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Point of View

Editorial

The major thrust of several universities in our na-
tion recently has been a move toward the inclusion
of high tachnology as a top priority. This includes
our own local university as well as universities in
nearby states.

We would be among the first to agree that train-
ing in high technology, which primarily includes
mathematics, engineering, and computer science,
is becoming necessary to function properly in this
nation. However, these same persons who will be
trained in high technology areas must also be train-
ed in the basic fundamentals of reading, writing,

-speaking, and arithmetic. Our major politicians and
higher education administrators seem to be ignor-
“ing this fact. '

Despite all of the hue and cry about the need for
better trained individuals in the high technology
areas, we still have children who need to be taught
the basics. If a major portion of the available funds
are usad for high technology areas, then the educa-
tion of the children will be neglected. Children and
young people will have to forfeit their God-given
right to an education, while our politicians go blind-
Iy on their way funding high technology programs
with no thought of initial preparation of children to
cope with life.

With the changes taking place in society, and the
threat of nuclear war ailways haunting our country,
it would appear that funds spent on basic educa-
tion would benefit our society more than pouring
enormous amounts of funds into high technology.

It would also appear that with the heavy empha-
sis on high technology, the job market for techni-
cians will soon be over-saturated and unemploy-
ment will rise.

Before we plunge headlong into programs of
high technology, we should take a close look at the
long range problems that may be created. Blindly
moving into any program without thorough investi-
gation usually creates chaos.
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THE HIGH-TECH SOLUTION

By John E. Jacob

The general consen-
sus seems to be that
the new high-technolo-
gy industries will be the
engine of our econ-

omy's growth, replac-

ing the mililons of jabs
destined fo be lost In
the traditional smoke-
stack industries.
That’s taken as an ar-
ticle of faith, along with

“Atari Democrats” by
the press for their faith
in the high-tech future.
But Atari just closed
down plants in Califor-
nia and is moving pro-
duction of its video
games to Asia. Where
does that leave high-
tech’s job promise? In
the same boat with
steel and autos, that's
where.
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some assurances that
it will all work out for
the best in the long run,
even though some tem-
porary adjustment
pains are bound to oc-
CU.

So perhaps it’'s time

to look bayond that glib .

consensus of high-tech
future’s promise. And
what we see is consid-
erably less encourag-
ing.

For example, some
leading Democrats
have been dubbed

Proponents of the
high-tech future say it
will result in a mass up-
grading of work skills,
and therefore higher
salaries and more job
satisfaction for Amer-
ican workers.

But that’s doubtful.
The U.S. Department of
Labor projects that 25
million new jobs will be
created in the decade
of the eighties.

Secretaries are the
top ranking occupa-
tional category in job

growth, with an ex-
pected 700,000 new
jobs. Nurses aides and
orderlies are second,
and janitors are third.
Not until slot number
23 do we find a high-
tech profession, com-
puter systems analyst.
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By the end of this de-
cade, a decade in
which our economy is
supposed to move into
the post-industrial era,
there will be a far
greater demand for fast
food workers than for
computer technicians.

The coming of indus-
trial robots will make

some forms of produc-
tion more efficient, but
at the cost of many
jobs. No one .ever
dreams that the auto in-

‘dustry, for example, will

ever employ as many
people as It used to.

As Nobel prize win-
ning economist Wassi-
ly Leontief says: “More
and more workers: will
be replaced by
machines. | do not see
that the new industries
can employ everybody
who wants a job.”

So this is the time to
begin to formulate poli-
cies that deal with the
implications of the
high-tech future. Rosy
predictions about a na-
tion of computer pro-
grammers won't pre-
pare us for the realities
of the new age that is
coming.

