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“All, regardless ofrace orclassor economlc status,
are entitled to a fair chance and to the tools for de-
veloping their individual powers of mind and spiritto
the utmost. This promise means that all children by
virtue of their own efforts, competently guided, can
hope to atain the mature and informed judgment
needed to secure gainful employment, and to
manage their own lives, thereby serving not only
their own interests, but also the progress of society
itseltf.”

The above was taken from the report written in
1983 by the National Commission on Excellence in
Education which was created by Secretary of Educa-
tion T.H. Bell in 1981.

The Commission was directed to examine the
quality of education in the United States and to make
a report to the Nation and to Secretary Bell within 18
months of its first meeting.

All of this sounds good to the ears and looks good

on paper. However, further examination reveals
'some serious flaws in the actual practice of the things
lincluded inthe statement. Doall people actually have
the opportunity to develop their individual powers of
mind and spirit to the utmost? Is there equal oppor-
tunity for all children to developtotheirfullest poten-
tial in our present system of education?

We think not. Many of our schools, especially
those in the inner-city areas of our cities, are under-
staffed and underfunded. Materials suitable for the
education of many of our young citizens are inap-
propirate.

The commitment to educational opportunity on
the part of our several levels of government seems
entirely superficial and extremely political. Funding
has been drastically reduced. Protection for teach-
ers is practically nonexistent. School districts are

,hard pressed to provide materials that are helpful for
all children.

. Werealize that the Commission was directed totell
‘us In writing what we have known for a long time —
that our schools are not doing everything we think
they should be doing. However, the Commission
failed to point out that the government had cut off or

seriously cut back even the meager funding it once

provided.

Political rhetoric must be seen for what it is, and'

that Is just rhetoric. The schools cannot do every-
'thing with nothing.
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PEOPLE,
'PLACES
- and
POLITICS

- By Joe Neal

John Glenn was in town this past weekend and
from all indications the Nevada top Democrats were
out to extent im a hand of welcome and a state Demo-
cratic chairmanship endorsement.

Even though in my judgement Glenn would make a
fine President in comparison to Ronald Reagan, itis
not the time for party chairmen of the Democratic
Party to play favorites. Brent Adam, the state party
chair, endorsed Glenn over the weekend, even
though there are two other candidates who have a
large segment of the state’s voting population favor-
ing them. They are Jesse Jackson and Walter
Mondale.

j’o Be Equal

SPOTLIGHT ON
THE BLACK VOTE

By John E. Jacob

Much of the debate on
whether a black candi-
date should enter the pri-
maries as the represen-
tative of all blacks turned
on whether or notsucha
strategy would advance
black political interesis.
It was generally agreed
that such a candidacy
would be symbolic, In
the sense that the candi-
date would not be likely
to win the nomination.

Now that Jesse Jack-
son has officially en-
tered the race, such con-
siderations are aca-
demic. There is a black
candidate running now,
and there is agreement
that while that candi-
dacy entails high risks,
there may be some posi-
tives as well.

The risks are familiar
— weakening other can-
didates with a betier
chance towinwhowould
favor policies blacks
want; disillusionment
among black voters,

stimulating ananti-black

“backlash” vote, and
others. The positives
too,are familiar,mostes-
pecially the likelihood of
sharply increased black

voter registration and
political participation.
The black share of the
voting age population
that actually votes Is
lower than the white
rate. Thereisapersistent
gap ofaboutten percent-
age points. In the 1980
election, for example,
about half of eligible
blacks and 60 percent of
eligible whites voted.
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As a result, several

states slipped into the’

Reagan column as his
margin of victory was far
lower than the numbers
of unregistered black
voters who presumably
would have voted for
other candidates, as
suggested by the voting
patterns of blacks who
did vote.

In New York, with its
big bloc of electoral
votes, Reagan beat
Carter by 165,000 votes
while almost 900,000
blacks sat out the elec-
tion. In North Carolina,
Reagan won by less than
40,000 votes as over half
a million blacks went un-
registered.

The growing realiza-
tion of that unused poli-
tical strength as led to
massive voter registra-
tion drives that narrow

that black-white gap in

running to increase
black voter turnout.

But there can be no
doubt that a black candi-
date will helpgeimanyto
thé polls who otherwise
might opt out of the poli-
tical process. It will not
be enough however, to
simply assume that a
Jackson candidacy will
automatically result in
higher black voting.

Grassroots coalitions
to register voters must
increase theireffortsand
not trust to chance, for
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voter turnout. In the 1982
congressional election
for example, the gap was
down to only 7 percent-
age points, the lowest in
memory.

Many went to the polis
to express their feelings
about the change in na-
tional policies on civil
rights and the economy,
raising the question of
whetheritisnecessaryto
Jhave a black candidate

{ publication.
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" no matter howinterested

people become in the
primaries, it will still take
alotofhard workto make
sure they register and
then vote next November.
All Americans, regard-
less of their political per-
suasion, should wel-
come Jackson's entry
into the presidential
sweepstakes as an ex-~
pression of the right o of

“See JACOB, Page 14
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There is no question that Jackson has a large
appeal among black voters of thisstate. Mondale has
a large following among labor and the teaching pro-

‘fession. It would seem to me that with the endorse-

ment of Glenn by Brent Adam, it would give Glennan
advantage over the other candidatesinthe delegates
selection process. Brent Adam, as chairman of the
state Democratic party, could very well structure the
state convention next year in favor of Glenn, to the
dismay of the black community, labor and the
teachers.

| have said that Glenn would make afine president.
I made this statement based upon the factthat Glenn

: .seems to be a fair and honest person. Nevertheless,

any presidential candidate who states at the outset
that taxes would have to be raised, is going to have a
difficult time beating Ronald Reagan.

Taxes are an issue that many people identify with,
as taking money out of their pockets. The other side
of this is Ronald Reagan’s stomping ground. He says
we must cut government spending. Thisisaproposi-
tion which has the same consequences as taxes, that
of taking money out of one’s pockets, but does not
send the signal that everyone will be taxed.

There is no doubt that this country’s financial cir-
cumstances are in need of additional monetary re-
sources to meet its debt services. Taxing is one solu-
tion.

Former West German Chancellor Helmut
Schmidt, speaking on the David Brinkley show,
made averyinteresting pointabout the financialcon-
dition of the United States.

He stated that we have “a budgetary deficit in the
order of 6 percent of the Gross National Product, but
your personnel savings quota is considerably less
than 5 percent o the Gross National Product. So,
even if you leave no capital formation for yourindus-
try and housing and so on, you have to borrow from
the outside world.” To put it very succinctly as to
what Mr. Schmidt means, he is saying that instead of
our money being turned over in this country by gov-
ernment borrowing from perjsonnel-savings, the
money is being drained to foreign countries taking
advantage of the high interest rates caused by gov-
ernment borrowing over and above the supply of
money available.

In order to solve our deficit, it would seem to me
that we must increase our personnel-savings twice
that of ourdeficit. This calls foradrastic turn-aboutin
the way America does business. It calls forthe estab-
lishing of a National Bank owned by the public. The
Federal Reserve Bank could very well serve this pur-
pose by allowing individual deposits and with-
drawals and even individual loans. This proposal is
not new. We have said it before about two years ago
and will keep putting it forward until someone listens.




