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“America’s schools are not only failing to pre- 
pare our youth for the rapid changes of tomorrow; 
they are failing even to maintain the standards of 
yesterday .. 

The Presidential Commission 
on Educational Excellence 

by Maudra Jones 

More than a decade 
ago, the Silberman re- 

port on the nation’s pub- 
lic schools drew nation- 
ide attention and was 

felt by some educators 
to have major impact on 

educational debate in 
the United States. Re- 
porting the result of a 

three-and-a-half year 
study commissioned by 
the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion titled “Crisis In The 
Classroom,” Charles E. 
Silberman found that 
“most schools not only 
fail to educate children 
adequately, but also are 

oppressive, grim and 

joyless.” The study re- 

port was termed an un- 

usually outspoken in- 
dictment of the nation’s 
public schools. Speci- 
fic recommendations 
were made, in the report, 
for a “radical reordering 
of the classroom..ex- 
amples of successful 
reform were cited and 
hope was found in the 
belief that change with- 
in the system is possible. 

It was Dr. Gerald Dur- 

ley, who cautioned in 
the 70’s that we are los- 
ing the potential for edu- 
cating the next genera- 
tion. The voices of Black 
educators were being 
raised throughout the 

country signalling the 
fact that education of- 
ten fails because it is a 

reflection of our society 
and calling for the seri- 
ous commitment of all to 
become concerned and 
involved in re-shaping 
the education process in 
our nation’s public 
schools. 

Norman Cousins 
wrote in one of his 

essays in the late 70’s: 
“Education has failed 

to educate about educa- 
tion. It has failed to pro- 
vide adequate under- 
standing of the central- 
ity of education in a 

creative society. Schools 
have somehow failed to 

get across the biggest 
truth of all about learn- 

ing: that its purpose is to 

unlock the human mind 
and to develop it into an 

organ capable of thought 
— conceptual thought, 
analytical thought, se- 

quential thought 
In 1981, Newsweek 

Magazine published a 

Special Report titled 
“Why Public Schools 
Are Flunking,” giving a 
clear and comprehen- 
sive picture of the state 
of public education in 
America. 

Now in 1983 we read 
the statement published 
by the Presidential 
Commission on Educa- 
tional Excellence, led by 
Gov. Jim Hunt of North 
Carolina: 

“America’s schools 
are not only failing to 
prepare our youth for 
the rapid changes of to- 
morrow; they are failing 
even to maintain the 
standards of yesterday. 
The conition of educa- 
tion in America today 
constitutes a crisis that 
requires our immediate 
and committed re- 

sponse.” 
The simple truth 

found in statements like 
these is that we have lost 
years in debate on the 
subject and made no 

significant gains in alle- 
viating the causes of fail- 
ure in our education sys- 
tem — for the benefit of 
all children and to the 
detriment of most Black 
children. 

The case for excel- 
lence in education has 
been clearly made. What 
remains is the applica- 
tion of serious, total 
concern for a reality 
which threatens our na- 
tion’s security — that 
reality is seen in the 
moral decay and the de- 

teriorating quality of the 
nation’s human re- 
sources. What remains 
is the application of our 

serious, total commit- 
mnt to the quest for ex- 
cellence on every level 
of family and commun- 

ity life — a commitment 
that is deep and abiding. 

Yes, “Hope springs 

Maudra Jones 
eternal” in a decade 
which offers us the chal- 
lenge and the opportun- 
ity to transform our edu- 
cational system. Jesse 
Jackson’s appeal for 
massive involvement 
and massive effort is one 

we should all take to 
heart — we have so 

much work to do. We 
must all become advo- 
cates of the PUSH for 
EXCELLENCE program. 

We must begin by be- 
coming informed and in- 
volved participants in 

the current national 
campaign for education 
excellence. We must re- 

cognize and appreciate 
the value and meaning 

charged with the follow- 
ing tasks: 

“1. Development of an 
action plan for the im- 
provement of education 
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of the Governor’s Com- 
mission on Education 
Excellence in our own 
state. 