One reality of that
age is the danger of
growing inequality in
our society, with a
favored few holding the
shrinking number of

See JACOB, Page 15

AFRICA’S NEWEST REFUGEES

By Bayard Rustin
the dictatorial cruelty

No year passes with-
out some great crisis
Involving refugees. The
circumstances of each
crisls are now almost
“predictable. The pat-
tern has been repeated
In a varlety of settings.
Almost always the vic-
tims are black or
yellow. Almost always
they are fleeing abject
poveity or some form of
political barbarism. Al-
most always the world
stands by unable or un-
willing to prevent the
tragedy that unfolds be-
fore Its eyes.

in the late 1970s and
early 1980s our aften-
tion was successively
riveted to the plight of
Indochinesa refugees
— Vietnamese and
Cambodians fleeing
thelr cruel Marxist-
Leninist dictatorships.
Later our attention
focuséd on Somall re-
fugees fleeing the op-
pression of the Ethlo-
plan dictator Colonel
Mengistu. Last year
Americans confronted

and abject poverty
which drove thousands
of Haltlans to our
shores. Now It Is the
turn of the Ghanalans.

Over 2 mlllion Ghana-

Bayard Rustin
lans have lived In
Nigeria for years as a
result of that country’s
petroleum-based
economic expansion.
Because oll prices have
plummeted as a result
of declining Western
demand, Nigerian Pres-
ident Shehu Shagarl
ordered the expulsion
of all Ghanalans work-
ing In his country.
Shagari accused the
Ghanalans of ruining

—

his country’s economy
by taking needed jobs

* and: draining the coun-

try’s resources. He told
the estimated two
million Ghanalans liv-
ing in Nigeria to clear

' out and retumn to their

native land within two
weeks.
The ros_u!t was a

the 120-mile trek back
home, having died of
starvation and exhaus-
tion, burled anony-
mously in the bush and
along the beaches.

Once In Ghana, the
refugees were faced
with starvation in a des-
perately poor country
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mass exodus and a re-
fugee problem of stag-
gering proportions. The
virtually uninterrupted
sea of refugees pouring
into Ghana brought
with them storles of in-
credible Inhumanity.
Ghanalans were robb-
ed of their luggage and
other belongings by
Nigerian thieves. Near
Nigeria’s capital in the
slums of ljora, bodies
of mutilated young
Ghanalan women were
found among eight cor-
pses. Many of those
who fled did not finish

whose government al-
ready faces severe eco-
nomic difficulties and
is on the verge of bank-
rupicy.

Some international
relief has been forth-
coming. The U.S. has
committed nearly 800
tons of food; the Euro-
pean Economic Com-
munity has granted
$5.5 milllon in emer-
gency refugee aid.

While some observ-
ers recognize that
Nigeria could no longer

afford to cope with a
huge population of for-
eigners who strained
its economy, virtually
everyone believes that
the rapidity with which
the expulsion order
was implemented caus-
ed needless suffering

and death. Had the

Nigerian leadership
acted more responsibly
it would have enabled
international rellief
agencles to prepare for
the influx of refugees
into Ghana.

Yet, the blanket ex-
pulsion may eventually

backfire on Nigeria..

Work reportedly has
stopped on a number of
construction sites
which utilized
Ghanaian workers. The
school system was
heavily dependent on
Ghanaian teachers
who, although formally
unaffected by the
expulsion order, now

find the atmosphere
within the country virtu-
ally intolerable. More-

‘'over, such oppression

can lead to Increased
tensions within Africa
and may rekindle long-
standing ethnic ani-
mosities.

In the final analysis
the plight of the Ghana-
ians underscores the
fact that the idealized
view of racial solidarity
Is far from a reality in
African life. Thus, the
fact that this cruelty
has been perpetrated
by blacks against
blacks should not sur-
prise us. It should, how-
ever, call forth a vigor-
ous rasponse from both
black and white Ameri-
cans. What is needed at
present is refugee as-
sistance combined
with a strong public
condemnation of
Nigeria’s inhumane
and irresponsible con-
duct.

The views expressed on these editorial pages are those
of the artists or authors indicated. Only the one in-
dicated as the Sentinel-Voice editorial represents this
publication.
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