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Samuel L. Banks, president of the 
Association for the Study of Afro- 
American Life and History, and Dr. 
Gilbert Francis set the tone and the 
directional focus of the discussion. Dr. 
Banks urged the assembly to take a 

strong stance. To get our fair share we 

must be demonstrative, Banks added. 
“All of us must be in the meeting and/or 
simply be available to back up the 
spokespersons. We have to stop 
pussyfooting around. We can’t be 
perpetual mendicants. Let’s stand up 
and demand our full share,” he con- 

cluded. 

There was overwhelming agreement 
that a show of strength was imperative 
and that a delegation of four or five per- 
sons as approved by DOE would not 

adequately convey the numerical 
strength of the constituency represented 
by AOIP organizations. Subsequently, 
the number of delegates was increased 
to 12 with one alternate. However, the 
suggestion that all present be “available 
to back up the spokespersons” was 

unanimously adopted. 

At this juncture, Clarence Thomas, 
chairman of the Equal Employment Op- 
portunity Commission, former assistant 
secretary for civil rights in the Depart- 
ment of Education and a close friend of 
Dr. Calvin W. Rolark, left the meeting 
to perform an invaluable service for the 
group. He contacted Secretary Bell at his 
home and received his invitation for the 
entire group to form the delegation. 

Highlights of the Historic 
Meeting at DOE 

TTHE second meeting provided an 

auspicious and salutary occasion for a 

broad spectrum of national leaders, 
representing literally millions of Black 
people, to come together and present to 

Secretary Terrel H. Bell an unmistakably 
strong statement of unity and concern. 

The general tone of the meeting was set 
when Secretary Bell entered the room 

and immediately invited Ben Wright to 
take a seat beside him at the head of the 
table, thus publicly acknowledging his 
understanding of Ben’s courageous and 
unrelenting struggle within his depart- 
ment and his acceptance of us in AOIP 
as needed friends. 

The size of the delegation 
demonstrated the exciting response of 
the organization people. Among those 
present were: Clara Allen, Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority (membership over 

100,000); Dr. Samuel L. Banks, presi- 
dent of the Association for the Study of 
Afro-American Life and History; Lucille 
F. Bland, national AOIP representative 
for Zeta Phi Beta Sorority; James 
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Haw to mail 
a chidden 

and a flock of ways to get the best 
fe- of your Post Office. 

Chances are, you’ll never 

have the occasion to mail a 

baby chicken. But if you really 
wanted to, you could. In fact, 
your Postal Service offers a 

wide range of services that 
might surprise you. 

To learn more about them* 
just stop by your local post 
office and pick up a copy of our 

new, colorful brochure, “A 
Consumer’s Directory of 
Postal Services and Prod- 
ucts.” It’ll help you find lots of 
ways to get the best of us. 

^jHowto 
get a 

jump on the 
Winter 

I Olympics. 
Your Postal 

Service 
can help you keep the 

excitement of the Winter 

^Olympics with our newly 

issued 84 Winter 
Olympics stamps. We’ve 
got alpine skiing, nordic 
skiing, ice hockey, and 
ice dancing. And 

they re just a part of the full 24- 
Olympic-stamp collection your 
Postal Service has available. 
Just stop in anytime, and your 
postal employee will be more 

than happy to bring you closer 
to your favorite Olympic event. 

How to send 
your love, u 

Whether 
you want to 
warm the heart 
of someone 

you love, or 

bring a smile 
to someone’s 
face, your 
Postal Ser- 
vice can help 
you. We’ve 

designed a brand-new version of 
our popular “love” stamp. You 
can put it on your cards and letter^ 
and make your warmest M 
regards even warmer. 

SSpP 

How to talk with 
yotir Post Office. 
Postal people know that an 

important part of helping you is 
listening. So our clerks are 

always ready to answer your 
questions, in person or over 

the phone. 
Wfe’ve also provided post 

offices with Consumer Service 
cards that you can fill out with 
your comments. 

But what if you still need 
help, or want more informa- 
tion? Just write to your 

Consumer Advocate 
U.S. Postal Service 
Washington, DC 
20260-6320 

There are lots of other 
ways your Postal Service can 

work for you. 
And we want you to know 

about them. So feel free to talk 

to our employees about any 
questions you may have. Wfe’ll 
help you get our best. 

Well help you get our best. 

Stand Tall!. ..Lei Vs Be The Towers of Strength That He Are Designed To Be! 


