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Fact: Lawrence Crowley. 
Bus hijacker found in- 
competent to stand trial 
and released form 
custody. Fifteen months 
later, Crowley was 

brought to trial for but- 
chering his roommate 
and stuffing body parts 
in a freezer. 

Fact: Matthew Quin- 
tiliano. Former police of- 
ficer who killed his wife. 
Quintiliano was held for 
three months for mental 
observation after his 
acquittal for that crime 
on grounds of insanity. 
Five years later, he was 

charged with killing his 
second wife. 

Factr Robert Pates. In 
and out of mental 
hospitals 24 times in 10 
years in Mississippi for 
drunkeness. In a Biloxi 
jail, he sets a fire in his 
padded jail cell that kills 
29 inmates. 

fired upon by John Hin- 
ckley, Jr. Four, including 
the president were 

wounded. Fifteen mon- 

ths later, Hinckley is 
acquitted on the groun- 
ds of insanity. 

The facts go on and 
on. Each and every day 
in our American judicial 
system, more public 
outrage is made in 
regard to cases such as 

these, and those per- 
petrators commiting the 
dastardly crimes. Critics 
aim their disenchan- 
tment at the insanity 
defense, a 19th century 
legal doctrine that 
allows the premature 
release of dangerous 
persons. 

Insanity pleas, 
however, are only part of 
a broader problem that is 
sparking conflict bet- 
ween legal and medical 
experts as well as con- 

fusing those outside of 
the justice system. In 
fact, lawmakers and 
judges are now closely 
scrutinizing every step 
along the path traveled 
by mentally ill persons 
accused of violent acts, 
from arrest to release. 

Is the actual help and 
treatment required for 
the mentally ill given 
them as really needed? 
According to a Pen- 
nsylvania Commission 
that studied the 

Fact Charles Meach. On 
a “wort release” after 
being acquitted on the 
grounds of insanity in a 

murder case, Meach 
shot and killed four 
teenagers in an An- 
chorage, Alaska park. 

Fact: Glen Tripp. After a 

hijack attempt of an 

airliner in Seattle, Tripp 
was given probation and 
sent to a psychiatrist. 
Three years later, he 
hijacks a plane and 
threatens to blow it up. 
Federal agents shot him 
to death. 

Fact: On March 31,1981 
President Ronald 
Reagan leaves a hotel 
after a speech. Surroun- 
ded by Secret Service 
agents and his en- 

tourage, the President is 
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problem, their findings 
were of a resounding 
NO. ‘The mentally ill in- 
mate has proved to be 
difficult and incon- 
venient for both 
systems, corrections 
and mental health. The 
result many of the men- 

tally ill who run afoul of 
the law slip between the 
cracks and do not get 
the treatment that they 
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