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middle and upper in-
come parents, school
prayer won’t improve
math scores and
abolishing the
Education Department
would just put the seal
on the government's ab-

dication from its
educational leadership
responsibilities.

But even beyond the
Adminsitration’s lack of
response to the urgency
of those reports is the
question of whether
educational reforms will
benefit minority and
poor children.

Tougher standards,
stiffer courses and all
the rest make a lot of
sense as medicine for a
system that s out
s0 many kids and fails to
bring so many others up

to minimum levels of -

literacy.

But only if all students
get the attention and
assistance they need to
excel. Otherwise, the
medicine prescribed
could turn out to be
poison.

All the calis for ex-
cellence could
boomerang, helping to
create a two-tier system
of education in which an
elite are prepared for the
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complex world of com- 3

puterized economy while
the rest are taught only
enough to read the direc-
tions for sweeping
floors.

Improving the schools
will take a lot more
dollars, and federal ones
at that. It will take
changes in the in-
stitutional rigidity that
keeps school systems
from demanding - and
getting ~ the maximum
results from all students
and teachers.

What all those reports
- and the Administration
- fail to highlight is the
fact that children from
minority and disadvan-
taged backgrounds are
filling a higher propor-
tion of classroom seats.

Without a massive ef-
fort to upgrade their
schools and their lear-
ning experiences,
without enrolling the
community to help
motivate and guide
them, and without
making full use of the
human resources they
represent, educational
reform is doomed to
failure.

The pursuit of ex-
cellence must go hand-

in-hand with the pursuit

of equity.
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Must see to appreciate.

For an appointment
please call
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Annual salaries for state legisiators in the 50 states range

$100 in New Hampsh

ire to $31,000 in Michigan.

Here's a look at what each state pays, not including ex-

penses:
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Fresh

GROUND
SAUSAGE

$1.79 w

Thick Sliced
BACON
$1.98 .

..Sbrlngﬂeld
SODA POP

12 0z. cans

$5.49 cose -

Kessler's
American Blended

WHISKEY

1 liter

MILLER’S

. Bottles, 12 oz

$5.49 12- patfk_

Carona Brand

CHICHARRONES

'GROUND

BEEFi
$1.49 .

~ RoyalCrest’

COOKIES

6120z .

49¢ pkg.

Seagram’s - ;

GIN

: 1liter