In every community, 
we must all become 
active participants in 

drawing Governor Rich- 
ard Bryan’s proposed 
“Blueprint for Educa- 
tional Excellence in 
Nevada Public Schools. 
Nevada Public Schools’’ 
a blueprint “that will in- 
cur basic skills and edu- 
cation for a lifetime of 
learning in a rapidly 
changing world.” 

The governor’s 16- 
member commission is 

in grades K-12. 
2. Creation of partner- 

ships between the 

public schools and other 
segments of the com- 

munity — especially the 
business community. 

3. Examination of the 
resource base for 
schools, so that the 

existing resources are 

best used and additional 
resources produce the 

greatest added educa- 
tional value. 

4. Consideration of 
ways to enhance the 

profession of teaching 
so that the best teachers 
stay in teaching and 
good students enter the 

profession. 
5. Enhancement of the 

academic experience 
through more demand- 
ing academic require- 
ments, a strengthened 

j curricula and increased 
; duration and intensity of 

j learning time, 

j 6. Examination of 
methods to assure qual- P 
ity, such as measure- 
ment of teacher perfor- 
mance, in addition to 
testing for minimum 

competency entrance 
requirements for higher 
education.” 

Let us answer the gov- 
ernor’s call to the citi- 
zens of Nevada “to help 
formulate the direction 
our schools and child- 
ren follow in the years 
ahead.” Let us not waste 

any more years — let us 

valiantly take our places 
in this important pro- 
cess and become con- 
tributors to and design- 
ers of our children’s 
future. 

RUMMAGE SALE AIDS ADOPTION GROUP 
The United Methodist 

Women’s Mission of 
Zion United Methodist 
Church will sponsor a 

Rummage Sale and Old- 
Fashioned Soul Food 
Dinner on Saturday, 
Sept. 24 at the church. 
The Rummage Sale will 
begin at 7 a.m. followed 
by the dinner sale begin- 
ning at noon in the 
church Dining Room. 
The Rummage Sale will 
be on the church park- 
ing lot. Items for the 
sale have been donated 
by Zion members and 
several local busi- 
nesses. 

This will be a day of 
good bargains for shop- 
pers. The menu will 
consist of baked ham, 
fried chicken, candied 

yams, black-eyed peas, 
salad, assorted des- 
serts and several vege- 
tables. A donation of $3 
will be required for the 
dinners. 

The United Methodist 
Women’s Mission will 
be raising money to con- 
tribute toward their 
church projects and to 
aid a local adoption 
group. 

Mission members are 

supportive of the pro- 
grams of M.A.M.A. 
(Members and Advo- 
cates for Minority Adop- 
tion) that help residents 
through the adoption 
process to become par- 
ents to abandoned 
children. The Mission 
members view this pro- 
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BEAUTY SALON 
for SALE 

Must see to appreciate. 
For an appointment 

please call 

3855174 
I All All All All All All Mil All All All All All All Alii 

ject as an opportunity 
for them to support 
community programs 
and to assist children in 
need in our community. 

The public is invited 

to participate in this 
Rummage Sale and 
Soul Food Dinner to 
help support these wor- 

thy programs. Hours will 
be from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

“LIFE LINE”...IS A FRIENDLY AND 
CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE FOR 
WOMEN AND TEENS WITH A 
PREGNANCY PROBLEM...WE CARE 24 
HOURS A DAY...FREE PREGNANCY 
TESTING... WE ARE A CALL 
AWAY...384-7556! 

Automatic •<!#’' 
W asher and Refrigeration Service Co. 

OLIVER BAKER. Owner 

Authorized Service on All Types 
of Home Appliances 

820 M W. BONANZA RD. LAS VEGAS, NEV. 89106 

Service on all major appliances 
Washers 

Dryers 
Refrigerators 

Garbage Disposals 
Hot Water Heaters 

Ranges 
Freezers 

Window Air Conditioners 
Garbage Disposals 


