
tained. Much as we need 
educators, social work- 
ers, and others skilled in 
the human and social 
services, the black future 
will be limited if we don’t 
have our share of the 
skills required by a high 
tech society. 

This is a problem that 
has its roots in social dis- 
advantage, inferior 
public education, and 
lack of opportunity in 
elementary and high 
schools. Future physi- 
cists and engineers 
come to college with 
sound backgrounds in 
math and the sciences. 
But most black students 
have been denied the 
access to those back- 
grounds and the encour- 

agement to succeed in 
those fields. 

The problem is com- 

pounded by national 
policies that have under- 
mined the little progress 
that has been made to- 
ward greater equity. 

Those national poli- 
cies are widening the 
gap between black and 
white, rich and poor. The 
1985 budget plans to 
make more cuts in edu- 
cation aid. The official 
response to the calls for 

already been slashed 
deeply. The TRIO pro- 
grams that helped dis- 
advantaged young 
people make it in college 
have been a prime tar- 

get for the budget cut- 
ters. And the Depart- 
ment of Education’s pro- 
posed restrictions on 

grants and loans to stu- 
dents will inevitably 
force many black people 
to abandon their hopes 
for higher education. 

A special target of the 
enemies of equal oppor- 
tunity in higher educa- 
tion have been the pro- 
grams that provide fin- 
ancial assistance to 
graduate and profes- 
sional education. And 
assistance to struggling 
black colleges has been 
confined to lip service as 
the resources made 
available to them are 
nowhere near propor- 
tionate to the needs. 

An educational sys- 
tem can turn out more 

scientists and engineers 
than GM does cars. But if 
they are drawn from a 

favored elite while the 
rest of our students are 
doomed to semi-liter- 
acy, the system itself is 
far from excellent. In 
fact, it is a failure. 

Equity is not an issue 
that can be sidestepped. 
For blacks, It is the cen- 

tral issue—equal access 

to quality education is 
the prime issue on the 
black education agenda. 

I believe it has to be at 
the core of national edu- 
cational policy as well. 
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PEOPLE, 
PLACES 

and 
POLITICS 

By Joe Neal 

The politician who runs for public office and 
happens to be elected gives himself over to service of 
those who elected him. He is or will be confronted 
with many problems, some of which he can address. 
It would take no less than a super human being to 
meet the needs of all the people all the time. 

It does not take a super human being, however, to 
recognize that all the needs of the people cannot be 
met. But such a person should be aware that he must 
be just as nice to those whose needs he cannot satisfy 
as to those whose needs he does satisfy. 

This courtesy was not offered to Carlene Perkins 
when she called to talk to Commissioner Bob Nolen 
about a request that the credit union had submitted 
for Block Grant Revolving Loan Funds, which had 
been turned down by the Citizens’ Advisory Com- 
mittee. The City Commission was to hear and ratify 
the Advisory Committee’s recommendations on May 
16. So, there was nothing unusual about Carlene 
Perkins wanting to talk with her City Commissioner 
on this matter. It is done all the time. When Mrs. 
Perkins called Commissioner Bob Nolen, he alleg- 
edly talked down to her, thereby sending the impres- 
sion that he did not recognize her rights as a citizen, 
one of which is her being able to freely discuss an 
issue with her representative. 

The arrogance of power should never go unchal- 
lenged. Governor Bryan docked his Gaming Control 
Board Chairman a month’s pay and has indicated 
that he will not reappoint him because he called a 
female agent to give him a ride home because he was 
drunk. A citizen cannot dock a Commission a 
month’s pay, but the tool of recall is always available 
to be used against those public officials who some- 
times become lax in their respect for the citizens they 
represent. 

Carlene Perkins has instituted a recall against Bob 
Nolen for the reason of his not according her the 
respect she is due as a citizen. Her pride and dignity 
have been wounded and Mrs. Perkins is determined 
that Bob Nolen be held accountable. Carlene Perkins 
has never done anything like this before. But she has 
been involved in politics for about 12 years. Her first 
involvement in campaigns was with mine, when she 
worked to get me elected to the state senate. I can 
attest to the fact that she is a hard working person and 
she knows the streets and how to knock on doors. Mr. 
Nolen, I am afraid you have made a mistake with this 
black lady! 

The arrogance of power must always be 
challenged. Carlene Perkins is doing just that! 

The views expressed on these editorial pages are those ot 
the artists and authors Indicated. Only the one Indicated as 

the SENTINEL-VOICE editorial represents this publication. 

GREATER VOTES, 
GREATER POWER 


